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^'fe4he major froit'^orgaSizatjoij'of th'e'6ioveme^^/.IV^rg»re*;* 
s^nts^4he Communist Party’s supreme'hiCfor>,power;^^,ft 
clear that.the;major‘ob‘jebtive^ o|jthe;^iUmamPr6wder-Olb.i 
axis'lsItheC gaining of a* dominanr position in' th‘e^cpuhcils-of 



♦ 
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Qeheral (Biddle)ii^made the foUowinffvobservationsr'j^Testimony 
showed they ‘were represented-to, the public for some.legliiihate 

on 

*' The repo'rt^then relatesr that 'Biddle'circulated amohg'^depart-1 
went heads of,the executive'^branch'of Jhe Government.mempranda J’ 
.naming 25 organisations'as subversive and^Communlstv The'^com^ ’ 
mlttee found that 82 of Ut membersvOf ^HlUmap'sll5f,-^^Pr;,MC,v 
had,been associated with^l^8d^^25Vgr6upsy'.^'' .'/-v; 

‘eCHLESdNGJIR-^IS “USTED.' as a' signer of a" pUltjon ,tp^ 
/'dlBContinueAthe X«es"^imhlttee^ops6Wd''by|theTim^^^ ’ 
Committee" for Democracy. a^.IiiteUe6tuaiJ5^^edoidy\/y \ -V- 

'' ^=^"Tho ooimnlttee 1$ a Cpi&unist front'.ppp^tlnig^mongrl^ 
teachers and professors/' ^e report ,to‘‘Cqngress stated* 4‘Tbe.cq.ih-^ 
ipittee was strongly-preoccupied withHhe defense of -Communists. 
The conunittee issued tlm cal} for, a so*calle^ Citlxen^.,;Committee 
to defehd'‘free public education^ the ^real objectJof-wHich is/.tp. 
■vilify and obstruct the New Xork tcglslatlyc “Coi^mlttcc inyestlgat-^ 
Ing subv^iv^activities in the, pubUo schools, A‘tonrlist.d|,Cpm.» 
munist. teachers was exposed by 'this 'tjlegislatlve)'committpc^and 
they' Tve}-e;8ubse<iucntiy, dropped.*' \ ^ ’ .: >,'; ' . „ 

-‘t ^ Ube report names Prof. Schleslnger as[a;membcV.of’the 
lean Friends of Spanish Democracy, ^it says the Compiunf 
i^dered eld to the Loyalist "’(Communist) side in,'Spain 
first Importance. ■' -r-* - 'n'*'-. 

V ^ '^rof. Sohlesinger was named'as a signer of a letter to President*, 
Roosevelt asking an amendment'to'the neutrality^law, adopted 
ta guard ^against involvbnentyof-ibis'^country in foreign'wars, so 
that/the American Communists'might openly ship-ahns 'to ,the'M- . 

LoyaUsts^ This was^a Communist Party^project, at.ihb 
but- a', number oti prohdhimt vAmeHcansT* never Bu^ctcdlof;proi;, 
Conmuptst‘sentiments, .signed thevletterV::- • ;y ... . 

pj^P.'SCHLESiNGER is NAMED as an '“affiUate” of,thf^er,v' 
lean student Union:- The report says this xihlon lwas' / merger " 
blr./i’the National'Student .League .(Communist) and^^the^.Student, i 
League for industrial pemo^racy ,.(SoClaUst).‘Y'/''^*'-'t^.' 

^ * //The' merger.was ’ ip accord^^th the ‘ united 'frqnt^policy . 
adopted hy the Communist International in 1985 calling.for;j6h!it 
action. ^th 'Socialist* groups throughout the • thc^^^-wport, 

continues. , ‘ •' li -' .r * ‘\ • V. 

S combined' organisation v?as upder Communist ^ontrol ^ 

from, its inception, and foUowed. the pftidal objectives of-the C6m« '^ 
muhistv'Party.'r ' ^ 

' *^ "On numerous pcoiisions,'the. American, Student ^$^on exposed '* 
Its connections with the' Communist Party:^^ }t8. lo^l adherence 
to the party line. ‘-IVlthout exceptlonfthe,union'rappqrted defense,^ 
of' teachers and students charged wltH/’poirihiiu#t'^«^tivlt^^^^^ 

„y ^ The'report named Prof , Schlesln'gdr.^ as'lij^spohsor ‘pt' the' Na-^ 
tlonal Emergency Copierence. <.>-?*-' ‘'V : ‘ - 

- .:“Thc personnel of the ,sponsors "of • the • conference Indicates' 
clearly (that it/was' a Copuntmisf^fraht. o^anizatioii,V8^1' tbe^re^/ 
por,t,*‘ /'A check of the index .of this."report "will establish tlic*ex-*' 
tensive in^rlocking directorate^of;the^Ohfejrehoo^Vith other- 
CommunisWront' organizatlons.'f, '. < 


E WAS NAMED AGAIN AS AN^'‘AmLrAT;'B*/.Of -th 
,Emergency Cpnfer^ce for' Democratic Rights.'; " 


National 

\~ ''}r\ ^ 

report. 


H: ... 

says that In 1940 the. Communists ,decided to revise",'the}r. orgahr'^ 
Izatlons’‘and ■ showed 'a jpreference^;for the .phrase:vVdemocratic ; 
rights” in'naming’the'neW^^ouplngs,’;. The report.-flatly c^lsvthls^j 
conference a “Communlsr^ont.?*^v'' ’ r .•*' '< ^ | 

V. Sohlesinger Is named again,.aS an ‘^affiliate**'of, the jRfttlonal * 
r^deratidn fq^ .Constltutiop^ l^lbertles. Tpe report It .:w^ | 

highly slgxiificwi.thaValmcif 25 i«r cent ot the teasers ofJthla'! 



'^The ;I>i,e8 ,Committee 'made.^ an exhaustive, run-down of the...] 
members of .Rillman's National Cltlwh 9 ’'PoUtlcal Action-Committee'' 
thrpukh^the membership rolls of^liundreds^of^Redrfronti'orgahiaa^ 
t&ni' and/^tb'e hslgners^of'-app.eais;;;jprqclamatlons\‘iand'oPctitldn3 v 
Issued'fass^rbhps MUed or affloated wit* the pomrnuhlst^J'^/’v^^*--' 
-^Tbung ;SchIe8lngcr*8 two" ai^cles .In'" I4fe Vand ‘the Herald^ 
Tribute empha8ike':the, Imii^rtance of his remark"^that .the >my8-^* 
• Communism In the United-States are mqs't Ydl toV 
/ecapse; the^moyement'b<,|o efficiently'prgam, 

eoJwDU m 4 miny'^tto## \Ui 
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Director, FBI 

M. scblesukss, jb. 
SECDEITI MATTER - C 



Reurle^ May . 21 , 194?. Tbe Bixreau desires that you Institute a 
discreet Investigation iiaedlately and ascertain the haclcground and the 
activities of the subject In connectim with the CcaBBunlet Rarty and Its 
variotia firont groups. , 


This natter should receive your attention ioaoedlately and the 


restilts of Jrow Inqialries should he: fonmrded to the Bureau 
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O^ce iSAjdfyiofciTidum • united 



DIRECTOR, FBI 
•SAC, BOSTON 



STATES 

DATE: 5/21/47 


SUBJECT: 




AMEUR M. rs CHLES INGER,_^JR. 
INFORMATION CONCERNING; ATTACK 
ON DIRECTOR AND BUREAU; 
SECURITY MATTER - C 
REFER 5 IS 


ARTHUR M. SC HLESINGER, JR.,/is presently Associate 
Professor of history at HarYSEtM^i'l'VSf^Tty on Leave of Absence. 
He is the a^hor of the 1945 Pulitzer Prize in History for his 
Book: "Th^^^e of JACKSON." This book was a best seller. Miile 
on leave, Mr. SCHLESINGER JR., is residing in Chevy Chase, Mary¬ 
land, while completing another historical work. 

SfflLESINGER, JR., is the son of^THUR M. SCHLES¬ 
INGER, who is the chairman of the l^epartment of History at 
Harvard university. The elder SCHLESINGER is the subject of 
an inactive Security Matter File in the Boston Office, resulting 
from constant affiliations with Communist J^Vont organizations 
over a period of years. There is no information reflecting 
that either SCHLESINGER has ever been a member of the Commun 
Party. 1 

With reference to the younger SCHLESINpK^F^iTTs 
noted that"The Age of Jackson" was published by t]j@^4^TTLE. ^ 
BROWN Publishing Company in ^ost on, ^ss., and that cluring the 
days attending its preparati on and i^lease, SCHLESINGER. jR., 
was in frequent contact withI I The latter person 




be 

b7C 


is the 


and is the 


subject of a pending Internal Security - G caseIn Boston. 

I has earlier noted that the Book was pub¬ 
lished by the LITTLE BROWN COMPANY at 15.00 per copy. Sim¬ 
ultaneously, with the award of the Pulitzer Brize, the author 
permitted reissue of the Book by the Book Pind Club at ll.35 
per copy. The latter organization, as you well know, is a 
Book of the Month Croup, operated by Communists ^d Commvinist 
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sympathizers. The book was well regarded by the Progressive Book Store 
locally. In appi^^imately dime, 1946, SCHLESINGER, JR., who is now a 
feature writer for^D^yF^FORTUNE, wrote an article for LIFE,analyz¬ 
ing the COMMUNIST P^rTY,^irSA. The article was critica l and indicated 
that the Party was subservient to Moscow. | reports that 


following publication of this article, SCHLESINGER was no longer a 
welcome figure at the offices of the LITTLE BROWN Publishing Company. 

I SCHLESINGER has also reviewed a nimiber of Communist and Anti-Communist 
books for the New York Times, Sunday Book Review. A review of these 
items together with his TIME-LIFE and FORTUNE articles, might well 
warrant the conclusion that SCHLESINGER, JR., has Trotzkyite sympathies. 

On May 17. 1947. Special Agents of this office had occasion to intervi ew 

I 1 of th el I 

of I | at ^<>eston, Mass ^ is noted thatl lis frequent - 

ly called upon to represent 


gatherings and that this practice has developed for him a very wide 
acquaintanceshi p among the "li beral^leaders in the civic and social 
life of Boston. I [ reported that earlier in the week in such 

a capacity he had attended a dinner given in honor of Dr. GEORG$^^LMAN 
Founder of the Ford hall Forum in Boston, Mass. The files of the Boston 
Office reflect that the Forum has been used by many speakers of a radi¬ 
cal and Communist philosophy as a sounding board over a long period of 


years. 


h 


owever. 


there i s no indicatio n that the Forum is under the control 
I advised that each ^ 

Dr. COLEMAN, t 


of the Communist Party, 
was asked to deliver a two minute tribute to 


mest present 


r I SCHLESINGER. JR. When SCHLESINGER, JR., arose, he broke the 

p rule of the evening by talking for ten minutes, during the entire 
time, he endeavored to make two points^ 1. to praise the Ford Hall 
Forum and its Founder for their willingness to allow “liberal and pro¬ 
gressive speakers” to appear; and 2 ^an at tack upo n the Federal Bureau 
of -investigation and the House Committee on Un-<^erican Activities^ fo r 
their “unwarranted interferences wiiTh our democratic way of lifej;_ 


With reference to the second point, |_| stated that SCHLESINGER 

declared that the FBI and the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
did not differ either in method of operation or in results, ^oth organ¬ 
izations ostensibly dedicated to the preservation of the ^erican way 
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of life, are doing much to destroy this ”modus vivandi”, by their in¬ 
cessant and unwarranted attacks upon persons and organizations of liberal 
persuasion. He stated that there was no difference between the two 
organizations and that people should stop trying to establish one. 


After he had sat down, ^ 


inquired of him as to whether or not 
there were any differences in the personalities and philosophies of .JOHN 
EDGAR HOOVER and Congressman, JOHN RMKIN^r S CKLSSINGER, JR., informe d 


that th^^e_wene-J i^i^if if anything. JOH N 


EDGAR HOOVER represented a more destructive force in America public 
fTfe IToday than any Fascist,- who might be named, including RANKIN. 


The foregoing has been prepared for the completion of Bureau files, 
particularly since it is quite likely that at some future date, ^r. 
SCHLESINGER, Jr., might request an interview with the Director or a ‘^our 
of the bureau in connection with the preparation of a magazine article. 


No further inquiry is being conducted into the activities of this in¬ 
dividual; but information as received by informants concerning him 
will be properly indexed in the Boston Office files. 


^ In the event that this information is disseminated , it is requested that 
a Confidential ^over be afforded to I I who is a reliable and 

frequently valuable source of information concerning figures in the 
educ ational and sc ientific world in Greater ^oston. It might be noted 
that _I asserted that he did not endeavor to .defend the Dir¬ 

ector further because he felt that SCHLESINGER, Jr., had a closed mind 
on the topic. 
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Dir e c t or, FBI 

SAG, Boston / > 


^SUBJECT: ARTHUR MEIER SCHLESl\^GER, JR. 

■' SEGURI'fY MTTER - G 


July 15, 194-7. 



Reference is made to report of Special Agent] | 

dated 7-15-47 at Boston, Mass.,, in connection with tiie above-entitled 
matter. • > < - 


No request has been made of the Washington Division to examine the 
Subject’s file ht O'Hl and OSS because of his national prominence 
as a v/riter and because such inquiry might cause embarrassment to 
the Bureau. It has been left to the discretion of the Burea'u to ■ 


decide, whether or not any such Inquiry should be made, it being- 
“■no.-^^^^that SGHLESINGER has maintained his headquarters either'at 
^^/asfifhgton, D.G., or in Europe since 1942 and his activities at ' 
7;^^fashington, D.C. could be^ more readily obtained through other 
‘■‘■•sbuf'dQS ■ of inforiuatlon.' 


k .4*I if t* 
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.RTH.K »IEK „ 

-^- • ' HEREIN IS ^CLASSIFIED - 

SYNOPSIS OF facts: SCHLESTNGER , ' "Sxn S Il^;: lOliL ?, 10-15-17. 

Received. A.B, Degree (summa cum laude). Harvard, ' 1938, 
in History and Literature and awarded Henry'Fellowship 
for study in England 1939, Returned to Harvard as 
Junior Fellow 2-19-42 doing private study and research. 
Thereafter associated v/ith OWI, Washington, D.C. Went 
'to Europe with OSS until 1945 and.while with OSS super¬ 
vised preparation of intelligence reports to SHEAF, 
wrote historical work "Age of^Jackson," awarded 
Pulitzer Price 1945 and thereafter contributed articles 
to LIFE, FORTUNE, ATLANTIC MONTHLY, THE NATION and' 

York Times Book Reviev/ Section on politics and 
^\goverrment, Appointed Associate Professor, H-lstory 
^ ^ department. Harvard University at age 28 and presently j 

A. leave to Pall 1947 vifhile doing research for book, > 

CO'ph'e Age' of Roosevelt," being prepared under a Guggheim ' 
^'■'Fellowship.' Av/arded citation as one of ten outstand- 
(b'^ng young_ men in 1947 by Junior Chamber of Commerce of 
A dV^^U.S. Wrote "The Communist Party, USA," an article 
for LIFE magazine 7-29-46, in which he exposed the 
international interests■and activities of theC.P, as 
servants of the Sovie;fc Union;" however 
his father. Professor ARTHUR ifTXg^LE SINGER. 

Harvard History Department., 'has decried the "Dies 
Committee," and "Witch Hunts," and prescribes strengtheh- 
ing of American Democracy as antidote to Communist 
yX' ' challenge. SCHLESINGER described by Informants as ■’ 

nnVBD Deal liberal" — anti-Communist and pro-American 

JESTBOjf.—^ c4''^il liberties leader for freedom, of expression, 
/Ono iiiformant reports'Subject critical of FBI and 
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Sjko'ps i s;, ('Cont- ’ d 


Director ••H0‘0?®R- ,fp-rt.^interferencewith'-' pun-.^emO'--'. , 

/c'.r a t’i'c • way-, 'O f'l-i f e • '■ ■thr'pd@h ■' s e c uri.-t.y -1nv e s t ig'at’i dns 
- Addi. t'lpn al- dptai-1 s ■ set\f.orth..'.i.. Subject rmemh'e 'r... %YG , 
■and ,'At»A'. and..-marrMed. 1 [ of the^r' 

late' Dri .:-WALTR!fi'' B - :» ' ^CAiiJ ROM,..:ac,t;'lv.e-: iniJARRC.-and -in v '- 
twhose '■.name' a-iWaitnnl -B‘Cannon?-MpmorlaL Fund^ fpr. 

''S jganish'. Kef y^e e s * in',.Sopth ‘.Fjiianc ewas;,'e's ‘t'abli shed;, .• f ■ 
' whichvi.s'-be.lla'vn^^^^ he■-t-he-^rain ;C.uncti,pn‘, of 
. Boh.ton'Cha'i>ter of',:the?'JAPRG'isI, Eresentj^^^ r.esdd'ihg’ JV'’, 
\4'^02 ~Cui*'i's;.-,Rpa'd, ?Che/vy^ .Chds.ey ,,ik!afyland-i y. 

crimina'i' record-. • cre.df'b5inf;ofma?bidh''spt;'f ordh'.'.' 


C- - 


, * 


■Refer'erice 


1 Details',:*'" 


-■''.Bure.au'-le:t't..er•■^tp ■Bos'bp^;da-tp'd'’''d-6’-4y^ T 

f-/- By''- ietter^'dated-May2d,.''1947> the' Bo'ston 'Divialoh i •• 
‘■^'’ad'v.is'ed'.'bheh.B^reaU' that -'i^ormatiori' had be‘en;'provided 
. dnd-icahing- that ■ ARl!.Htiil,;M i®SCHLESI.MGERv'dR-.-i ■:;preeent.ly..i 
• von-'-lea'7"e.'.as; :A s.sop ia.te'.VPr oress on ' G,ir''hls'to f y;-:a t ■ ' Harvar'd 
DniVers-ityi; C amb’r icige'^ .jMasSach'used'fe'g^’'had''addressed ' 


aV‘'dlnnek!' gl;v,en ,ln.'>hon 6 r\'of*.;Dr • ^.GEOfiiJE 


pEMAN', 'founder 


•' .-i i.Q'f^ ;Pord-?.H,all .•Por'uitt'at •'Bo's-t,pn','''^Mas 3 achus,'e-tis . '-dhis ■ ■' 

. -• ■*• - .'dinner, 'booh,-place .at 'B,Pat,on, .Massachusetts' during the T' 

. ' ,,, _.A ;■/. .early.apart of; May 1947, 'and'- ihcluded among.-t-h ose in'i 

■ att endance .1 was ■ I , i 'from 

'!• i'"',; 'the | I of J lat,;.'Wes?t:pnv' 

-i'.' Masrsa,chusett's..,-' | | '^advised'';-'cha-t/.during-! the'" . 

N-• , ■ •, 9 ur.se ;of--the .remarfc's'g.b.y'-SGHLESlRGERi^at ihe.,,dinner,, ... 

/he.'■■praised ■the^.Ppr'd Hall _ Fp'f urn': and 'i't.s' founder-for t .. 9 '.' 
V ?, .'thir'w''ilingne'ss th: aliow* liberal pnd.'bTiOgressive/ / 

A % ' - * ) 4 speaWrs hO'.ap.pear; ■ and a.'itap'.hed'the:?Pede'rai Bureau-. 

■'In'vestlgationhnd. -the house'Commiie.e';. on. Rn-,, 

'-. '.'Av-' ’ i.hA”ieracah Aetlv.ibi'es,-’.f.or‘ their ’•’'unwarran-ted'-.interfer .7 .• ■ 

' ' AR ' >'.ences'.'.with, ourpdemocratic -way’.-'p-f,'. life, '-" 'By?'letter ; ,■ 

■i''d'ate.d'‘;trune'-6/''19;47y'the' B-ureau' hnstruA-tedyt^ja-t- int-■ 

'f ■ y'fe'st'igatidn'be./c.'ohdu'cted ,tP\ es-tabiish'-th'e';.hac'fegrp'und.. 

'V -a-hd -activity'••of ySCHLE.SlNGER 'in icofihec'tlph wiih ;th'e'' ■ ■' • 
■. Ar " Communist'Party an'd’ibsy- affiliated froht' grbups • 




■* 
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' •.'yX:-'‘ - PERSbM HisTdRY''ANi) ■BAC-KoRbCTD '.;- . 

-..I The ,MSs^ 1946 supplement'to "^o*s Vilho^'in-America"- Id.entified : 

, . '■ /• ARTiro-R^^JiLESINOER . ■ .J-R-.. .■borri-.'Columbus,' Ohio; October 15, lO'lV 

- I -to-:- ARTHUR^ M -and.' ELIZABET H •' BA'NgROFT ^am-J LESINOER. ' ; 

•- • SCHLESIK^ER's. fathe-rvhas bee'n associated’with the. History, ' 

,. - ■ . Department at. Harvard University-since 1'92'4 ■ and" presently. . 

■ holds .the Pranc.is','Lee’Hlggifns.on Gh^lr - of ,His,tory' at_;Harvard:. 
Unlversi’ty ,• '■» 

** r • ’ , *' „‘ ' '4 ' ' 

\ . ' .1 The' Subject was graduated from Harvard College in l;938.wi’bh - 

I a. Degree ’of..A.B.;, s,umma cura'.:.'laude, with concentration >i‘n - ‘ 

. • '■ ^I History''and Litera’t’urd.''.' Thdre’after-he was-I'aTi/ardedvV.Henry ' ’ 

'• I Fellowship for 'st,udy’:in. Engiarid.,'which was ’ completed' during- ■' • 

\ ^ f 1939, „ Thereafter,-'he., returned' to Haryard" Obi lege” as a-.member 
\f^T I' of-the Society of’Fellows having been selected by'the' faculty 
H’-\| for-.ipr'i-ya'te .s'tudy''’and. res.earc-h, and:-'‘feontinued In-that posiT.'., 

\| tion through 1942‘ - ’• ■ - ’ 

■ in 1942, SCHLESINGER became associated with-’the Office of- War- 
t 'Information at JiTashington, 'D-.C.,^ and in 1943twas transferred ■ 

V-■■ -to ’the Offlce'tof Strategic'-S'ervic'es ,’^, There'efter,' according-''. 

' . to addit lonah’.inves tlgation''’which"will. be. s.’ubsequentiy' set 

I '' forth,.. SCHLESINGER went'"tp Europe .and eventually was-.assigned , 
the responsihllity'o-f .supervising'.;the preparation of intelli- 

■ i . , ' gence reports' to,-.the Supreme-Headquarters’,,,'Allied-Expeditionary 
ij' •’ Forces connected .wi.th-the.'tcounter-espionage- acti-yitie-S'of, • /• • 

’ ’ .the''Office' of - Strategic Services'.' •• •’v \ -' 

■ ■ S.CHLESJNG.ER’'.left" the-.OSS, in i945. uppn.'ihis-’ret-urn to the -United 

t' ' '.-Statea. . The.-reaftery’he was’"^given'..atgranj:'..by-'the'American 
, • '.Academy. ofs',;,'pne-^of’'23’'individuals'.3.0 h'onpreql. 

for-past achievement..and'-fufther creative ar.t ’to work 'in ■the 
field .of .writing his-tory;.' , ' 

' ’ ’■ • The'Ha’rVa'r'd'’University'Offtcia-l Register, issued ,.on November: ' 

.' 25,,i946,ti,ists ’AR-THUR-MEIER'SCHLESINGER,'.Jr:,'as. Associate 

. -Br.ofessor'of. History and tutor, in .’the Department "of History 
■ '• with'a noteithat he’ .is' absent'during the a'ca’demic'"’year 194'6-, 

’ 1947.’: .. ■'.. .■’.’-v 
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'.The StrtrjWtrMsTatherj ARTHUR M. SCHLESINGER,' was horn oh ' 
jFehruary 27, 1888 at 'Xeni-a, Ohio, and "according to '"Itoq'-s''' ' 

.Who in 1946" has-been the recipient/of-'the following begre’es’; 
Bi A.Ohio .State, 1910'; M*A.’,' C.olumhi'a-.Unive’rslfy, 1911; : - 
^■-Ph.D., •Columbia Univer'si'ty, 1917; Dr'.' ,6f ' Liter'a'tur.e,' Bqloit 
•-.'..Gollege, i928;L:vIi.D';-, .'Hnipn'Colieg.e,, 1942. ' . 

•The Su'bject’s, father served as Professor at .Ohio -State' Uni - • 
versity..'from' 1912 'to- 19i9'^ahd-' from '19^9' .tb :,1924-was-Head, of, 

. 'the. Department'.of History'at- .the,.University .of Ibwa. Since',’ 

; 1924, •“'ARTHUR-M. „SCIi;LESIN,GE'R, .SR., h'as .been ass6c'i'ated.= with ' 
■the History:'D'epartment at. Harvard University .bnd'bin’c'e 1939< 

, has held the Chair of Francis Lee ..Higgonspn., ..Pr.ofessbr ,of . 
,Hist'or-y, The .family residen&e.. is ••i'9. Gray ^ Martins -.'. Estate, :■ ,- 
Cambridge,•'■'.'Mass'achusetts. '' ’ ; ■■ .' , 


'"Who 's ,V'/ho,' continues]^-and-'identifies., Ppofessor iSGHLESII'‘iaER,SR., 
as'-a member -of the--Ha'tiebal Commission ,on Freedom of the ' ' 

A'noor»-i "Pov? tt "P "KT iT-? TT ' 


Press and the Associate-for Stud'y'.of Neg-ro - Life -and History.; 

•| H-'e is'-regarded-'.as.-ari outstanding ^author,'-editor'.’and teacher : 
•jin the field of American History'b'nd a-tPulitzer.'-Prize winner =. 
i:in 1-941. , - ', , ;■ 


.'•TTie indice's"'or the HoslsonUivis-ion indri-c'at'e^'^ttrat^ Professor 
■ SG-HLESINGER,-S-Rv“wa;3'7TH'CTrrci'e'd 'among'Hibse'*‘inclTvl7dua'rs 'who' 

. Iprotested-th'e’’deniaX. of free-speech to,jEA;R£^^SiQ WDE R-' in 1939 
and has. been active'in connecsti’pn:-with-the ' affairs'of , the-."^ i, 
'/Civil-Liberties- 7 -Union"i' 

■ ’ I'n connection,,with inquiries which"were made- regarding the G 
■,.i Young Communist, Leag'ue .at. Harvard TJniv'erslty in'--1933,' it w'as . 
I determined' that' in an attempt'-by thd YCL tbv"obtain re'cogni—- 
• ■ ,■! "fcion on the Harvard Campus', .included: among,, those,';members’.of . 
'the "faculty who-bad indicated a- willingness to,'apt as sponsor- 
■' i for the' YC'L was-'Professo-r^, ARTHUR'-S'CHLESIHG-ER', SR>. " 

6 ; • Recently, '.'the' joint Legislative . Committee.;on-,.Ru-fes of ., : 

' \ r the Massachus.e'tts;. General Court, has 'held- public hearings in' 

') [ connection wi th pending ■ legislative orders ■.relating-t.o the ' 

I 'crea.tlon'-'of'-a commission'-''to 'in-yestiga-te- subvers.ive "activities 
• i withi.h.^the Comm.o'nwealth of Massachusetts'. 'Upon,'-the ' be c as ion 





■bosv1ioo-;L 71$.2 ., ,• -.i- .■;;’ 'y*:, =' 

of;'the/public;hearili^s'^wHl'ch. tgo’k' :pla,ce.vlK 7;.,".19/47.,; ;; r' ■ 

•the* ’ppsttiD’n. Off b.ppo,sb'tiQ,3;i bo .;-.thO:'‘les3:S'la-tlon--,' -■which'h!as 
rs inc e, be eh db f eatedy^ ^^s^^g.s_£hted' by the j civil Llber'ti-es-.i-^ Grj' 
Unioh'’;Of Ma-s aacbhs e-.tt's’, ftiaSe "aval labTe^^ 

a iffimeographed 3't'atement= which .was ' place'd 'in the - indiy.idual- : 
mplivboxes, of;.-a'i-1 members of the‘'Ma’s's.achu'se.t.tS’General. Court; 
■includlng;’'Hbuse';Jof 'Re-present'at iy.es-' and Senate - af ter-'•,the'^date.;..; ’■ 
of .-the;hear.ing-,Vihbi.Gdt,ing that' the per sons ; whose-hames webe"': 
fdx.ed'-to -the-,",sta.teraenb .were opposed' to/the'';ieg.isla‘tiori.\ This' . 
,.fnf ormant--wasljhf., the'.'opini.on^ bhap .the , statement ?lvas '.prepared' ■ 
•by-'tbe. Clvi-1 j.Libeyties',^b^biph-^/;ffrthough Pbere- "is -"nb" signature.-.- \ 
•affixed',to ft.-npiP-any ■ifLdl'c.atipn’ a's.'to' iys'- 'autho'r,.-” In'clpded-.'• T 
'among''those lls'ted .oh., the .stahefti'ent .as-; op.pbsihg .'the';'inyes..tl-,-•' "- 
^ative'legisl'ation,' as Indicated, ‘wab'd’r.,of'esso'r A. 'M* 

IMGER^- .. who is.,believed to be Identical with~yEe father^ \ 
of'-'the-i-Sub-j-ec-t; ■ _ .. 

'v' ‘ ■ • b' i- .. c; . ' ' 

''The, 1-f'NOw.. Y-.ork' Times'® -ow April-.7y.>1947', - syt,;'--'fdr.th.-a'.',ie-tter • ' ' 

.addressed by' -faculty 'merabe-r'S •■.at‘''Harvard.'Tjhi.yer3ity' and .Massy- -; 
achus'etts ^institute ■ Of Technology''urging’.that Congress’ appro- - - 
■pria-te ‘an. increased amount, of money 'for-'r'esearch-.wOrk.in.,.'the--.- 

■scientlfi.d .fields,.^_Included '-among'- those’ who 'we.re.- s-i'gners .:'to^~. . .' 

.the --petl-tion 'wPfe-l _^_[ •' 

[ ’■all.kassQc.ia.t.ed with-; 

Harvard University and-.a!!'-the,..,snb jects7'0f ihter.nal Security'- 
C^fnves tigations ' in the ,.Bps ton, division. In-addition, to -these-, 
signatui'es ' was' .that - of; ARTiroR'SGHLT^SINGER', -who''may be' identical 


Ignatures ' was' .that ' of ; ARTHUR "SCHLESINGER,, .whp' 'may 
lthtthe',Su'b'i'ec-t'i''s,: fa'the’rb’ 


'August .'16; . .l,94p, - '^6 ;'si;^ 
- i'" Cambri-dge , ..:Masrsach-uset'tsy-1_ 
f WALTER'-Bv-CAWlfCy,-, a'-'fbrm.erN 
'- .' Scho.Ql-’of.-'Med-i.cihe''. 


'roiessor 


M L of., 

|o.f.‘.-the‘.'late^-Dr, •- • 

.Ha''rv''ard- ITriiyersity 


The.^files -of-.--t’he- B'ost-p'hhliivislon^'ldehtif.y'Dr; ''i/¥A,LfER‘..-B'.';’cA'NH6N\ 

. as'.a ,member-'p'f. and act.ive''in c'orinectlbn/-''wi'th ‘the-.-aff.airs'; of-'. . \ 
the -, joint - Anti:;'Fascis,-t; Refuge■e ”Cbmmlt..te.e, and-upon: his death i 
'.ty'eV ^Alj'R.C ,has7.e*stabli'shed '■& -WALT.ER -B'.' C'AHNOIf Mbmpr'lal' Hos- '■ ■ i 
.pi;t.ai-' PUrid- foy;.,Span,i_sh;tye;pu:bliGans.., in.'‘SbiU'thern ■•Prance,'- ^n,d’., 
.at-'the’pre.setit'* time'.'i.t'.is''-'b.e.lieved '.that'thiy fund:’is--'the "-i . 'h 
main' 'f'unc tio'h of‘ the Boston* Chapter, of'. the-JAPRC" through - 

which:-'money's'•'"are' rais ed’ for the ■ various interests • and', 'act! - •' ' . 
'vities'• of the "JAP-RCI -I I • 


he' identical 


■- 5 '-; 







be 

:b7C 


’’u-. - * 
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Invest-. 


Boston Chapter of! the- 'JAFRC '.and with I I . 

I is'.the. ^sub'iPc t 'hf' ah/iht.ern^l.. Secwri't,yr 


ion in c onn ection-with thei r-'.act'i'vlti^ 
1 f or ho'£. .whl^Pli I 


oaf the 


a; ’ khbwn ’ 


;':vC'ommiinis-t • ' front' educational- unit;; established .a’hd' opens-ting .• '.‘J 

! ..•' y ' ‘LITERARY^ih^EKESTS .ANB .WIT-INGS -' ‘ o,. 

-.Upon.Professor S'CHLESINGER;'graduation-'ffom-Harvard...' 
Unlyerdlty‘‘and ■;'st';the'. conc.lusipri:-of-:his Hen-^y Pedlowship bfy.; , 
■study-d-n‘Eng'laridhe ■prepared, a’hd-had’ published 'ty.'.ttfe'-Little. 
-Brown 'Company:,^ Bdston,-. Mass’achuse.-tts.,- an“'hlstoricia-i-work' ' ■ 

/.entitled;. ''The-',Age.-''df .'.'Jacksoh,-which'.-wa's .av/arded. the ,?\ilitzer;iv 
ft Prize. .in'‘Ip'dSi-, -Ther'eafterhe■ has'contribu.'t-ed num'erous 
.■•'■'articles' to .h£(t-'ional.--'p-ublication3, do, wit,! hIPE,h*FORTUNE,".*-• 
:yAT-LANT'I(i; ICONTHLYV'dliEfNAT-ION '-and-'the-'.’'Ndw\'Vor.k. 'Times; .B.op'k''Re'-;.:-;': ■ 

'/View''Section, '.de.a-lingv prthe,ipally .with--pol-i't'ics a’nd 'government.- 

..''1', •'V W' b'.l 

.r‘'In'-.connedtion!•w'l‘th:''.thdse'' ‘’artl_cres>. 'thefievwa.s contained-d'n*"• •' 'h: 

^ LIFE IJa-g'azine on ^Uuly. -29, 1946,'' ah '-article,, entit-led, - "The d »! b 
- iCommunis.t ■ Pa!rty ipf ■ th.e..-U'..S.....A-.,'"'.-'by dhe,; Subject, . 'Ah' examinatln,, ■ 
of‘-the. ■-.ar-'tic-l-e: di’s'd’loses - it -td he, an ek-poseVof'the .ihthnha'r 
d tip’na.l inte-r'ests .-and activities; of- the .cdmmhni'st -Party'.with' , 
SO.HLESINGER!.belngcqpo'ted' as ■-Stating; "The -G.om'munlst. .Pa.fty-'-'.iSr 
' a' sma.il-.‘but.'high'tly .'disciprined -group and tstriV'es-.wi'th--!• ' - p- 
■' fanatic .'zeal"'to-;proin.'Ote- ■bhe-.aima'-.'df'lRus'sia,-" .' The ■,artlc-re,p • "1;' ' 
'Icontinues-, .’’’'^Por..'Pette'r' 'd'r tof;-;w.or'.se-h-- thf'': Cbmnjunist -FPar-ty' of .' 'r ; 

the" ■United St-ateS’''-ls 'Here-.-to _s.tay.', ,'It grew''!when'the .USSR was . -. 
i(-s.til-i a.-!-gamble j-'tt will jgnovh'f ast'e-r---a'c .the,'gamble/-pays off ' 

I 'and-it ■'.will .perni'st if*;-repressi've'• legislation.'fof e'es .it .under;-- 
I ground.TheVeaf jter, .:SCHLESINGSR'''c,r.lticized. 'DIES,,;.RANKIN' and-, 

I■ the•-var.lbu's.-';un-Amerlc-an -Actiyi-ti,es','.‘Gpm'mlt.te.es, '.whdi;”-;‘he stated, - 
belle've-'.thaf-'ever'Y'one wh6.''o‘pposesh‘Franc'p 'and' Jim' Crbw’-ris ..a---- ', • 


believe -'that h.ver'ybne 
-Red, b "--- • \ ’•! 


;SCHLESIUGER •stated .that' C.omraunls't'-'functionaftes t-ne .Vhe. V-,' 
'"unquestioning serva-h-ts- Of the-.; Sovlht Union/"- and-.^coptinued, 
,'’"’A-!.r.eai' -fe'v61--ut'lohafy . party ’.in', this-’-icpuhtry-'.'niighf .be.'-'atgo'pd, 
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,e;. tkeri. stated i,that'?jtlie,, Communi;:s.t P.a'iPtj;.,. •-USA,'--‘was‘»n6t,:',a rp j > 
evolutionary party ^due.'to ^ tjie- contro-1-of ;ari\,'*extetna! power"'/' , 
/andftpat: fhe "/'Communi'S-t ■ infiuenc.a In jtjievIJnite.d’ Statp’s; 
limmo.billzes; file U..S. 'iaf'bTpe;.-arf.lcle/concluded by'-'in-; ' 

jdicatang fh.at.^ithe/ Goramunists/' are; looking ' towards the-'-;nekt / ■ V.- // 
depression,‘'arid"'-that;;’the-way .to,/'defeat-./them' is .riot ’-"to--pass.' ’, ‘. 
, repres siVe, 1 egiri 1 at i on or / .I’.e turn MAlRTI-ri DI-S-S-/1p, ‘pub'li c*- ■ § ervi ce, 
••■put'tri. preyent. the’ depfessipri .'and'.-to correct'faults'and'-iri-,'' '’ •- 
}J,pis.t-i;ces>.i..inioup 'pres-ent 'syst.em.'/'which. ?.makerievan/"freedom.-’ ■, 

■ Ibcirig Ainericaris'; look' ■wistfully'-’at' Russia-;-.ife- ritated that;// '.r 
if■‘■ponsri.rva'bf ■ves/-sp'ent.:;'rapre- time doi-ng/this/and/ies's.-. tlnie '• 

smea,rihg other peop,l'e’.,whd ."are trying tn do it.,' 4 s' thri, Cbmrarin-.-. 

; .is’t.s //they-,w,ovld. gefitiuch- f ar-ther-- .in' the/job of ..ret'urning,. -bh-e. > ’. 
.Cpmra'unist Par' 6 y. to-its; pfbp.ef-pXace-.bedide'-’’the'Buckmanites/:’- 
and-.the,..Roly ■Rd'l.'lers.1'/-,.- .-.7>.; ..k’. - ■ 

F.or -i;he.''purpo-se,s q,f .'this’■ report*,‘,^it shoulri .be",.notb'd 'that/his, , 
add-itio-ria-i articles in -L'lPE ^Magazine,/subs,epiiprit'to. the', one ' ' 

.referred-to above j .pertained- to the .Robsev/elvt„ family/,;* In'.,-./ -. 

./P 0 ,RTnHE,- August./;'1'9'42pertained-'to'* the cbndi.tioris-' in/A‘rgen-.'. ..... 

.. tinri, ‘.and 'in, tlie" • ATLANT.Ip.'MQRTHL'Z ;pf Oc tober;/=.r946-,,vpe'rtaine.d ‘ ‘ . 
to the peridirig‘riati.bna.l ,.'G,bngre'sai.ona.l;.‘ele.c tibris'V •'•• ■--• ■*'./ ■' / 

The lie-w -York TimeA 'Book'Revi.ew ■sriction-'-fO'r/tune* 29.,ii947:>-''aon- 
tairis.'a-.criticism .by the'Subject' of/a repent "publication'..' 
'en'tit,led ■ "Amfericari-. Gomraunism, 'by'’JAME4-''.0N''EAL-.and /G',;,'A.. ,''/¥ERilER'." 
•In.-t'he criticism,. ■SGHLESI-RGER.' indi'ca'tes -that/tbe' ne.ed-.is' , - 

''.|■fo,r''a'■•l 6 ,ng .and heayi-ly •documented-hi'stpry. 'o'f trie; Gpmmuriist'■ 

; Party of/the. 'United’Sta't.e a/and indlc'ates. that the-'^ •wor'k/of, ,■•' 

' '.ii .ONEAri and 'WERNER ’do'eS' rio.t • apcompiisri./th:at objec.tive. in, it ’ ‘' 

/ he'indicate,s’tha’b-’the .'.bopk'.. does riot .proyide-thri-'answer.- to- 
; the- burrerit; pr.pblem b-f Araerican.; liberal,s/and..';Grit-icizes/the. “ . 

/ t'Gommuriis'b.'servility -tq'Soviet policy,--/and-.the ’ Communist-. •/ •' 

• -’hatr ed., f or ' ali/ie.f tis-ts' iwho- r etain/.a.,rb,sertatio-n.^or /two-" alqo.ut' - 

Soviet-'virt'ue He Indic.ates that-'-■libe ral's must avoid trie/’.''''' 

■/■?t:em'P.tatipri,> 0 'f ,.bn alii'arice, with either/side, ‘"right or,.lef t'i,. • <: 
;-/f.pr trie''triumph, of •e'i'ther. trie'right; or,the;, left •will.-inerin' . -. 
trie .‘extirictibriiof.liberty.' ./^v,' y.-/y, .y. ' ■'i 

•tlie.vpreseri-t'rtime- SCH.LRSlHGSRiisj/re.s.idi'ng; .4t//C.hevy//Chas.e • 

. • j Tiaryla'iid’ and, •-.per fqrrairig.’research v/ork'-'-in cohnec/tiqn .'vyith-ri■ 

■ •^.'forthcomingV'.publi 6 ati 9 n,^'. "The. Age., q/f .-Rqoseye'lt.Fr-bm in-.'; . . 

• .fo'rmat,ibn’'prbvide'd,,'.■wiaicri. .will be aub’sb'quently;''id.erittf i-ed,’,y- - 

■| ’it./appedrs/that 'bib worky.at thev^pr'esent-.-timp/is-.cOncprned/ '-/' '_ • 

/•'" '■•-;•• .t;-. ' ,'/ ■ /' .• ri-'- -.'■ 

ri-' - -'/-'''j’ .4; ' /./' • ‘ 



-r' 'i'''.'i'’'-'’ 
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; ' ..-'ta'ke .tk^; actual 'drkparat'-lon-6? • tke'^kodk'. •/■■ C-’*' . '■ 

. -, ■' ■/.' '•!- c jv,. ,'- •’ ;■ T-"''‘-v "-■'i .- 

" .'An^ examination.■was’-'made-'-'Qf' ■t’he--:incil-:ces-:-of’“‘-t'hevBOST0N,-AMERI-C'AN';.'- 

• -kewspagen'i‘, Boston'', ;;M„assac.Kuse'i:.ts\''';w1;iigli/GQnta;ined.‘'numVr '■ , 

■ - ' •rafepenc.ekt-tiotih'i'rii-;the'i3?/'own;, putlioAti6n■';and^‘in lather Bdst'oh ' ,• 
pu'dlic'ations',;,' and...thd.^f9Tlo%ing,‘is4a !com'p.'ojsi te'-.df; the. 'in-f p-rrri-' / 

■ .a't'lon ^dpntained:9in •.their'‘.-fi,-les':, i;' , 

, ■ rThd;'Bds.Tpr;.G£0-BE of .January-BO,-,U'947/ripent/i^^ the S'uh-ichh'-I 
' -.■'las the ._^-r,e-cipient’vr6f 'honors by; t’he^ .punip.r' United-';St-ate-s .'Ohamber 
• yI ofyCommerce as,' one' .©f 'the .'Natien isPteh putstanding',,young'- men'.j 
'I iripiuded .w'ith'.the’, Subject''■in,''r'eceiv.ing.'these'.-honors'', -wa's;' h h-- 

■ |•-C.ongrehsman•-JOHN.E,-KENHEDY/-CSARLES-'-BOpTE,'■••of-.*thP.'AVC, . ’ V'" ■ 

■'ff JOE''LplJlSV'et;c-.--.■- 
' “■ '■ ' !»”■'■■. '-A''■■■.’■ R p ■' “ 0:' V j" / " ,; '• 
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it ,m;eag,erly' policy-yy'pr.iricipally^- oE,chpuklnguR’usU.iavandi'dfdoing --.r 
lunothingi.'else*’"''’-. SCH-LBSINGEB, -was repor't'ed'ttp'.haye, "sald,;‘‘j'-'the. 
l-.Tfuman ■ adi:nin'is''Brat;ion;’has. ali.';,'the./a't;tf ifete's 'oif- .b[ je'l’ly'f l'sh'’p, 

I without;.,the ■3t'i'ng._.,,;He.'':ihdi,cpte:d; that/the'--^NfiS't.pol-icy.••■was- ’ '' 
-no. U-j-n'hfl-.nbv -fi-'n'-hB''nD’.T-'f4iTih-ntWynwnh1 fi ' a .<!’^‘&R-A-'l\FriO '--n-nP- (IfTT'ANG - 



r.al'‘'mbv'eme'ht''''that - 

•V-., 


t srupx:-Qn^xv aiiu- -au.v uu uxh,.xj;uiir;v;V“iiiiuiia 

ioxit phetwor’ld undRa.-reyitaT- -pf‘'--theh-llbe.halpmqv'era’e 
.-’give.,bir/th--hd i'the"‘New ijpaly :/^ 

\:.'T.h:e 'BOSTON',' POST,yin,’an^ a.r''ticlby'pub,l'i‘shed';ph‘‘CA'dg-.'d'’str4V'I9.46, 
''-'in.-ah'ihter.vie-Wywith '3QHBKB'lN0ER,.Tma'd.e':lre'fpferide.'-to his" ' 

.. political interests and .'-actl-yities-. At the., presentilme , -;'• 

‘,; '.SOHLESTNGER^was' .rbporte'dyas.- s’t'.a'tlhgi 'ftf/,'ybubie;ah'-,my.'Jia't .‘.pi'’ 
art-i-C'le 'you,., know, I- am’ no-.'admire-r-of. ■the-''Eo'^iet:'IInioh,' bu't",.r. 

'.-i a.wai,rias^some",hate sugg.est'ed',-" wouldpb.e.',tihthihkab'Ie',V te-rribl'e,’' 
t Some^othhf'way.must-be found..**' . He. ady6cat.e,d, no repre.s.si've i .-1 
"i -'^legisiatibn'-ori- rb.t'urn;of 'i'lARTIN'-DIES -.-tpipublic-,.serv'i’ce', -ibii.'t':.' x-; 
, fto'^prevehti'thb’-antupi.pated 'depression;-and^ -'t: 9 "bjP'rrect.. thei".'; .i '0; 
.■'i ''Taults and'-ip 1u'stiG-e’.s-of our, preseht’-'-'sys-tem'.'.’.T'A'..... . 

\ \ 'h.'" ^ ''t''’;-;-. u'.'.''h; / ;b’ 

'r ’ ' f ' y '-.Vv'v •» '' ‘ " "h ''* , . 
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-■ Cohf identTa-l .Jriformah't,' T-^l .^advise'il -thajb-.lle' h|as Kad/occaslpri • 
’•.to, know'of 'the’■SCHLES.iNGER; !fa!hliy\‘inti-mately,.;.and .to', come in,, ‘-ji. -- 
'■ contact, with,;, tii.e^,Subject, oh fre'q.'uent., Qc.c.asl.ons-..- He , describes" 

’ him;as^a li'ber.a'l;'o.f :the . New-.Deal'-!s.chdoi. ahd.,,one who. hat .jbeeh 
.thoroughly-'inh-octrinaled,-.with the-.’am-bitlons - arid ide-als ' of -the 
■ .-Clvil-'Libertie.s Union ...through thf ■ work-., o'f-‘ his-, father., .‘Bro- , 
f ess or.; Arthur. M. ..-SCHtESINGER--.,- ■ I't"- wa.s . -the .o’pihi.on '-of-.-t.he‘- i-n- 
..fo.fmah'b t}:ia-t';;SCH‘]jESINGER'was'.an anti-Gonimunist, but one who' 

. believes- ■that; the answer ‘.-bp - the., 'Gpmmuhis't ■threat, to; American, 
rpemocracy !is;.hy 'the-sti’engtheningT-pf > the DemocraPy ,.and;. not by-'- 
- “ih'vest'i'gatio.ns;'and .witch hunta#' 1''-, ,,He f.ur'bher. observed-:that-! .. 
the^.^S'ubject ’ is ■'a-„-young man' presently‘.oniy.’ 29! years :of. age, '■and^ 
his, contacf-.wi.th;..the outside wo.rldl and dts'interests-has .been'■ 
confined -p prihcipally, tp His "'war'-work-wi-t-h'.the ..Of fice-of-liYar. ;■ 
■Thf.o,rm;at'.ldn,. and OSS!, bu-t bel-i.e-yes .-that he - i-s. fu-ndaraentaily ■• ' 

sound t-. in.'hi S' concept, of -our ■•Am'eri'can. Democracy'.-and.- would! not 
; elassljhiim-as ! a-.;Conimuni'st.'Or -Spv.iet, 'sympathizer'-. -.'This .inform- 
•'-'■ant.-hid-.indicate; however,', that the.';information-pre-vdously ,G . 

rec.prded-:'relating ;t6 -SCHLESINGER and/his views'wi'th respect- 
^ 'to' inyd.s-tlga-tio.ns--'wa.s- ■ .such" asr.-bp .-preclude' any favdfa'bie im- ' 
pres 3 i"on-, insofar .as hisyToyal-ty .inquiries' wer.e'eoncerhed. 


. i ■ 


iden ti-.aJ..-.Xhf'ormaht. 


advised-,' that he ' has -kn'owri= 


V 


I 


of - SQHLESINGER' fqr'.many. years-.'but has ,,had:,,only infrequent'.- 
contact .wi-bh -him.This-‘"individua-r; ■ ■who■ is .engaged iri-,'the ■ 
'.literary, field,'-has ■ f.ollQ'wed..SQHLESI,NGER-*,s-writings-'very:-' - 
-'closely-and’regafds.'‘hlm ds-fan anti''rrCdmraun.istHe' likenedhlm 
..to a.-'’'New '.Deal'Li-b.eral''' who‘is .concerned-,with 'civil iliber'bies,- 
ahd -righ'ts and ..f requeh'bly ddes'..not .''examine.'into .-'the' dep'th-S- ■ 
of the -Coikmunist- i'nfil'b-^ratioh /to"-'recognize • the .value's ' that- . ' 

-may-'come'"fr.pm.,lriq'u'irles, ahd inVesttgatipri,s„.and-. the'-necesei'ty ' 
.for such inquiries- and- investigations', in pre,servin'g-the struct¬ 
ure of-.our American Government...- 

R'eceh'b.iy, -according to this.- informant'.-. . SCHLESINGER -.'contac ted ■' 

4 ■!« -P 4-4 .-vv-k tnr 4 4-Vi ->^ 1 4“‘r^ 1 I 


:b2 - 
:b7D 


'him- seek! ng-.i-nf ormatiori.,with regard, to 


],,pf . the [ 


]-B'ostpn,' M-assachuSe-tts; 


be 

b7C 


, the.’-'suhject, of ah Internal' Se c ur i-tv ’ ih-ve 's-tiga- bion-: inthe 


Bos ton ’-Pivisabn: and - presently 


I 


IH'S 

of 


to 


' fpf' Massachusetts.' 
^establish-the.t, Communist interests 

-article 


\>P 


the f 

.-SCHLESINGER- was 
and-' 
that-he 


seek"?, 
affiliations. 
m'ay "be. -prepar-- 


a'pp'ar.en-tly 'fo-r an ^ 

ing'-pr. for.hi.s 'rinterests,-in the--Am..ef,ic.ans; f or-.pem.pcratic 
•Ac-tipn.'with’v/hich he , i-'s ■associ-ate:d'",at..-W-ashihgtori, D.C-;,- 
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.ru- u;'> 




’ « *v ^ 


fc,. 






^'B0 S'v’« . 100-17,132 


~;, \ [ has 'prevl-ousiy “'prpvided^i'.nf orm'atiph'“yith;,-_re’sp'ect ., 

" '■•to: the.-puhlicatidn b-f/SCHLESlIfC^ER,'s hook-, ;;’'The;;A‘ge^-o^7Jac&6nj 
' dhd ■^d.vlsed'.l^at p’ r'eprlht o’f this hooK: pt" per; copy",' 

i'n .'lieu ,pf ■the-.^^S^per -cppy- 'regular subscription-,' was -made .. -! 
=’available, to the’Book,.Pind. Clubi- .There I’s sork'b;:qu,estidri-’as 
. to the bab'kgr'o-und of**'the Bbpk Find dlulD,. it being-noted that 
: -i-n: fb-rmatisn haff'-been.-rproVide'd-indi catink that -i.-t «w'p3: *f ou,nde,d^ 

•;-i)y - I _ _ r -b6t]i'-'‘o-f~'-whom'.-''iiave* -.^e'-bh ■■t-'t t 

- 'actiye in ,'cbnnec-1::ioh-,-with;'Cpnuaunist 'front'.organizations,. ■ 

; Hbwe;ver’,' during,'recent, 'contact-,! this.-lin-f-ormant; w.as .unable' tp‘. 
prpvi-d'e"',Sny,-addit'ion’al ■ inf ormat'ion -with - re's'pecto- "current’''':-;- " 
^'interests' or ^abtivities'.p'f- ’SCHLESTiTGER in’■'connect-ion- -with'- any 
icbimunist'organizations or froh'ts.- -'i' -.■'.i!.'-'-' ' 

■ ’'-V, ■■ -.. -JiiSGELtAkE0'[fs-4 V, 

-^-.At .the, present ...time;, t,he. Subject'and -his- w.ife . are, residing-!.at 
i‘4202•-Curtis 'R-6a.d, 'Chevy Chase,'l.'Iar'ylaii&i’. where-\he- is- dc>in-g;_ - 
" res.e.arch'f-p.r his-.'coming bo.bk, ".The Age of RooseV.e'lt-j 'and-’ 
according'.-to, informatioh- is - an .active 'member--otithe- American 
;:.'ye,teran-s--Committee .and'.-'.'fch'e.^A-meri-cans' fpr' ppmocratic Ac.tiQh'.-'-.-b 

{There is -no i-ndicatiPji', .fr'p,m''th&T inquiries--and. rosea;'r.c'h at , 
:;jBost.onj Massachuse.-b.ts-, 'iin p-onnection--,'with, t-hp.,Subipct' that,■ he-, 
jhas-.'been assbciated .with any' .Communist-'or,ppmmunio.t.'front.-'/ 
lorganiza'fcions-and the expressions which, are,: contained in. this 
(report have,, .'been..contained.', 'in_ his ■v'/ri.ti.ngs.. to d-a'te.- 

The f iles of-.the' l I .n't'. Boston,'-M-ass-^ 


If 


:b2 

be 

b7C 

?b7D 


achus-et-bs.,-' contain ’^phly -gene.ral background - inf o.rmati'on-'r'egard,! 
•irig . the ^ubject- 'Ihd'i-c.atin^ that/he- -has' 'a .iayorable-'/credit, -'- 
record and, f,urth.er>' that' ,'he- had -.'an ’ add'itiona'i. address/at - , 

■'\tash'ing'ton, ,Di-G'-. V of .5.353 Broad'^.Branch.Road., ^ 

•< ■ '‘‘hv...-' .r,'!-■ ■; '-s,.; ‘ ■'r'.-h,--■’ 

The re'cords' b-f-./the" Massachusetts State-/Boa'rd 'of'*-Probafi.oni*• 
Bo'ston, -Massachusetts,: were 'examined -with, negati.ye -results. 


:b7D 




--...c' L;- ■0 '..-b:- E‘'D..; - 
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ce NLemoTandufn • united states government 



FROM 


SUBJECT: 


Director 


Mr* Ladd 


ARTHUR MEIER SCH: 
SEcrtmrrrmTTEK^ 



DATE: September 22, 1947 



By letter dated May 21, 1947, the Bo ston Office advised th e 
Bureau that they had received information from I I 

l <tf tl>s l l oti l « 

Westph^Massachusetts, concerning the subject* According to the 


Mr* Hendo n 
Mr* PennlnglbhJ 
Mr* Quinn Tamm_ 
Tele. Room_ 

Ur* Nease 


infom«ition received by the Boston Office from| 


he attended 

2iiSS> 


J 


a dinner earlier in that week given in honor of.^i^(ieor:i _ 

fovinder of the Ford Hall, Boston, Massachusetts* baring this dinner,' 
Schlesinger was called upon to deliver-a~two minute tribute'-to Dr* Coleman, 
as were several other persons present at the diimer* During his speech, 
which the subject stretched into a ten minute oration, he praised the Ford 
Hall Forum and its founders for their willingness to allow "liberal and 
progressive speakers" to appear and also am attackacjlfpK the Federal Bvureau 
of Investigation and -the House Committee on Un>Dhnerlcan Activities for their 
"unwarran-ted interferences in our democratic way of life*" 



7irith reference to -the latter point, 


that 


fSchlesinger declared that the FBI and the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities did not differ ei-ther in me-thod of operation or in results* 

Both organizations, obstensibly dedicated to -the preservation of "the 
American way of life, are doing much to destroy this* fheir incessant and 
unwarranted attacks upon persons and organizations have little persuasion* 


After the subject sat down. 


inquired of him as to 




m- 


(gr 


whether or not there are any differences in philosophies of John Edgar Ho over 
and the Congressman Johi^Rankin* Schlesinger, Jr. informed I I that 

there were no differences and""®!t, if anything, John Edgar Hoover represented 
a more dlestructive force in American public life -today -than any Fascist who 
might be named, including I^nkin* 

In vievf of the remarks made by the subject at this dinner, -the Boston 
Office was requested to conduct an investigation into the background and activi¬ 
ties of the subject. The Boston Office has now submitted a report, and in brief 
it points out as follows: Schlesinger -was born in"Columbus, Ohio, on October 15, 
1917* He received his A. B* Degree (suonma cum laude) at Harvard University in 
1938 in History and Literature, and thereafter was awarded the Henry Fellowship 
for study in &igland in 1939* He returned to Harvard as a Junior Fellow on 
February 19, 1942, doing private study and research*, ife was thereafter associated 
wl-bh ^the Qfld>ce~o £ — l f i fa r -- Inf egffiat-ion in ViTashington, D. C*, and later on went -to 
Europe wi-bh’ the Office of Strategic Services until 1945 • Miile with the Off ice of 
Stra> tegic~ Services he supervised the preparation of intelligence i^port^to -the 
T^idquarte'rs of the Allied^^^ditionary Forces* ^ 


k 


16 


JEMje-vw 

''O' I )i b! 






1UDEXBi> 

1°’ 


j£], n ■ 
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During this time he wrote the historical work, entitled "The Age of 
Jackson", and for his work in connection with this he was awarded the Pulitzer 
Prize in 1945* He thereafter, contributed articles to "Life", "Fortune", 

"Atlantic Monthly", "The Nation", and the "New York Times Bo(^ Review Section" 
on politics and government. 

He was a fellowship professor in the History Department at this Harvard 
University at the age of 28 and at the present time is on leave until iliie fall 
of 1947, while he is doing a book entitled, " Tha^lige of Roosevelt" , being prepared 
under a Guggenheim Fellowship. " '.. .. 


Schlesinger wrote 


Qunist 


USA" irtiich appeared in the 


Life magazine for July 29, 194“^^ in which he expTdgeSMe international interests 
and activities of the Communist Party as "unquestioning servants of the Soviet 
Union". In his article he stated, "The^Communist Party is a small but tightly 
disciplined group and strives with fanatic zeal to promote the aims of Russia." 

The article continues and points out, "For better or for worse, the Commvinist 
Party of the United States is here to stay. It grew when the USSR was still a 
gamble; it will grow faster as the gamole pays off ai^ it will persist if re¬ 
pressive legislation forces it underground." At another point in his article, 
he said, "A real revolutionary party in this country might be a, good thing and, 
if conditions ever are allowed to develop which would make a revolution suctess- 
ful, we desez^e to have one. Jefferson thought one should come about every twenty 
years." At another place he stated that the Conununist Party, USA was not a revo¬ 
lutionary party due to the control of an "external power" and that the "Communist 
influence in the United States imnobllizes the United States left." ^^16 article 
concluded by indicating that the Communists are looking towards the next depression, 
and that the way to defeat them is not to pass repressive legislation or 
return Mar ti nj^es to pxiblic service, but to prevent the depression and to cor¬ 
rect faults and injustices in our- present system which make even "freedtan-loving 
Americans look wistfully at Russia." He stated that if the conservatives spent 
more time doing this and less smearing other people who are trying to do it, as 
the Communists, they would get much further in the job of returning the Communist 
Party to its proper place beside the Buckmanites and the Holly Rollers. 

The Boston Post in an article published on August 4, 1946, in'an 
interview with Schlesinger, made reference to his political interests and activi¬ 
ties at the present time. He is reported as having stated, "If you read my 
latest article you know I am no admirer of the Soviet Union, but a war, as 
some have suggested, would be luithinkable, terrible. Some other way must be 

N H B ^ C ^ 

The Boston Globe on OctoBSF^’3^1946, repo?tOd"'a’*sitot^^^'^m^e^by the 
subject at the Hotel Kenraore diimer of the Frances Sweeney ConEnittee of th^^ ^len ds 
of Democracy. I ncorporated, in which Schlesinger criticized both/ ^^nes and Wallace 
and stated^ "liaBSc^tlSSlcS of Russia as a sort of 'brook-farm' coSmuS-ty, and 
Byrnes’ approach was that of a 'negative meagerly policy' principally of checking 
Russia, and of doing nothing else." Schlesinger was reported to have said, "The 
Truman administration has all the attributes of a jellyfish without the sting." 



- 2 i 



The Boston Globe of January 20, 1947, identified the sxibject as the 
recipient of honors by the Junior United States Chamber of Commerce as one of 
the Hation’s ten outstanding young men. Included with the subject in receiving 
these honors was Congressman John B^^ennedy . Gharles^^Bolt e. of the American 
^Veterans Committee axvi Joe^jCTuis. 

The New York Times Book Review Section for June 2^ 1947, contains a 
criticism by the subject of a recent publication entitledx^if^erica n Con anunism”. 
by JamesT^eal and G. Ar^H^rner . In the criticism, Schlesinger indicated that 
the need is for a lo^a^T^a^ly documented history of the Communist Party of 
the United States and indicates that the woik of Oneal and Werner does not accomp¬ 
lish that objective. In it he indicates that the book does not provide the answer 
to the current problem of American liberals and criticizes the Communist servility 
to Soviet policy, and the Communist hatred for all leftists who retain a reserva¬ 
tion or two about Soviet virtue. He indicates that liberals must avoid the t^pta- 
tion of an alliance with either side ’’right or left" for the triumph of either the 
right or the left will mean the extinction-; of liberty. 


The Boston Office in its report points out that the subject's father 
presently a history professor at Harvard University. 

■lb Ha- is recorded as being among 


is Arthur__ 

^ 

The subject's father, the report points out. 


-those individuals who protested -the denial of free speech to ii ari/tsro waer in 
1939, and active in connection with -the affairs of thefGiyil^Iiherties^Union. 
Pur-thermore, at one time, he stated his willingness to ac-t as a sponsor for the 
• ^bung Co m munist leagu e^ on -the Harvard University Campus in 1933. Furthermore, 
Professor Schlesinger, the fa-ther, has indicated that he is opposed to subversive 
activities within the Ccmimonweal-th of Massachusetts. 
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—Convincing Antilt?rte to Hysteria 


^>MERICAN COMMUNISM: A Critical 
A“n«MU"ol Development 

4ind Programs* By Jam^KOneal and 
G. A74)jr«fn*», 4U 
■ ‘Ea^PrOotton^AC^xlS. 

By ARTHUR Ai^foHLESINGER Jr. 

W E3 are today in a state of 
mind concerning commun¬ 
ism which verges on hysteria, 
and the best antidote to hysteria 
is'facts. But resistance to facts 
about communism is widespread 
and methodical. It comes, in the 
main, from two sources: from 
extreme conservatives, who hope 
to proscribe all our national im¬ 
pulses toward reform or revolu¬ 
tion by smearing them with the 
taint of foreigr^ and totalitarian 
loyalties; and from, the Com¬ 
munists themselves, who strive to 
hide these foreign and totalitar¬ 
ian loyalties by pretending a 
liberalism which purports to dif¬ 
fer from one’s own only in being 
(nore ardent and dedicated. 

I Thus the extreme Right and 
the extreme I^eft are united in 
obliterating the distinction be¬ 
tween a liberal and a Communist 
—the reactionaries for purposes 
of attack, the Communists for 
purposes of defense, both for the^ 
essential purpose of promoting 
the Intellectual confusion and 
moral corruption which each re¬ 
quires for success. 

The facts are fatal to this con¬ 
spiracy against the center, be¬ 
cause they expose the fraudu- 
lence of the Communists’ “lib¬ 
eral” professions. As a result, for 
all the hysteria in defense of and 
in opposition to the Communists, 
neither side can afford to dis¬ 
close the whole story without 
destroying some of its own vital 
pretensions. Neither Martin Dies 
nor Elizabeth Gurley Flynn 
seems to want the whole truth to 
be known; and the testimony of 
ex-party members is almost as 
liable to psychosis and hallucina¬ 
tion as the testimony of the 
fervent Commiuiist. What we 
really need is a long, sober, dull 
asfwUhaftvily documented history 


of the Communist party in the 
United States. 

The Oneal-Wemer “American 
Commimism: A Critical Analysis 
of Its Origins, Development and 
Programs” supplies only part of 
this need. It is based on a study 
of American Communism written 
twenty years ago by the veteran 
right-wing Socialist James Oneal, 
for many years editor of The 
New Leader. Dr. G. A. Werner, 
Professor of Russian History at 
the College of the Pacific in Cali¬ 
fornia, in consultation with 
Oneal, retained the first eleven^ 
chapters, enlarged on Oneal's last 
two and added nine of his own. 
This arrangement must have 
struck someone as good editorial 
procedure, but the result Is a 
mixture of tone and style which 
weakens the impact and impairs 
the usefulness of the book. 

TfHE first half—which is most- 
ly the Oneal volume of 1927—is a 
play-by-play description of the 
first years of the Socialist and 
Commimist parties in this coun¬ 
try. It is detailed, factual, compli¬ 
cated, and presented with a mini¬ 
mum of color or of editorial com¬ 
ment. And it is immensely useful. 
Here you will find a documented 
accoimt of the post-war, radical 
se^ts, subdividing and multiply¬ 
ing like the amoeba. 

You will find quotations from 
their manifestoes and from the 
proceedings of their conventions, 
stories of the underground phase, 
of the gradual emergence, under 
Comintern prodding, of a united 
and open Communist party, and 
of the Communist attempt first 
to capture and then to wreck the 
La Follette candidacy in 1924— 
the archetype of Communist “co¬ 
operation” with liberal move¬ 
ments. Unfortunately the authors 
have made little attempt to sup¬ 
plement the material available to 
Oneal in 1927. with more recent ' 
accounts, as, for example, the 
autobiography of Benjamin Git-T 
low. Tha«„t£fifiiment also loses' 


both liveliness and some point by 
its indifference to the personali¬ 
ties involved. 


^HE second half—Dr. Werner’s 
contribution—abandons the de¬ 
tailed, chronolQgical story Just as 
the Communist party begins to 
move into the big time. Instead, 
it provides a series of discursive 
essays—on Trotskyism, on the 
youth movement, on the Comin¬ 
tern, on the writer’s own post¬ 
war hopes—^filled with random 
installments of fact, an abund¬ 
ance of generalization and great 
gobs of sectarian recrimination. 
This x>art of the book misses the 
opportimity of gii^g a connected 
account of the various overturns 
in leadership or reverses in politi¬ 
cal line which characterized the 
CP in the 'Thirties. Moreover, it 
is inadequate on the subject off 
the Communist attempts to penef 
trate the labor and liberal move4 
ments; and it has very little ti 
say on the larger question of the 
intellectual corruption which 
came in the wake of the Com¬ 
munist insistence on Soviet in¬ 
fallibility, on party discipline and 
on a thoroughly demoralizing 
double-standard in art, 
ailufifibditicS. J 




This.vSi«ajr^ir 

with rValuaS^ bib4io- 

hints. Bu^ we still need an exact 
and comnrehe^ve history of the 
Ameriecm party. 

Such 4 histo^neM^ot Indulge, 
in alarmist rhetoric: the facts 
themselves are sufficiently .damn¬ 
ing, even in their rather* dis¬ 
organized presentation in “Amer¬ 
ican Communism.” They' docu¬ 
ment the consistent record of 
Communist servility before thp 
zigzags, of Soviet policy—and of 
Communist hatred for all leftists 
who retain a reservation or two 
about ^ Soviet idrtue. They iUus- 
^ate,' to an extent at least, the 
Communist compulsion to rule or 
niin. any organization in which 
they get a foothold—a Sd" 


Vidw ^ 
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Daniel Biaohp in SU Lonia Star-Times. 

*‘Bloelt the Tunnel." 


consequent impossibility of a 
'^united front" except on Com¬ 
munist terms. They expose, more¬ 
over, the Communist myth of 
their own indispensability to the 
American left by showing' how 
little they contributed to the New 
Peal or to any other serious re¬ 
form movement in this country. 

Liberals presumably have their 
own positive values and pol¬ 
icies and the moral of the Com¬ 
munist story is that liberals 
should stand by their values and 
combat dll who would oppose 
them. ^ reactionaries an d 

nnw^nniats are seekifiF^o 

^troy liberals must 

avoid the temptation of*.,an.ren- 
tangling alliance with either side 
i»-aa.AfiUsade against the other— 


for the triumph of either extreme 
will mean the extinction of lib¬ 
erty. And, in the last analysis, the 
liberal, to be true to himself, must 
rest his case on hard facts and 
sober analysis—not on monolithic 
certitude. 

Men of good-will often com-, 
plain about the failure of con¬ 
servatives to draw any distinc¬ 
tion between progressives and 
Communists. One cause of that 
confusion may perhaps be that 
tcH) many progressives have 
failed to draw the distinction 
themselves. With its imperfec¬ 
tions and shortcomings, "Ameri¬ 
can Communism" supplies con¬ 
crete evidence which should 
dispel a few remaining liberal 
Illusions. III j 
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TO : 
FROM : 
SUBJECT: 


Mr» Tolson 

L» B, Michols 

(P 

ABTEim M.^SQHLBBlNaER.. JR . 
INmEMATZON^CONCERNim 


DATE: July g, 1948 




ington Polst, called tfytrs'^morning and wanted to see me,. I saw 
hint 'at no<^» He o^dined\^hat oj^e of his very close friends 


Mr. Pennington 

of the, Wash-f^uT^^^^- 

Mr, Nease 


Miss Gandy_ 


over a peri^d^of-^'^me was ]Arth ur^'^chlesingery Jr. ^ who had worked 
for OWI and OSS and whom £verXTr“Harriman wanted to take to Paris 
the middle of June to aid in setting up the information services 
in connection with the Marshall Plan*'^ He said that Schlesinger 
could not be cleared by EGA inasmu c^h as th e Bureau was alleged -60 
have reported unfavorably on him* 1 g 



stated that he used the 


words regarding the Bureau being alleged to have reported advisedly 
because he has found out that a lot of government agencies throw 
the Bureau's name around in a manner that is not consistent with 
the truth* He was calling at the Bureau to give testimony on 
behalf of ,Schlesinger and to ask if we could not look into the 
matter since Schlesinger's father h ad at on e time become mixed up 
with various front organisations. A \ further stated that either 

Av erill^arri man or somebody acting for him had contacted* thej^Bureau 
alfew d^^ "ago and that the Bureau had submitted some soth ‘ofxa^^ 
preliminary report, — 


A- 


I told[_ 


]that we woul d look into the matter imme- 
nce 


]stated that 


diately and see what could be done si _ 

Arthur Schlesinger, Jr* has been confused with his father and that'- ^ 
Conceivably there could be a case of mistaken identity since his 
father admitted signing various petitions and letters and partici¬ 
pating in front organisations in the early ■'30's* 




In checking on the matter. [ 


of a call he h ad from 


']informed me 


regarding Schlesinger, whom 


\termed as anti-Uommunist, ^ stating that a f riend of/,'/ 

\ menorandiiJi L 


Schlesinger's was going to conta qt me, \ 
is attached. In this memorandum 


record checA clearance dated June 11, 1948 had 

EGA. that the results of the Bureau's record check on this individual 


points out that a 
been received from 


were returned on July 1, 1948 and re, 


\ 




7 


An informant of known reliability reported«thatvione^:i ^ 
Arthur I VSchlesx) 



and early 1947, |_ | ms reportedly associated 

with a number of suspected Soviet agents and Communists, 

One Arthur Schlesinger reportedly attended a' Win-i^he-Peace y 
Bally March 89, 1946 at Boston, Massachusetts, The Gommunisv 
Party reportedly m ade preparations for this Meeting t^irough 

a reported Oommunist,. .Am.ong the sponsors 




laentified as Oommunists, 
cci Mr* Ladd 


L 







. Memorandum to Mr» Tolson 


"An informant of ?: (known reliability made available 
a copy of an * Urgent Summons to a Congress ori Civil 
Rights* which was to be held in Detroit^ Mi chigan, 

April 87-88y 1946» The summons contained a list of ^ 
names of the sponsors. The name of Professor A, M, 
Schlesingerj Harvard University, appeared on this list 
of sponsors, 



"From various sources information has been received 
that the applicant* s father, Professor of History at 
Harvard .University, has been identified as sponsor or 
committeeman of organisations declared subversive by 
the Attorney General," 

The file reflects that we made an inqui ry on Schlesing ^ 
in June and July of 1947 after it was reported by 


b7D ( 


to an Agent in the Boston Office that Schlesinger had attended a 
dinner given in honor of Dr, George Coleman, founder of the For 
Hall Forum in Boston, that each guest delivered a two-minute 
tribute to br, Coleman and that Schlesinger broke the rule of 
the evening by talking ten minutes making two points—namelyj 
praising Ford Hall Forum for their willingness to allow liberal 
and progressive speakers to appear and, secondly, an attack on' 
the FBI and the Un-American Activities Committee for unwarranted 
interference with our democratic way of life; and that Schlesinger 
also stated that there was no difference between the Director and 
John Rankin, if anything the Director represented a more destruct 
force in public life today than any Fascist who might be named 
including Rankin, 



] of th e Investi gative 

now 


In checking w ith Supervisor [ _ „ _ 

Pivision A \ informed me that former Agent \ 

in charge of security for ECA, called at the Bureau day before 
yesterday. He was thoroughly cognisant of Schlesinger* s background, 
the fact that he -had authored various anti-Communist articles, such 
as the article in Life Magazine, e tc,, and was also familiar with 
the alle gations of I I Mr, Ladd also, talked to Mr, 


[writings might be referred to. At that time\ _ \informed Mr, 

[iadd that G-^ *s files have Sch^lesinger listed as a Communist and 


it hat 


‘8 * 

li 


had informed his superiors that the files of a govern- 
sted him as a Communist, that he did not say it was 


lent agency 

■,he FBI and he assumed that the front office jumped to this con¬ 
clusion. 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


and arranged to have the form returned that is above quoted 
in order that it could be rewritten and Schl esinger*s anti-Communist 


Accordingly, I told 
to furnish a name check, that 

that our information could not have been the cause of Schlesinger*s 


that we had been requested 
we had furnished certain information, be 

b7C 







Memorandum to Mr, Tolson 


difficulties since it was not forwarded to ECA until July 1 and 
was not stamped in over there until 11:30 this mo rning (according 
+.n informn.-k inn furnished Mr, Ladd ^ . ."I * ^ further told 

I I for his personal and confidential information that we had 

ascertained that the files of another government agency list Schle- 
singer as a Communist, that he might wish to make inquiries at the 
War Department, He stated that he knows General Bradley personally 
and intimately and would check with him. 


I also told 


_ that we would be very happy to talk 

to Mr, Schiesinger if he so desired, Mr, Schlesinger came by My 
office, I spent considerable time^ with him, Schlesinger denied 
that he had ever been affiliated with any Communist groups even'in 
his younger days. He pointed to his record of published articles 
as proof of his anti-Communist feelings. He stated that his father 
frankly had supported and joined various front organisations, that 
his father now knows better, I asked him whether he had attended 
a Win-The-Peace rally on March 89, 1946 at Boston, He stated he 
did not attend such a rally, that he was in Washington at that time,, 
that he i^ft 'Oamhridge in 1948 and he did not return, to Cambridge 
until the summer of 1946, On March 89, 1946, he was residing at 
4408 Curtiss Road, Chevy Chase, Maryland^, I told him we had in¬ 
formation that one Arthur Schlesinger had reportedly attended this 
meeting. He denied that it was he. He said that he could prove it 
He was confident that it could not have been his father as his father 
had discussed the 'W.in-J(he-Peace Committee with him and he assumed 
his father knew betierlT 1 ^sked him if he had permitted his name 
to be used on a list of sponsors to a "Urgent Summons to a Congress 
on Civil Rights" to be held in Detroit, Michigan April 87-88, 1946, 

He stated this was''not his name, but he knew the details of this. 


This was his father. He stated that his father did give 
permissi on for, the use of his name, that a few days after the petition 


was made 


called his father and told his father that this 
Congress on Civil Rights was Cormunistically inspired and dominated, 
whereupon his father. Professor Arthur M, Schlesinger, Sr,, withdrew 


_ 

I asked him if he was acouainte d with\_ 


He 


OSS, that he had been question^ 
the State Department, that he had told 


about 


1 told 

\~that 


at 


inner 
fioos too 


cautious, that he placed his own security above his inner convictions 
and that he unde rstood ther e was great bitterness on the part of the 

not doing anything for the cause, I asked 


it 


Communists about 
Schlesinger if t 

He stated that he _ 

worked at OSS,, who was a fellow traveler and in fact he stated that 


IS information came from a so 
believed he was told this by 


\ 


rce that sho uld know, 
who 


was the only decent fellow traveler he had 


ever met or come 






:b7C 


Memorandum to Mr* 


Tolson 


in contact with. He, of cour se, by saying this did not mean that 
he was a friend of\ | He stated that he has seen \ 

once in the last two years at the Harvard Club in New York City, 
where he attended an OSS reunion dinner; that he, Schlesinger, 
spoke about the Third Party, the Communist control and domination 
of the Third Party and the prognostications that Wallace would head 
the Third Party, I as ked Schlesinger^^f he had ^any_jie:a4i-e*t-~bre could ' 
give or any possibTe~~explanation as to why some other 'government 
a gency might !■]■!!+■ being CoTimunistically incline d^ He 'seated 
that he could not, _ ^ said that he had be’erT questioned by Civil 
Service when he was in the OWI as a result of the Civil Service 
Commission confusing his background and record with that of his 
father. He further stated that on one occasion OSS endeavored to 
have him cormi'Ssi oned in the navy and on that occasion he was ques¬ 
tioned about'his political views although they denied the commission 
on the basis of his eyesight not meeting qualifications. He has 
always thought the questioning on his political views was the real 
reason for his not getting the commission. 


He further stated that [ 


of research 


for the Un-American Activities Committee, can testif y as to his 


on 


anti-Communist views although he does not agree with 
the operations o f the Committee, He further stated that he worked 

I nf the State Department on a] secret project a year 
^presently is at Lewiston, Maine, telephone 
could testify as to his anti-Communist views. 


with , . 

ago, thatA 


Lewiston 


and 


He then furnished the following individuals whom he'knew 
intimately and who could furnish information on his background: 


I State Department 
] State Department 


"■I 






'yi^orrfs^rnsi _ 

I I Harvard Universit\ 

''Bernardotpj * -8 Berkley Street, Cambridge, Massa¬ 
chusetts \ 




1 




Harvard University 


j of the history department. 


Hussian history department. 


Harvard Univ'ers'ity 
I^'-Presiden^^^^narit, Harvard University 
\yj' ~Preeident^ James'Tinhey^^axter, Wi ll iams College, ^ 




_ _ _ ^lege 

James RJ^^eston.'New' Yor'k' Times. Washingto n: D, C, 

■ lUo./ 

operations, EGA, 


Willidms’ College ’' 
n; D, u, 
of domestic 


J 


^ mm 



n 

, t 





Memorandum to Mr, Tolson 


In the course of the conversation I asked Schlesinger if 
he had attended the dinner for Dr, Georg9^!folemany founder of the 
Ford Hall Forum in Boston, He stated he had attended, I asked him 
if he spoke. He said that he spoke brieflyj that he spoke about 
the necessity of maintaining progressive and liberal ideas, that 
he denounced, the Un-rAmerican Activities Committee, I asked him if 
was hot a fact that he had also denouhced the FBI oh the basis 
its "unwarranted interference with our democratic way of life," 
stated that*-he had never denounced the FBI, that he had confidence 
FBI, that his writings would show that he had referred to the 
complimentary terms, I asked if he had made any statements 
J, Edgar Hoover represented a more destructive 
today than, any Fascist who might be named in- 
Schlesinger stated that he was shocked that 
a statement as obviously they had or he would 
question, I told him frankly that it had 


it 

of 
He 

in the 
FBI in 

along the lines that 
force in public life 
eluding John Rankin, 
anybody would make such 
not have been asked the 


been stated to us that he had made such a statement,- He stated 
such a statemen±-,^ijs^ not true , that he does not use the term Fascist 
'in~-cnis manner but use¥~iin,n its correct cont4xt, that certainly 
Mr, Hoover is not more dangerous than Rankin but on the other 
han d is an antido’be to Hanking 
'anyone who claimed^Ke' 


"cr 


who 



make 


In the course of the conversation he referred to misin¬ 
formation that is disseminated. He referred to the injustices of left- 
wingers in criticising the Bureau, He mentioned the Sacco-Vdnsetti 
case and stated of course he knew the Bureau and the Director had 
nothing to do with it. He also commented similarly on the A, 

Mitchell Palme r Red raids. In this connec tion, I exhibited the 


to him. 


letters of the 

^ I have gone over this matter with Mr, Ladd, 




We have both 

agreed that the attached letter should be'forwarded immediately to 
at ECAi Schlesinger is returning to his home at 109 

Cambridge, Massachusetts, telephone 47116, Schlesinger 
asked if he coulji/given any advice as to what he should do'now, I 


y^'\lrving Street, 


suggested he wait for a few days so that it could be determined if 
the Bureau has a request to investigate him. He stated that he would 
like to be investigated, t.ha± .^he has full confidence 
that to irwestigate^'invr^fj^^^ 

assistance in furnishing any information on or off the record, 
answering any questions, straightening out any possible instances 
of mistaken identity with his father, that he would appreciate being 
called upon,. I told him we would keep this in mind and if any 
thoughts occurred I would call him the first of the week. 

The form which was originally sent over to the ECA and 
which is dated June 11, 1948, carrying the stamp that it was received 




:b7C 



Memorandum to Mr» Tolson ’ 


at 11:30 a»m,j July 8, is attached with Mr, Ladd's memorandum 
I am also attaching a brief statement which | 
left with me. 



a 

> 
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ALL INFOM-IATIOn COITAIHED 
HEFEIM IS IWCLASSIFIElJ EXCEPT 
IJnEBE SHOOT OTHERWISE 



Qji 


.'rf-v 


»VA^ SCHLESINCJER 




;DATE: 04-08-2008 

-’classified by 60324 UC BAIJ/R3/VCF 
^DECLASSIFY OH: 25X 3.3{1) 

, \04-08-2033 


During' war - worked in. 


OWI (well known 1>b 



bl 


Politically » always antifCommuniato Has- attacked Communism 
publicly ever since he started to write articles for public 
cation (19‘^0 on).<, So; far as is known, was never associated 
with any fronwofsahization. Possible source of confusion 
with father, who is equally anti-Gommunist but may have 
signed things in thirties, 

American 

In June 46 wrote article on The/Communist Party for LIFE 
Magazine. First of many articles urgihg thSit.liberals re~ 
sist Commxanismo Active in organizing AD&,'sstl'”Ubl&iuni«t -- 
llberal organization. Repeatedly at^|i:ci?ea.j:ln OotMUnifet ’ 
press e«S.» in May number of ■‘.Uof’iio-iaiT 

theoretical organ), in June number of MaB0£S - 

(literary monthly). 


In summer 4? did a top secret Job, for State Department in be 
analyzing possible Communist tend encies In Voice of :b 7 c 

America broadcasts . Well known to | L to 

I K top investigative agent), to | 

(anti-Communist expert), - 


TIME IS OF P^SSNCE. Schleslnger supposed to oe in Paris 
June 15,■ ^^fcS3’^f'«|lness is in formative stages. Must be back 
at 25, 
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ALL DIFOPHATION COIITAIMED 

HEF^EIH IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 09-28-2007 BY 60324 AUC BAW/RS/YCF 


rz». Tc!c3S, 
T/Ix, Clegg.., 
Ij Mr. Glavia, 


Office NLefuc., .jjdum • united si^iw/GovERNMlMoiaT 



SUBJECT: 

nrfl 


DIRECTOR, FBI 
SAC, BOSTON 

ARTHUR M. SCHLESINGER, JR: 
INFORIIATION CONCERNING 
(REFER 5-IS) 


DATE: January 11, 



Mr. Hosein. 

‘Y2x. Tracy. 

. 

Mr. Gurnea..... 

Ilr. Hcirbo__ 

mr. Mohr_ 

Mr. PenraSngtoH 
Mr. QumnTami 
Mr. 



ARTHUR M. SCHLESINGER, JR. is an Associate Professor of History at 
Harvard Collegej the local head of the Americans for Democratic Actionj 
and was the subject of an extensive European Recovery Program Applicant 
investigation conducted in June and July, 19W. Full information con- 
cerni ng SCHLESINGER. JR. was set forth in the Boston report of Special 
Agent I ~| in the latter case. Confidential 


b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


Informant |_ 


Jhas furnished the following information of interest 


/ 


in view of SCHLESINGER's writings concerning Communism, which are pub¬ 
lished in the New York Times and Life Magazine. ^ \ 

6 *' 

For many years and from the time of the first edition, the Little Brown b6 
Publishing Co. in Boston has published and distributed the "Fanny Farmer 
Boston Cooking School Cookbook." This ite m, in the tr ade, is regard ed 


as a very stable one. The present 


] is a certain 


The 


terms of the contr act are not the usual ones and the owner of the copyright, 
who is | I is free to take the book to another publishing house 

with little or no prior notification. The llith or l5th edition has only 
recently come off the press. 


i 

S 

w 

o 


Prior to publication of th e last edition , the President of Little Brown 
Co. advised Informant that ! I had been c ontacted by SCHLESINGER, Jr 

SCHLESINGER, Jr . had infor^d her that | | of Little Brown 

Publishing Co.,£ 


o> 

CD 


o 
o 

S 

t tH 

O QC 
Q 


was 


__ __ a member of the CP. He suggested 

that it was a grave viol'tftion of New England tradition to have th e cookbook 
published by a firm which employed Communists. (It is noted that I I 

is subject of a pending -‘■S-C investigation in the Boston O ffice'.) 

SCHLESINGER, JR. suggested that the book be transferred by _ 

Houghton-l£Lfflin Co., another publishing fi rm with which SCHLESINGER 


to 

is 


now associated as an author.' 


Little Brown Co. to make"further inquiry regarding! 


had gon e to the Pr esident of 


affiliations. 


It appeared to the President that she was ab out to leave hi s firm and he 
requested the Informant to attempt to pacify 


contacted!_ 


Brown Co. knew that] 

was a 



and informed her that ho one at Little 
member of the CPj that he had, in fact. 


K 


b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 
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b6 

b7C 














be 

:b7C 


denied such membership to the firm President; that as a gentleman it 
was necessary to accept his word until proof positive to the contrary 
was received. Informant suggested that I I ask SCHLESINGER, JR. 

to prove his allegations. 


]recontacted 


and made the following b2 


Subsequently, I 

report; She asked SCHLESINGER, JR. to prove his statement and the latterbe 
had replied: b7c 


1 . 

2 . 


The FBI had an extensive file on 
That when in Washington last summer he, SCHLESINGER, had been 
permitted to review this file at the Seat of Governme nt. 

The Bureau fiie contains no positive information that^ 


b7D 


be 

b7C 


il'. 


is a Party member or has been, but it does disclose that his 
conduct has been such that a conclusion of Party membership is 
warranted. 

That he, SCHLESINGER, had knowledge of_Party affiliation 

but his source was such that he could not disclose it, and since 
he could not disclose his source he could not describe the infor¬ 
mation furnished by said source. 


I told l I that she informed SCHLESINGER: 

1. He was inferring that he had reviewed privileged government 
documents which inference he could not substantiate. 

2. He was declaring that he had more information concerning 
Communist activities than the FBI. 

3. That he had not as a loyal American furnished such information 
to the Bureau. 

h. That he was engaged in those techniques condemned by himself, i.e. 
alleging facts which he would not substantiate, on the alleged 
grounds his sources were privileged and could not be divulged. 

5. That he was attempting to bolster the latter with an inference 
that Bureau records would support his personal contention. 


b2 

be 

b7C 

b7D 


Accordingly, | ~| has decided not to sever her publishing 

affiliations. :b7c 


The foregoing is furnished the Bureau for informative purposes, and it 
is noted that SCHLESINGER is not above making irresponsible statements. 

_ I I -r .. 
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DECLASSIFIED B1 
ON 09-28-2007 


60324 AUC BA¥/RS/¥Cr 


Office M.eL:.. .L _ndum • united 


Ladd 


Rose 


SUBJECT: 


'-■‘hi'' 


ARTHUR MEIER SCHLESINGER, JR. 
.II\IF0RMATI0N CONCERNING 



.^VERNMENT 


ebruary 8, 19k9 




Mr. To Iso n 
Mr, E, A. TS5P 

Mr, Clegg_ 

Ur. Glavl n*'; 

Ur. Ladd \ 

Ur. NlchoWg^ 
Ur, Rose n W 

Ur, Tracy_ 

Ur. Carson_ 

Mr. Egan_ 

Ur. Gurnea_ 

Ur. Harbo 

Ur. Hendon_ 

Mr. Pennlngton_ 
Mr. Quinn Tainm_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Ur. Nease 

Miss Holmes_ 

Miss Gandy . 



I_jinfonnant of the Boston Division |_| recently Miss Gandy . 

obta ined some intere sting information concerning Arthur Meier SchlesingerT 
from I I viho publishes and distributes a cook book through the ihi 

facilities of the Little Browi Co. J > 

I advi sed the infornan t that in an effort to induce her to 

transfer ttie publication of I [ from the Little Brown Co. to the 

Houghton-Mff lin Co., with which he is asso ciated as an author, Schlesinger told 
I that I of the Little BroTm Co. is a Communist. 

HJhen l asked Schlesinger h ow he kne w this, he emswered with the assert! 

that the FBI had an extensive file on I I and that he had been permitted to se 

it while in Washington in the summer of 19U8. 

You will recall that we investigated Schlesinger for the Sconomic 
Cooperation Administration in July 19U8. He is the rather toII known author 
who wrote an ‘'expose” of Communism and Communist tactics in July, 19U6, His 
father,^Ar tl^ Melej^TSchl esi nger, Sr.. Professor of History at Harvard has been 
associated with several communist fronts in t^e past, 


You will also recall that during the course of our investigation of 
Schlesinger, he appe ared at the Bureau cuid was interviewed ly Mr. Nichols after 
•Mr, Morris &nst and | | of the Washington Post had vouched for his 

character and loyalty, Mr. Nichols states that as far as he knows, Schlesinger 
•saw no Bureau files. 


ACTION: 


None. This is merely furnished for your information as an illustration 
of the fact that Schlesinger is not above making irresponsible statements. 
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1949 


TO: 


.Director 


_ Mr. Ladd 


Mr. Clegg 

j 

Mto Tolson. 

Mr. Glavin 

Mv*. T.aAA 

_Mr. Harbo 

Cle«^ _ 

, Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Glavin. j 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Nicholo. j 

_Mr . Tracy 

Mr. RoQcn . . ^ 

Mr. Fletnhfir 

Mr. Traoy . | 

Mr . Mnhr 

Mr. Horbo .... ..... >] 

Mr. narlson 

Mr. Mobr .. t 

Mr. Nease 

Tel©. Boom .. 

_ Miss Gandy 

Mr. Naaoe. 

Personnel Fi 


Records Sect 

.on. 


-Mrs. Skiliman 


See Me For Appropriate Action 

Send File Note and Return 


Clyde Tolson 
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lRNMENT 


TO 


ly'FROM 


SUBJECT; 


Mr» Tolson 


L» B» Nichols 


DATE; November 9, 


With reference to the attached letter from Boston 
transmitting a memorandum prepared by Arthur^Schlesingerj 
recounting a visit he had from .Tnf>ty n]i)ffit a robin, and the 
information that Schlesinger furnishe'k to [ 



7*-^ Ur, Pennington” 
or* jur. Quinn Tamm. 
Tele. Room_ 

Ur, Nease 


was advising us 
I frankly don't 


so that he would not be 
like the tone of this* 


__ that 

compromised with 



I would like to suggest that we return the memorandum 
to the Boston Office^ after making copies^ and tell the Agent in 
Charge to return it to Schlesinger with the statement that we did 
not like the implications and the connotations of his crack that he 
was sending the memorandum so that he would not be compromised by a 
visit from Starobin; that we are not concerned with him in any way^' 

it became important to check on him we -y 
at that time; that he should have 


shape or form and that if 
would ascertain the facts 
by the treatment extended 


him last summer 


tion by ECA as to the Bureau's methods 


when he was 
operation. 


knjown 


undej^ co.nsidera -1 


'LBN :hmc 

i . / 

' : 

•"‘QSf: 


0Uo-kLV 


cx-< ^ jza.^ 


- 
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Office M.emorandum • united states goverimI® 


To 3 e«! 


FROM t 


SUBJECT: 


Diraotor, FBI 
SAC, Boston 


COMMUinST PARTY BRIEF 


TTl Mr. Glevin 
I Mr. Nic*|^ 

10-28ir.49,sX 


Mr. Hnrbo_ 

Mr. Mohr. 

T> _ ■b7C 


-•/- W^./iVUViUJ.^J JLkJ X X ALVX X X7XRXXJX' ^ I ^ ^ P ^ .. 

INTERNAL SECURITY ,sr .. 

Under date of October 26, 1949 ARTHUR SCHLESINGER, JR., Department of History, 

Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts, made available to the Bostoni- 

Office a carbon copy of a report dated October 23, 1949, which SCHLESINGER 
JR. has described as ’’a memoranda "concerning a visit I received on Sunday 
from Mr, JOSEPH STAROBIN of the Daily Worker.” SCHLESINGER, Jr,, points 

out that he made this ”memoranda” available__to._the boston Office at-the~ ~ _ 

su^estioiT of| I known to the B 3 ^(re^.~^r~ Land v.-Tyh''" 

furtlrer identified as I _ ----- 

I I I reports that SCHLBSING^. jv.’s b7c ; 

I adtion regarding this memoranda” was motivated by the possibility that b7D 

|| STAROBIN had been surveilled to SCHLESINGER Jr,»s home by the FBI, whi^, 

Mi^n SCHLESINGER Jr.’s opinion might have compromised him with the FBI.CV UL 


:b7D 


:n his memorandum of October 23, 1949 as the enclosed copy of this memorandum 
'shows, STAROBIN expressed to SCHLESINGER, JR, his concern at the difficulties 
•=;he Communist Party would have "in operating with its. most active leaders 
:.n prison,” eind he stated that he (Starobin) sought help from anti-Commimists 
;,n attempting to get bail for the Communist leaders, 

S CHLESINGER, JR, stated that he attempted jbo..,ascertain STA RQBJE-bs „attitude 
•ttowards ” the defectimn-OfTf ^liovrit rav ^ lik e Zi liacus, Jp_ Davidson, 
^fCrimoFr^etcT”^^ SCHLESINGER, Jr,’s memorandum states, STAROBIN's reply 

f as to iiie’^effeot that STAROBIN thought "these defeGtions_were_unimp_prtant, 
Ifost Communist Parties were holding xirm, Tito~was an'inevitable phenomenon 
in a transition period, etc; as for Gailmor and the others.they were a 
group of cowards who were searching for an excuse to Join Jbhe ant i-Soviet^ 
op^isade and now at last has found one,” 


' OD^isade and now at last has found one,” ^4x , i.'V3a £iXiia,' nx- 'n"- i i i ’u x .fjjr- 

1 ^ 1 / The carbon copy of the report concerning STAROBIN's visit to SCHLESINGER, 

/// which the latter himself fxirnished to the Boston Office is being maintained 
/ /in the files of the Boston Office. ' \ . 
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October 23 


At 10:45 AM on Simday, October 23, I received a phone call. The person at 
the other end identified himself as JOSEPH STAROBIN of the Daily Worker and 
asked whether he could come and talk to me about the Communist trial, I was 
acquainted with STAROBIN's name.because of his attacks on me in the Daily ■ 

Worker, I said he could come at noon, 

STAROBIN arrived shortly after noon and stayed for about three quarters of ah 
hour. We discussed the trial part of the time; and Titoism the rest of the time. 
He had nothing of much interest to say beyond the usual CP guff, except on 
these points I , 

1, The object of his visit, it developed, “was to ask me to do something to 
I help get bail for the Communist leaders* He said he had been visiting a niimber 
of anti-Coramunists for this purpose# He betrayed real, anxiety over the ■ 
difficulties the Party v/ould-have in operating with its most active leaders 
in prison, • Evidently the conviction does represent in a real sense a decapitation 
of the Party, I told him that I agreed with the ADA statement attacking the' 
denial of bail; and that 1 expected that the Court of Appeals would reverse 
Judge Medina in this respect, I added that ^ did not see that any action on 
my part was called Tor, reminding him of the Communist indifference to the 
Trotskyites convicted under the Smith Act, He said that he thought the Party 
had made a mistake in its attitude toward the Trotstyites^ 

2* He was very, bitter on the subject of Gk)vernor Lehman, because of the Lehmaoi 
telegram of congratulations to MoGohey and because of Lehman's other anti¬ 
communist actions* He said he expected that Lehman would be defeated because 
‘ 500,000 Hew York voters would not^ forgive him for his anti-Communism; their 
failure to vote would constitute his margin of defeat. I gathered that the 
CP has probably given instructions to cut Lehman on election day. 



3,, ,I switched the conversation to Tito in order to find out his reaction to 
the^ defection of fellow-travelers like Ziliaous, Jo Davidson, Gailmor, etc,, 
was. He said he thought these defections were unimportant; most Communist 
Parties were holding firm; Tito was an inevitable phenomenon in a transition 
period, etc,; as for ^ailmorc and the others/ they were a group of cowards who 
had been searching for an*excuse to join the anti-Soviet crusade and now at 
last had found one, i^YJ 
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PERSONAL ATTENTION 
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Mr. Rosin. 
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USx% Hctzbo 


Sfir. BolmonU 



Director, FBI 
Dear' Sir: , 


- ■ ■ ' ■' ■ ■ ’ 


r. • ■; . • ‘ ' - ^ 

There is attached a clipping fl*om the Chicago Daily Shn -< 
Times of March 5> 1950, which contains a criticism ofj.the--. 
Bureaui' I^thought you would like td have this brought ■‘toj,.-j 
your ^ personal attention, , •' 
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[ ^ Week in Hisfory-^ 

I___.^..-^1—ii— By Arthur Schlesmger Jr.- »g'V' — -— 

I- ■ yr W it 

I The crucial agency in the proper solution of the problem*, q# ■ c otf^e, 
lisTH^FSl. There are two things the American people nfiiist expect 
Ibf the FBI: That it be efficient, and that it do as little to violate the 
ways ol! freedom as is consistent with national security. 

How well have the .American people been served? Th*e question 
of the FBI's efficiency, especially on political questions, is an open one. 
Certainly we know now a great deal of Communist espionage went on 
in Washington in the *30s under the nose of the, FBI. 

• ^ There were political obstacles to FBI activity in this field; yet one 
would think that an efficient federal police would not be so entirely 
dependent upon the information provided them by ex-Commiinists after 
the fact. ' 

My own experience with the FBI, which cleared up with intelligence 
and dispatch ludicrous charges made against me by one of the service 
security arms, has been - entirely satisfactory.. Yet friends of mine, like 
Bernal Ds Voto, have had quite a different experience with FBI 
'.agents, as Dc Voto told with biting effect ^ few-months ago in Harper’s. 

I Are FBI methods democratic? Here public misgivings have been 

I growing; and some^of these r.iisgivings were stated with great force 
in a recent speech by Joseph L. Rauh Jr., chairman of the ADA executive 
committee, 

Rauh, who always has been a militant anti-Communist, there bluntly 
summarized doubts which have risen in many minds concerning FBI 
methods: Tho increasing use of wire tapping; the effect to cover up 
wire tapping by other illegal acts, as revealed in the Coplon case; and, 
most serious of all, the attempt to impugn the motives of anyone 
who dares to criticize the FBI, 

No government agency is above criticism; and, if any government 
agency should regard the play of public criticism as essential to the 
I democratic discharge of its duties, it is the FBI, 

^ A central police agency is compatible with democracy only when 
llts operations support political and intellectual .freedom, not when they 
lintimidate or repress It, 

I i am sure J. Edgar Hoover’s old boss and sponsor, Harlan F. Stone, 
Iwould tell him the.current FBI mood of neurotic sensitivity to criticism 
lis not conducive to the democratic functioning of a police system. 

I The Ck>mmunists are against the FBI, but that does not make 
leveryone who raises questions about the FBI a Communist; and, when 
Ithe FBI gets to believing, that all its critics are Soviet" agents,, then 
lit^ ulfeiulness in serving a democracy is over. ' . 
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ARTHUR MEIER SCHLESINGER, JR,; 
Information Concerning 


DATE: July 21, 1950 
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Mr. E. A. Tam mi 
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Ur. Glavln 


To summarise 
Meier Schlesinger, Jr, 



information in Bureau files on Arthur 
who is author of the article captioned 


Made Them Turn Bed?** in the August 1, 1950, issue of /‘Look," The 
article is anti-^Oommunist, quotes public statements of the Director 
concerning CP membership strength, encourages public reporting, of 
security matters to the FBI and suggests more public tolerance towardX 
the principals in CP defection, 
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BACKGROUND SUMMARY: 




IE 


Arthur Meier Schlesinger, Jr,, age 32, is an author, his't'orp^.^ 
professor at Harvard University and a national officer of both the 
Americans for-Democratic Action and the American C ivil Liberties Un ion], 


Divi 
] to 


told 


He, in May, 1947, (according to[ 

Director "represents a more destructive force in public 
than any Fascist who might be named, including Rankin," 
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on July 2, 
confidence 


1948., denied 
in the FBI, 


1 ife today 
Schlesinger, [c/r-. 


to you he made such a statement, .adding he had 


I I when reinterviewed the first part of July, 

1948, could offer nothing additional and^in fact^his then recollections 
of what-^Schlesinger said did hot include the above statement he pre~ 
viously attributed to Schlesinger, (124-530-14) No other witn esses , 
to the alleged'-statement were ever interviewed, \ | howfvevy 

said he was loyhli.to the U,S, 

Under the European Recovery Program (12 4-530 )__we inyepf-^atedA 
teSchlesinger, Jr,, thoroughly in July, 1948, No one alleged^iiiey'.is'fhj]'' 
i|oas a Communisor a sympathiser at that time. He was described 

a violeniiyiynti-Communist liberal, Morris Ernst gave him ao- unf 
\ qualified rec.ommehdation, Angela Calomiris, however, ’said-Iw y 

pf'to be liberal Jthroughou.t the Roos.evelt erg: and, like so many-.d-ther (f' 
Mibprals^i/. was prd-SovietJ" Since"'World War II, he has become ^'h'ore'.gd^iJ-^^ 

^ 7a-* .. 


ingly aware'yf Communist tactics'and strategy includinayilpfint-‘J>r9F''^..p 
tions, and has gctively written dgainst all phases-‘.o'fA^'em'’-tn%^^Jy^ 


mos'Xf:: 


%dr4ous .... 

' .'{f ''7 
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Memorandum to Mr* Nichols 

Be: Arthur Meier Schlesinger, Jr 


July 21 j 1950 


Investigation' reflooted Schlesinger is not above making 
irresponsible statements. 

Teaching associates, references and informants characterised . 
him as a "New Beal Liberal," anti-Communist, extremely learned, under~ ] 
standable, a leader for freedom of expression and opposed to "investi¬ 
gations} and witchhunts," They, however,^ believed him to be loyal to 
the United States, 

In the March 5, 1950, column "History of the Week, " authored 
by him in theffNew York) Post and Home News he wrote a manifestly unfair 
1 and distorted account of the FBI's stewardship. Associates and activities 
set forth. He listed Bernard BeVoto as a reference in his Economic 
Cooperation Admiini strati on application. 

I Our investigation developed that Schlesinger, Sr,, was 

identified with several Communist front organisations, Schlesinger, Jr,, 
admitted this to you, Morris Ernst says Schlesinger, Sr., is not a 
Communist, but that his activities in defending "civil rights" involved 
him in several Communist front groups, 

BIOGRAPHICAL BATA ON ARTHUR M. SCHLESINGER. JR, : 

Author, born Columbus, Ohio, 10-15-1?, son of Arthur M,' and 
Elisabeth (Bancroft) Schlesinger; attended Phillips-Exeter Academy, New 
Hampshire, graduated 1933; traveled around world 1933-1934; attended 
Harvard University 1934-1938, A,B, Begree, summa cum laude; awarded 
Henry fellowship for study at Cambrid ge University in England; member 
Society of Fellows 1939-1942; married \ | 

of the late Br, Walter B. Cannon, Bean of the Harvard University Medical 
School, who was reportedly associated with many Communist Party front 
organisations, I I ^ 

I Office of Strategic Service 

1943-1945; served U, S. Army 1945; Associate Professor of History at 
Harvard University .since 1946; author of two books, numerous articles and 
book reviews of historical and political nature; received several awards 
including Pulitser Prise for^ History, 1945, for his book entitled "The 
Age of Jackson;" author of "The United States Communist Party" in "Lifp'"' 
magasine, 7-29-46, an anti-Communist article which elicited severe crit¬ 
icism from the Communist Party; has contributed to "Life)’ "Fortune," 
"Atlantic Monthly" "The Nation," "Partisan Review" and "New York Times. Book 
Review" on politics and government. 

The Washington Post of 7-30-48 reported he had been "cleared" 
for Economic Cooperation Administration employment and was named Special 
Assistant to roving Ambassador Harriman, to specialise in research for 

/ 00 -' 
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Memorandum to Mr» 
Res Arthur Meier 


Niehols 

Schlesinoer, Jr, 


July 81, 1950 


a few months before returning to Harvard, (124-530-44,47) 

Current Addresst Home, 109 Irving Street, Cambridge, and 
office, Widener Library, Cambridge, both Massachusetts; former residence 
Cambridge until 1948; Washington, D, C*, 1942-1944; overseas 1944-1945; 
Chevy Chase 1946-1947; since then, Cambridge, 

INFORMATION IN BUREAU FILES: 


A great amount of derogatory information appears on "Arthur 
Schlesinger" or "Professor Arthur M, Schlesinger," Some can be 
definitely imputed to Schlesinger, Sr,; much of it, because identifying 
data is lacking, cannot without further investigation be imputed to 
either Junior or Senior Schlesinger, It would appear, however, that 
Schlesinger, Sr,, and not Schlesinger, Jr,, has belonged to many 
organisations declared subversive by the Attorney General, 

BUREAU CONTACTS WITH SCHLESINGER. JR, : 

I I of the Washington 

Post, told Mr, Nichols on 7-2-48 that W, Averell Harriman, Economic 
Cooperation Admini stration, wanted Schlesinger, Jr,, to assist him in 
I I 1948f but that Schlesinger could not be "cleared," 

I I suspected, /le said, a "mix-up" in identity between Junior and 

Senior Schlesinger, Actually this is believed to have happened inasmuch 
as G-2 files apparently had Schl'esinger, Jr,, listed as a Communist or 
sympathiser. Economic Cooperation .Administration requested a record 
check clearance of Schlesinger, Jr,, on June 11, 1948, This check was 
made and a preliminary report sent to ECA on July 1, 1948, Schlesinger, 
Jr,, however, is alleged to,have complained he understood thje FBI had 
found derogatory information on him and for this reason his trip to 
Europe was held up, 

Schlesinger, Jr,, came to the Bureau on July 8, 1948, talked 
with you and denied affiliation with Communist groups pointing to his 
writings as proof of anti-Communist feelings. He stated his father had 
belonged to and supported various front organisations but that his father 
now knew better, Schlesinger, Jr,, denied attending meetings of 
Communist fronts and further denied criticism of the FBI and the Director 
at the dinner given in honor of Dr, George Coleman, founder of Ford Hall, 
Boston, Massachusetts, the week of May 21, 1947, He admitted attending 
this meeting, denouncing the House Un-American Activities Committee, and 
stated he spoke concerning the necessity of maintaining progressive and 
liberal ideas. He said that Mr, Hoover is not more dangerous than 
Rankin but on the other hand is an antidote to Rankin, 
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Memorandum to Mr, Nichols 

Re: Arthur Meier Schlesinaer, Jr 


July 81, 1950 


[ 


(The Boston Office had reported that f 


J 


] 
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Schlesipger, Jr,, when called upon to deliver a two minute 
Dr, Coleman, talked for ten minutes and attacked the FBI and 
for their "un warranted interference in our democratic way of 
\ quoted Schlesinger, Jr,, as declaring the FBI 
did not di ffer in operat ion or results, Schlesinger, Jr,, after sitting 


had said 
tribute to 
HCVA 
life, " 
and HCUA 


down, told \ _ I said the latter, that Mr, Hoover ''represented 

a more destructive force in American public life today than any Fascist 
who might be named, including Rankin," (lOO~34d485-4J Schlesinger, 
told Mr, Nichols he was "shocked" that anybody could make such a state¬ 
ment about him,) 


Jr, 


When reinterviewed in July, 1948, \ \ could remember 

no more and had no clear recollection, of the last reference (above) to 
the Director, (l24-‘530-14) Since he attended the dinner as a friend of 
Dr, Coleman, he knew no one present other than Dr, Coleman, It was 
deemed inadvisable to interview Dr, Coleman, 


be 
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Jr. - rnn+.n.ni-.t=d \ 


Bost on Office m emorandum of 1-11-49, reports that Schlesinger, 


of Little Brown&Company to protest that another 
is a Communist and that his retention as 
] .for th e book comyanu violated New England tradition. He claimed 


that I \ (who actually was being investigated by the Bureau as an 

Internal Security - C matter) was the subject of an extensive FBI file 
which Schlesinger said he had been permitted to review nin the summer of 
1948, (100-348485-8, 9) ' , 


'On October 26, 1949, Schlesinger, Jr,, voluntarily appeared 
at the Boston Office to provide a memorandum reporting a visit paid to 
him on 10-23-49 by Joseph Starobin of the Daily Worker, He said 
Starobin discussed difficulties encountered by the Communist Party as 
result of conviction of the eleven leaders in New York and made an appeal 
for financial help, Starobin said he was contacting other .anti-Communists 
for the same reason, Schlesinger, Jr,, said he told Starobin he agreed 
with the ADA statement attacking denial of the bail for the eleven 
leaders and also claimed he refused aid to Starobin reminding him that 
the Communists were indifferent to the Trotskyites convicted under the 
Smith Act, Starobin replied the Communist Party had erred in its attitude 
toward the Trotskyites, ' (100-348485-10) 


J 


Our last contact with Schlesinger, Jr,, came about as a result 
I of a column captioned "History of the Week" appearing in the Post and 
Home News, New York, on 3-5-50, In this column, Schlesinger, Jr,, 
questioned the FBI's efficiency stating "we how know that a great deal 
of Communist espionage went on in Washington in the thirties under the 
^nose of the FBI," He criticised FBI use of informants. He asked. 
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Memorandum to Mr, Nichols July Sly 1950 

Re: Arthur Meier Schlesinper, Jr, 




"Are FBI methods democraticP" and said public misgivings have been 
growing and were stated with "great force" in a speech by Joseph L, 
Rauhy Jr,y Chairman of the Americans for Democratic Action, Executive 
Committee, He inferred that political and intellectual freedoms are 
intimidated by the FBI, In a nut shell, Schlesinger, Jr, 's column 
was a manifestly unfair attack on the FBI and you in a letter dated 
March 15, 1950, told him so and why. There is no record of a replu> 
\Jm_Schlesinger, Jr,, to ypur leti^erfi (§2^1536-7) a_ ' w 

ACTIVITIES:- 



A thorough review of f-iles reflects that Schlesinger, Jr,, 
has an various occasions appeared at functions to speak on behalf of 
maintaining civil rights, denouncing the various House Un-American 
Activities Committees, No attempt is made herein to set forth in 
detail or to analyse his many writings which continue to pour forth. 


From May 12 to 14, 1950, Schlesinger, Jr,, was listed as 
attending the InterAmerican Conference for Democracy and Liberty at 
Havana, Cuba, along with other U, S, delegates, including Norman Thomas, 
Roger Baldwin and several U. S, Congressmen, The conference adopted a 
declaration repudiating Communism and criticised specifically certain 
Communists and rightist publications, and attacked Latin American 
dictatorships, (109-442) 


the William 
] had 


On 5-3-50, the Boston Off ice reported concerning 
Walter Remington. case. stating t hat \ 

been contacted by I ~l She said she was with the Boston 

Herald and was associated with subject Schlesinger in the ADA, and she 
wante d information regarding Remington's Communist Party activities, 

I I sai d she a nd Schlesinger thought Remington had "taken in" his 
attorney | | (121-6159-355; 100-24628-1480) 


_ On 4-18-50, the New York Office reported that Schlesinger, J rJs, 

\ of Dr, 

Walter Cannon, a Harvard professor who had been listed as associated 
with many Communist Party front organisations, (100-24628-1062) 


On 3-30-50, the Department requested Bureau i nvestigation 
of the Comm ittee on Germany of Common Cause, along wit h \~ \ 

I I The case is pending as a Federal Regulation of Lobbying 

Act matter, on the basis of a report that the Committee is interested 
in the question of dismantling German industrial facilities. One Arthur 
M, Schlesinger, Jr,, was listed as a member of the Committee, 

(97-2985-8) 
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Memorandum to Mr* Nichols July 21, 1950 

Re: Arthur Meier Schlesinaer. Jr, 


\ 


On, R-IO’-SO, Army Intelligence reported officers of the be 

American Civil Liberties Union, including Sc hlesinger, Jr* , as a _ b7c 

member of the National Committee, along ioith\ I 

I I et al. (61-190-339) 

In the New York Post for February 7, 1950, William Duffy 
in an article exposing the Jefferson School of Social Sciences, said 
that an instructor, labor editor of the Daily Worker, criticised 
Schlesinger, Jr., and others deemed as dangerous Social Democrats, 
(lOO-227027-A) 

Schlesinger, Jr., has received literary awards and praise 
for such recent works as "The Age of Jackson" and "The Vital Center," / 
This last book dealt with the future of the Non-Communist Left and 
the necessity for divorcing itself from Communist influence. This 
book was severely criticised in the Daily Worker for December 6, 1949, 
which described Schlesinger, Jr., as a self-styled "theoretician of the 
Non-Communist Left," (100-354634) Current Biography for 1946 quotes 
Bernard DeVoto as commenting on Schlesinger's book "The Age of Jackson" 
with the prediction it would create a new school. 


In the Washington Times-Herald for November 22, 1949, 

Westbrook Pegler quoted Schlesinger, Jr,, as' saying the U, S. Government 
was a welfare state from inception' and Alexander Hamilton was the first 
to develop the general principle in our Government, The same newspaper 
for 10-30-49 lists Schlesinger, Jr,, as a member of the National Board 
of ADA, (l00-34dl96-A) 


a 

"famous 


On November 8, 1949, Schlesinger, Jr,, appeared at 
Washington, D, C,, journalism luncheon along with four other 
authors," including Merle Miller, who wrote "The Sure Thing" which was 
definitely uncomplimentary to the Bureau, (124-530-A; Washington Post, 
November 9, 1949) 
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__ On August 30, 1949, a Bureau Agent interviewed 

I regarding a report that Schlesinge r, Jr,, had visited him prior 
appearance to give testimony, \ }p ioubted that Schl esinger, J r. , 

any independent knowledge of activity of Alger Hiss and 


characterised Schlesinger, Jr., as an opportunist, (74-1333-3932) 


A Boston Office report dated 5-12-49, conce rning 


subject of an Internal Security - C case, stated that 


individual that the Communist Party should do nothing 
which Schlesinger was scheduled to deliver before the 
tional publicity would only be focused on the 


one 
told 
a 
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about 

ADA, since 

meeting, (100-183717-8) 


another 
speech 
addi- 
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Memorandum to Mr, Nichols 
Res. Arthur Meier Schlesinaer, 


Jr, 


July 21, 1950 


■ t\ 

Schlesinger, Jr,Js name appeared as a signature to a letter 
to Presi dent Truman dated 12-28-48, also bearing the names of \ 1 

I Eleanor Roosevelt and others, expressing concern for civil 
liberties and urging the President to continue- his Civil Rights program. 
This letter was observed by a confidential informant on 1-3-49, in 
mimeograph form in a building housing Communist Party headquarters in 
New York City, (62-82915-48) ' ^ 

The New York Times for December 6, 1948, announced that Arthur 
Schlesinger, Matthew Well, Norman Thomas and other members of the Workers 
Defense League were serving on a special commission to hold hearings 
regarding enforced labor of peoples in the United States and other 
countries including those doing slave labor in the USSR, (lOO-5557-Aj 

On 9-28^48, the Boston Office reported information concerning 
proposed anti-Communist legislation before the Massachusetts legislature 
which was criticised by Schlesinger in an ADA meeting as "a form of 
thought control and will not catch real Communists," (100-3-70-526) 

ASSOCIATES: 


An informant of known reliability repo rted that Arthur \ I 
1 Schlesinaer were in frequent contact with l I 


I 


_Jin Washington, D, C,, in late 1946 and early 1947, 

was reportedly associated with a number of suspected Soviet Agents and 
Communists, (l2d:s53n^2J Schlesinger, Jr,, advised you 7-2-48 he was 
acquainted'with\ \soci allv. worked witfi,him at OSS and believed 

the Communists felt \ | i4>os not "doing anything for the cause, " 

him from 
Jr ,. 


This information, he said,came to 
and a person described by Schlesinger, 
(100-348485-7) 


OSS employee 
as a "fellow traveler, " 


Sc hi es inger, Jr,, was reported as one of three\ 


^ _ of 

\(subject of a Bureau loyalty investigation hut retained 


by the employing agency as of 3-25-49) while these indivi duals were 
serving in OSS, The Bureau * s .investigation ■ showed \ I was affiliated 

with a number of subversive organisations, (121-13019-8) 


Schlesinger, Jr,, is well known to, and investigat ion revealed 
well reg arded by the following individuals t Bernard DeVoto; 

Harvard University; Ja mes B. Reston. Nev^ York Times 


formerly of OWI; Morris Ernst; _ 
many other prominent men in public life. 


it-u 


state Department, and 


7 





/ 


be 

:b7C 



Memorandum to Mr. Nichols July 81, 1950 

Re: Arthur‘ Meier Schlesinger, Jr, 

COMMENT ON WRITINGS: ' 

In his article, "The United States Communist Party," in the 
July 29, 1946, issue of the Life Magazine, Schlesinger said this about 
the Bureau: "While the espionage threat cannot he shrugged off, it 
cannot be solved' by witch hunts or un-American committees. It can 
safely be left to the competent hands of the FBI,"' (lOO-3-A-Life Mag,) 

Westbrook Pegler in his column in the "Journal American" wrote 
that Schlesinger 's article in "Life" impressed him as "inadequate and, 
for whatever reason, deceptive," (100-88165-285)(Clipping not dated,) 

Milton Howard writing :in the July 30 and August 1, 1946, issues 
of the "Daily Worker" attacks Schlesinger for^ his article in "Life 
Magazine," (lOO-3-A & 100-7660-3960) 

In the September 11, 1946, issue of the "Daily Worker", 

Samuel Sillen denounces Schlesinger for distorting Marxism, (61-44?d-A) ^ 

John St,uart in the August 20, 1946, issue of the "New Masses" --— 
severely criticized Schlesinger for stating that Communists are disloyal, 
(100-3-4-4350) 

The National Board of the Independent Citizens Committee for 
Arts, Sciences and Professions passed a resoltuion censuring "Life" for 
publishing an untruth in. the article written by Schlesinger, 

(100-33892-81) 

In its tfeekly Intelligence Summary of August 8, 1946, the 
New York Division reported that the appearance of Schlesinger's article 
in "Life" caused considerable consternation at Communist Party Head¬ 
quarters, (100-3-4-5326) 


In a letter to her husband dated August 10, 1946, Mary Jane 
Keeney, of the Gregory Case, in writing to her husband about the "Life 
Magazine" article, said "Schlesinger, the author is very young - 88 - 
and according to our dengminaiion is considerable of' a b- despite his 
brilliance and scholarship," (101-467-35) 


A technical surveillance on the CIO Marit ime Committee 
Washington, D. C., disclosed that on July 29, 1946, I 
was working with the C ommittee and who is a known aontf act 


^who 


of the subjects in 
Department, agreed 


the 


of 


of 

the 


several 

Treasury 


that Schlesinger was a neurotic, / (l00-803268-1199) 


Writings of Schlesinger, Jr,, seemed to ^reflect, in connection 
with subversive elements in government service, that he is naive regarding 
propensities of these individuals to infiltrate i>he government. He seems 
to ignore, or be ignorant of, practical problems facing the government 





ADDENDUM 


August 5, 1958 






INFORMATION IN BUREAU FILES: 


The June-Julv, 1950. issue of the_ ■Duplication, UTurniii a 
Point. " which was published by the P.R» Club, of the Communist 
Party (expelled), nttackfid &-r+.h.nT .rr- fn-r h1.R 

t he atom, bnmh. They ac cused him of being a "timid liberal” and, 
stated that America had_)\7Le_ajcjLeji^ uj:2iJd^l02iL^PJlJ3Ji^^^ 

' liberal* columnists justify the use of, the atom bomb bv sauincL : 
it does not' natter what kills yoii the important thingis to stop 
the'war. This is true enough but it is also a hypocritical cloak 
for cowards who are afraid to support the Stockholm pledge," 
(100-356870-10) 

The J une 86) 1950^ issue, of the.-Dailit Work er C. 0 Ji.t 3 JjLe.d_J i 
s tom aonAe:r.h.i 

A^Rno.i.n.+.i.ar> /nr. +.hf>' A C!nlnrf dL_Pebt).l£. , This Story tOOk 

exception with the NAACP's resolution initiating a "Red-hunt against 
Communists and progressives," The story stated fl..iApK3;Owbej3<»«Q>^» 

the NAACP conference "was the'Cold war ideblooist. Professor Arthur 
M, schreTinaerTT^T^^^°‘nW=m'm^rr^^ 


On August 18, 1950, Mr, .Belmont noted in a memorandum to 


\Mr. Ladd that a full 

field loyalty investigation should be initiated 

\‘in the ojisp. af\ 

{Department of State, 
a Harvard University 

It was noted in this memorandum that 1 
vro fessor. was a .close associate of\ \ 

\an.d 

\ Arthur Schles ina'er. Jr', It was 

further stated that f 

\ ad vised that he had been 

informed that\ 

was a Communist Party member, \ 

stated that 

Twas known to him as a pro-Communist in 1945, 


be 

:b7C 

b7D 


It is to be noted t hat the, re commendation that a full field h6 
investigation be initiated on \ 


was approved, (181-83587-8) 


1950,^h,e BpA±oji^Qffi££^Am^^^ 

Cf ^ T _ ^ >1* „ I!''! T ' ^—J*.** -3 - . ^ "J 


b7C 


On August 85, 
were cons ider ina_A^r 


iej:., r, Jr ., a s an ..individu al who m_ight_ 
b e contacted bv.a.'thifd vartv. having no connection v^tfT^lte^ure jajr, 
/ 0 7" the vurvose of .d£.veloD.ing information with r‘7 s^ej C^-t''’'To^.OMm un.is±^ 


a ctivities. The use of Schlesinger for such a purpose was negated 
bjj the’ Bu rf=au ou Dc tu.ber 6, 1950_ . 


The Boston Office noted, in the information they set forth 
regarding Schles inger that on . May 86, 1948, a n item appeared in the 
s tudent publication of Harvard University. "the. RaruaTTf~CT%^ §WfT"'~^ 
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Memorandum to Mr» Nichols " August's, 1952 

Be: Arthur Meier Schlesinger, Jr', 

Addendum 


with a group of 46 members 


fthat Sahlesinaer, Jr, ... . ... 

jo f the J[ Q_rjja^_Ujfjjl^ijj^^^ . ujiging^M^A^Xeat of the Mund±i '/ 

iNi xon Anti-Communist Bill , These faculty members asserted that, 
w7nTre^‘‘'TKT''‘TTTT‘‘’'app'earedaimed at restricting the activities of 


Communists, "its vague and loose phraseology would threaten 
expression of liberal and progressive thought," 


the 


The Boston letter further stated that on April 26, 1950, 
the Office Naval Intelligence, First Naval District, Boston, 
Massachusetts, made available information with respect to the 
distribution of a circular at Harvard University entitled "The Case 
of the Legless Veteran - James Kutcher." The circular indicated 
that a committee had been formed at Harvard in order to dramatise 
the civil rights aspect of the Kutcher case, it being noted that 
Kutcher had reportedly been deprived of his Government position as 
a result of a loyalty investigation under Executive Order 9835, 
Among the individuals at Harvar.d.^.aLS.s.o.cjiatina themselves with the 
Kutcher civil rights. c.0Mmi±±e£-Jw.a3. Arthur Schles inaer. Jr, 

The Boston letter also noted that -^'e Boston Her ald 
A pril 28, 1950, issue carried .a let ter to the 


Jr, 

the 


He_ 

Department 


of State^, 



’766-2542'^3^^5^8W^ 




The October 4, 1950, edition of the Washington Times-Herald j 
carried an editorial entitled "Alibis for Our Reds," This editorial 
stated that''''€he Augusf 1, 1950, issue of "Loo}^" printed a long article 
by Schlesinger, Jr,,''^who specialises in explaining away the Boosevelij 7 / 
f ail ures ,' Schlesinger sought to answer the question: 'What made / • 
them turn RedP' meaning such men as Alger Hiss," The editorial went 
on by stating that 'SchleA±njj£j :_f3,MsM^..^^ 

accepted the myths' about the Soviet Union,' but he has great sympathy 

f or the Hiss crowd^l . They were}yigh""minde^ . and . '{S'ealz'^svi’'^^ 

the depyessj^Tica^ 




The 

to point out that Hiss and several other Communists on the New Deal 

pouvroll were attorneiis., well trained in the history and ohilosoohv 
^ <■< . ... 

of the law. They certainly knew that the first ethical rule of the 
legal profession is loyalty to a client," (100-348485-13) 




On October 17, 1950, the Boston Office advised that 
Schlesinger, Jr, had prepared a pamphlet entitled "What About 
Communism?" In a memorandum to the Director dated October 27, 1950, 
Mr, Ladd set forth a review of this pamphlet. 
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Memorandum to Mr, Nichols 

Be: Arthur Meier Schlesinger, Jr 

Addendum 


August 5, 1958 


Mr, Ladd's memorandum stated that Schlesinger refrained 
from making any specific recommendations regarding the menace of 
Communism except for a comment that the elimination of poverty, 
racial prejudice, and other forms of injustice would help to reduce 
the potency of international Communism, Schles inger stated in his 
pamphlet that "open Communist influence and activity" has "dwindled 
into negligibility," (100-348485-14 and 16) 


on the 


to 


Bureau 


On March 

Wiinam. 


o ^T:_cCc~PblUQl. 
1, 1950, 5yT“ 


1951, the Washinoton Field_J)ffic3. 

U, S. News and World Report, had been.contacted 
instructions. At the time of fhis contact\ 
-anjeWer written him from\ 

- I j yj^ated that in 

ing^, Jr, TdoYed him, up [ 


in a 






pursuant 
[turned 
on November 


Schles inaeX-Joxj mjaM. 
that he was acquainted with 

stated t h.at^jcJi2£.£j,^ kx,,Ji£j£.ed‘. 



eftWimT, 

saxd that 


willing to make a 


deposition ^mJaM..^j^s.tJ£ij^ 


^lL 


. TTzam^T^e^iWoton\ statina 

|g»i!8gta3efcvg^m»i^^ . -I - • ^ i T 

[who was I 

ifLJi&J 




the . fiflmm gjojL ^XgnseZM ^ 
I acqua intance with\ 


w 

which 


'K^3>xom$iaBiis:f^9L^. 

said that 


h.e_jLe.P rese n t.ejl 
{told Schlesinger 


____ 

that Remington had testified in^29M -J:jiat^e^dd>.d.rjnjoJ^ wheth.e r 

wrote tha t Schlesinaer seemed surprised and shocked to learn of 

s tat^^^^^(TTjrMgmQfon r^^ ■ ■ 


that 


Arthur Schles inger, Jr, reviewed Al an Bar th's book, "The 

L oval tz/.. of ., 21 h in.Q.fi..Qn 

Post. This re view was generally favorable, Schlesinger stated, 

"On the specific question of the loyalty check, he (Barth) seems to 
feel that the present system is worse than useless and would favor 
instead the use in government of the 'tested methods of personnel 
selection in common use throughout private industry,' ... Certainly, 
even if the abandonment of the loyalty program were administratively 
wise at this point it would not be politically feasible," (94-39583-5) 


On Ma 

o.f>.£iii^jife-r.v ipm. 
the interview 
with whom he was^egudjinted d 

w ga ^ «Em * i « aa a r:»iai > «ringTOa » ar ica j a ^ ^ rgj i »!■!>■ m *—«i 

Commun.isjt mo_v.eMeii±, I_ 



reported on the results 


Duriln^^fET‘‘"'c^ 
Tdentitfies of the Communists 
Frir’’^o7*”nrTs"*’aTTiTTaTio1f'!!HWH the. 


w orking ..an. 
by Little . 


tine of the intervi ew,, was 


bl ication_s>I^ Jh±s^ 
Jr. (100-287719-40 


Town and Company of Boston. 


which was to be published 


1 stated that the 


ook_.was arranged by his j'riend Arthur Schle s inger, 
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Memorandum to Mr» Nichols August 5, 1958 

Re: Arthur Meier Schlesinger, Jr. 

Addendum 


Mayor John B. Hyji,ejs. of Boston exhihSJ^eji a lett er he had received 
from Schlesinger, Jr. dated November 19, 1951 , This letter was 
cTiiicaT~^f't'Ke'nFm^^ 's act.ion in . .int.ro due An a\ x ^mho .. 


(68-93875-681) 


of I. F. Stone which.. sta±ed.^t.ha-f^in^ 




City Councilman John D. Lynch .intrgjdu.C£.d.a ^^ resolution "ashing for, 
pu rqe.. t.w.o^ (Harvard and 

ec- 




MIT 
Reds 

d isti.nauished.^px.e.s.id.ent, James B. 


ja 


Xnj[LOMA^lxLCJj.l..insti t u^t.i^^^^ ” 






hlD 


Ted 0. Thackrey. This article ~^++nf\ SnhIe.sAnjg.a ji..,f^n^h48:><Jlsm " 

oppose America's seeking 

military alliance with the governments of Spain, West Germany and' 
Formosa, The main basis of this article ‘was Schlesinger's opposition 
to the sentiment for Justice William 0. Douglas as the Democratic 
candidate for President. (68-87763-A) 


CONTACTS WITH THE BUREAU: 


On February 6, 195^1, Schles inaer, Jr. wrote you repardinp 

Schlesina er _ 

be made., a matter 


that[ 




jlL 


^.■&CMMSJfnMjC-e.Sj^o.L^hJ.s^v AsJf^ \ 

record in the Bureau. _ Schlesinaer stated 


be 

b7C 


U f:£jJLJiM.t^eMJM.tp^^h.aji..jx^ 

_ Schlesinaer 

t wo. MejL^PJZQM^S^^il 
uisitedi_ \on the 


Tft 


fa.c±s^.t.ha.t^Jiajjje^j,MC£. 

n smJLsa u.e._M.e...Jibarj mj^ 


behest 


A ^^ALe^sjt nge r 
in 


stated that ”the 

j» tomirtWW faMaZ M Wii>»J »M»< aa ^^ -vtciawaffl,■'’*»’ 


fT00^4^85-17 
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GOVERNMENT 


TO 

FROM : 
SUBJECT: 


Mr, Nicho^^<^ 

M, 

ARTHUR MEIER SCHLESINGER, JR. 


D'ATE; August 5, 1952 





__ _a ,, surmoLry-.-MeMo r-andum^o ri_ 4 V.i b^T-. MeJ,3J^ 

^ ^ n tu dat ed July 21 .. 195(1, In accordance with your 
request of this date) an addendum^to this memorandum has been 
^Tffare^. This addendum .containin.q-^sn.IIi£ji3;ZliSf5xM fSfQJi 
ca pt ioned__indi-uIdual -.tr.om—Jun e-.!-,—1950, ±jo dat£.^-begins. ^gn. page^-9. 

It is to be noted that on page 8 of the memorandum of 
July 21, 1950, the Director commented, "This fellow is a stinker 
and it is outrageous that Look Magazine included our chart in 
Schlesinger's article. H." The original memorandum was prepared 
following an article written by Schlesinger entitled "What Made 
Them Turn Red?" that appeared in the August 1, 1950, issue of 
"Look." 
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Alibis fdfOiir Reds 


'f 


Vv 


It is always fun to watch the fights between the 
Roosevelt idolaters and the ex-idolaters of Roosevelt. 
The latest of these squabbles took place in the pages 

of Look. 

In its^Aug. 1 issue, Look printed a long article by. 


Arthur Schlesinger jr., a Harvard historian who sp e- 
cializes in explaining away the- Roosevelt failures. 

, Schlesinger so ught to answer the question; “What 
: i nade them turn Red?" meaning such men as Alger 
Hiss- 

Schlesinger insists that he himself “never accepted 
the myths about the Soviet Union,” but he has great 
sympathy for the Hiss crowd. They were high minded 
and idealistic, and when the depression came they lost 
their faith in capitalism, he says. 

1 He goes on to argue that “if men of knowledge ajx! 
eftperience like Lincoln Steffens and William C,i<8ullit1j 
Had so glowing a faith in the Soviet Union, it should 
surprise no one that many young men, tossed and buf-l 
feted by the depression, should follow their lead.” 

Mr. Bullitt, who was President Roosevelt’s first am¬ 
bassador to Russia, replies to this in a letter to the 
editor of Look, printed in the issue dated Oct. 10. 

Writing with cold fury, Mr. Bullitt answers 
Bullitt Schlesinger point by point, closing with 

Replies the following indictment: 

“I do not know Mr. Arthur Schlesinger 
Jr. His article is clearly an attempt to whitewash vari¬ 
ous Soviet agents by use of my good name. I feel sure 
that you must have been tricked into the use of your 
'^good name for this purpose.” ' 

\ bjr. Bullitt might have said a good deal niore J ‘ 
eehleainger’s article failed to point out that Hiss ana 
Mveral ether Communists on the New Deal pay roll 
were attorneys, well trained in the history and philoso¬ 
phy of law. They certainly knew that the first ethical 
’■^'rul^pf the legal profession is loyalty to a client. 

, ^ Yet these men, on the pay roll of the United States < 
* government, had no scruples about selling out that gov¬ 
ernment. They betrayed their profession, their employ¬ 
er, and their fellow countrymen. 

Mr. Schlesinger’s description of them is “high minded 
jHid M eallstic” . , . “ men o f good will.” Anyone who 
pote out guff like that muat~be hard up for arfunents.'' 
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ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF HISTORY, HARVARDUNIVERSITY, CAMBRIDGE, MASS 



»• 5 


HAS PREPARED^EAMPHLET^ ENTI TLED QUOT^HAT ABOUTj:OMMUNISM « UNQUOTE, 
PUBLISHED BY PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE, TWENTYTWO EAST THIRTY EIGHTH 
STREET, NYC. INFO INDICATES PAMPHLEX JIRACES--.H.I.SXQRYJDF .CpMtlU^rS|^^ 


, MENT, INDICATING THAT .COMMUNIST XNF-LUEN.CE-J1AS_Q.U0TE_DWI.NDLED INTOJJEdL.rGf 
BILITY UNQUOTE IN TO ,IJ..S...,,.SINCE NINETEEN FORTY. FIVE. SCHLESINGER REPORF 
F-Dl^ MJRQTE THAT ONE-TIME MEMBERSHIP IN THE CP S HOU p NOT_BECOME„ A-XIFE 
BLOT ON AN TNnTvmiAl.. NEW YORK REQUESTED TO OBTAIN COPIES OF THIS 

iwncvcn.M 20mo 


PAMPHLET FOR SUBMISSION TO THE B1 


COPIES desxroymj 
R 182 AUG 16 

END 
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Retel Boston 10/l7/50, 

^Transmitted'herewith to, the ^pston Office are thi«e copies of 
p^ WMT AB.QPT COMMUNISM** written by the captioned individual and 
p^lisl^^^^iblic Affairs. Committee, 22 E, 38th Street, New 
York City, Copies of.this publication have been forwarded to the 
Bureau, 


cc* Boston (3 Bids,) 
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■.■■S' • 


The Director. 

D. M. Ladd. ‘ ■ 

‘ POTHLET: ’ »mAT; ABOUT C0®5UIIISjl?”. 
IIvTFRML SECURITY -.(? > - • • 

Bur©au--f-iier-lG0-3'-s^6«i:6£6^^ 


.Octoloer .1950 


■ ? 


jj/A 


PUEPOSK ; ; ^ .v ■ ‘ 

^To acquaint you vdth a new anti-Communist pamphlet. 
entitlec^li 'Jhat About Communism ?” which has been written by .. 
Arthur Mr^Schle singer, ^Jr«, Associate Professor of .‘History, . 
Harvard UnTversxty. ■ . .. , 

The pamphlet emphasises'that-American ComBiunists are • 
a serious problem .to-a free- society and presents the pro and , 
con of various widely publici.4ed methods of■ coping with ther?^ 
Schlesinger carefully refrains'from making any specific . . ' 
recommendations—except" for-a comp.ent. that the elimination of 
poverty, racial prejudice," and other'forms of injustice would 
help to reduce the'potency of international Communism.. He foels,' 
for reasons stated below, that "open Communist influence’^ has- 
■*’dwindlcd into negligibility”;' that ”open Communist activity''' ' - 
"has.declined. & copy of the pamphlet is attached. ' , 

BACKGROUND: ' 


The above pamphlet devotes.considerable attention to 
historical aspects of .Goromuhisa. In addition, the author . 
7l-'‘ makes such statements as these: . - . 



- CS-miC t l!3 

:"i i; on fccoEd. 
;:i-sTal is rscolYsd 
" J.cn 1 wiii bo- filed 
. ! (;.% copy or may to 


EUS 



Communism and Fascism are "similar in the 
tion they create between the all-ppirrerful state, 
secret police, and the single party bn the one 
, and the powerless . individual on, the other.'*’ ... 

"As thorough-going as Nazi Germany, Communist ' 
ia has been equally successful in the destruction.. 


of fultural freedom.” 



"The one consistent faqtor in all the twists 
and turns of the international Communist line has 
remained, of course,, the. interestsof the Soviet 
Union. l'Ihatever^•thc idealism of-:;iriciivi4ual Communists, 
the practical- effect of t.the irarId ..Communist, move¬ 
ment is that of a- tool—and, next' .to the Red iirmy, 
tl-^.m.ost povrerfiil' tool—of. the '.Soviet foreign oolii 

^d.7 



achment 
ABDrdeii 


•of- .thq'.Soviet foreign policy, 






(5 






m iisw 






A,’, "variety of iK^tlves ’brought people into 
the Party* Every att«R»vt at strike-breaking, every 
race riot, ©very lynching vas likely to Increase 
Party iseabershlp* But the significant thing vas the 
treinen<3oiis overturn within the American tocc-unint 
Part}* Few Americans cou3d endure for very long the 
tens© and imieaX life of the Party member* Aftei they 
had a.taste of the centralization, th® fanatlciear, the 
overriding loyalty to the Interests of a foreign power, 
they got out. That Is why onci-tlmo meobershlp In the 
CoKfunlst Party, especljally if it happened before 1939, 
should not be regarded ns a life-tl^ disqualification* 

It was rather those >4ao survived every new direction 
of the Party line, iJb«y«d ^every hiw cjiprice of 
Party dlselplihe, who aueepted the olalm to 

rule every ai^ect of their lives, to dictate their 
rellglozu t^lr science and tbeJLr art as well as 
their poiitlcaj<^lt war this hai^ core of fans ties . 

msdej^p the serlbur part of the Cormtmlst iB 0 Ve« 

stent 

IStPls the central and habitual^, dishone&tyi-- 
the belief that the end Justifies ^bte i8edQg|«»vhl^ 
have In great part^created the COBciunlst problea'*" 

^en%dlscus.^lng the widely piibllclcod approaches 

to the solution of the Cowgamlst problettii $chxeslgger nakes these 
reiearks conowrulng the (Question dr c^tlewlng the CcMiniet Party t 

He points <nit >that jMH^e ar|me that tShe interests 
of Intenml,J^eeiuriltyof freedom require that 
the Cosemnlst Purty be outleMid* 

Re states that other "eqpjally patriotic Americans, In- 
oli^lnjir President frunan, CepaBnOr Ihoaats E* Bewey, and FBI 'VI 
Director J* lidgar Hoover, Have ^opposed this’ proposal*- They have 
opposed it in part because su^ aetlonf short of a situation 
of geia^laf^natlonal eraergcuuTy be contrary to tHe American 

tradition of elvlX freedoxs* They Iwre opposed It In part elso on 
practical grountJs* khen Ciewnunlst party of , Canada was out¬ 
lawed* Its leaders, after a.due interval, set up:a new part)(, 
called it the "Labor Progressive Party” and set it to- doing 
business at the same old staz^,* The oppot^ts' of the IXlegaXl- 
zatlon of the Communist Party argue that such action, has 
little effect unlesai accctmpanied by an errest of the party’s 
leaders azwi active me^ibers* . ptherwiee all that is joutlawed 
is a nsami and*'at the same .tibd; Ccaasusls^^ provided 

with an Issue tailor mde to idb %h«a .afvipath^^ 

Americans who see no national .amergen^'^t^tifylng so sharp a 
contraction’ of political freedcae’** |Pag© 26). 
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Schlesinger attributes the decline of "open Communist 
influence” and "open Communist .activity" to the follovd-ng factors: 

The policy, of "revolutionary extremism" i.e. . 
Communist advocacy of force and violence. 

r ' T ’ 

Communist sponsorship of the Progressive Party.* 

- f Communist endorsement of Soviet Foreigi Policy' 

• without challenge. , 

The rise to power of the ariti-Communist'forces 
in the CIO. ' < . . .. r 

• The formation of Americans for Democratic ‘ 

Action, as an outlet for liberals v;ho believe in a ' 

^noh-Communist left.’t , ; 

It should be noted that in stating the above views re¬ 
garding the decline of Comraunism, Schlesinger carefully distin¬ 
guishes between "open" operations and underground activities. 

He does not express an opinion concerning the extent 
arid tho strength of the underground movement., , 

RSCO^MEMDATIOK : • ' . 

The above is for your information. , , • ' 





^Qbfuqr^. s6j \ 1951 .; 


■Ifr* Arthur S&hi.eBimger,sr ‘ ‘- ' ' ■' 

■■■■.■ ^ ■■■' 

e^brjdge, Ua^^cb.^3f^ ., v;*;- ;,V::;^ 

qp jfr.' Schi^tpit 'i^:^ MXfrf 

-vunyLy • ii.ito.j -go csc^no^led^S;-•&©^rv<^omKnt©«-t i©a. 'o/ 

■ ’F^ehriLtiru 6» - PhGt'. yoii- had t(y_^0y mm: dritereati-ngs md 
,me. mill, hs mry glad to'aa^i^. ,-q'mdtter of ressord'- 
in ,our-/$ie@^ •;■; ' _'. \v ..- 

■-■ ■,' •- ••■;• With baat 'wiehoQ Ofid hind-roga'rdq^^;j: 

■■ •= ^■''/’V..;,: -•■ SinooreXy y'ouTB ^^-■ 
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Dear fee Nichols:: 


Tolcon . 
Mr. tadd 
J’Sr. aGgg«, 
B«r. Glendn . 
Mr. Nidbols 
Mr. Boaen«« 
Mr. !h:acy««. 
Mr. RctrZio 
Mr. Belmont. 

Mr. Mohr-_ 

j Tel©, Room 
Mr. ITease 
Mies Gandy . 


Since |_. lin the current--aeiaington^case^ recently,|_ 

I [that I had cone bo see hiin|_to.talk about the case, 

I thought I had better place the circumstances of my visit on record. 



$ ^ 

& £2 ^ 


I do not know Remington, have never seen him and know very little about him 
or the oasei I firfet,heard of him in the sijmmer of 1948, when't he accusati ons 
were first made a gainst him. At that time I was working for EGA I I and 

for whom Remington had vrorked in the Commerce Department, ob- 
served to" mi6 (as he later .stated in a deposition) that Remington had been, if 
anything, Excessively tough on the Soviet Union in Commeroe.^ Later, after I 
retumedr to.the Unit ed States, I learn ed that mv old and clo se friend Mr. 

had undertaken to the Loyalty Review 

oarh. r ~| is a man in whose probity and patriotism I have entire con¬ 

fidence, and whose generosity of spirit has long commanded my warm regard. He 
has been a stalvrart and consistent anti-Communist as long as I have known himj 
and he would not knnwingly represent a C pirnnunist or an ex-Commun Ist in such a 
case as this. The combined reactions of ] I led me to sup¬ 

pose tnat Remington had been probably falsely accused. This feeling was 
strengthened when Remington won his case before the Loyalty Board. (The facts 
that have since been brought out in the course of the trial now leave me 
thoroughly baffled.) 

When I left for !^ rope last summer, asked me whether I would look up 

I and find out his attitude toward Remington, and especially his 

willingness to testify in court to the story about] which he had 

already tola to the House committee. This I was glad to do as a favor fo r an 
old friend who has done many favors for me. I h ad one ta lk with l and 

later saw him briefly at a USIS cockta il party. _told me the same story 

about his relations with [ that he had told the House dommittee. 

■VJhen I inquired whether he would testify to this, he said that he did not know; 
it would depend on the ciroumstanoes. He also expressed to^me his quite natural 
irritation over Remington's denunciation of Mm. All this I communicated to _ 
_ That is my entire connection with H and Remington. ^ ^ 

RECORDED - 

In view of your kindness to me in the past, I am takijng the liberty of. sendijig.^ 
this letter along to you. 

Sincerely yours, ' \ 

-iL- o'^ \ 


this letter along to you. 






Arthur S chlaslngQr..- i r. 


Ii/ko Louis B, Nichols - .■ • 

... 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Ws.shlnp'ton.. 
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August 29, 1952 
UEMORANDU^ 

Re* ARTHUR MEIERi^l^LESINGER, JR, 


BIOGRAPHICAL DATA : 

Arthur Meier Schlesinger, Jr., was b^_m_ijx„Coluinbus, Ohio, on 
October 15, .1917=^, and is the son of ^thur Meier and Elizabeth Bancroft 
Schlesinger. He attended Phillips-Exeter Academy in New Hamp shire and was 
graduated in 1933. After traveling around the world, he entered Harvard 
University in 1934, and was graduated sunma cum laude with an A. B. Degree 
in 1938, 


Following his graduation from Harvard, he received the Henry 
fellowship for study at Cambridge University in ^gland , where he was a 
member of the Society of Fellows from 1939 to 1942t ^ 


children. ^ 


He married 


former Dean of the Harvard University Medical School, 


and they have four 
]of the late Dr. Walter B, Cannon, 


Schlesinger was emplcyed by the Office of War Information in 1942 
and 1943 and was associated with the Office of Strategic Services from 1943 
to 1945. He served in the U. S. Amy in 1945. He has been Associate 
Professor of History at Harvard University since 1946, 


He won the Pulitzer Prize for History in 1945, for his bode 
entitled, "The Age of Jackson.*" Schlesinger has also written numerous 
articles of a political or historical nature. 


Schlesinger is active in the Americans for Democratic Action 
and the Civil Liberties Union," 


His currait address is 109 Irving Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
and his office address is the Wldaner Library, Cambridge, Massachusetts'.'^' 

PERTBiaJT INFORMATION ; 

In his article, ”The United States Communist Party," in the 
July 29, 1946, issue of the Life Magazine, Schlesinger said: "While the 
espionage threat cannot be shznigged off, it cannot be solved by witch hunts 
or un«>American committees."' 

Milton Howard writing in the July 30 and August 1, 1946, issues 
of the Daily Worker attacked Schlesinger for his article in Life Magazine, 

John Stuart in the August 20, 1946, issue of the New Masses 
severely criticized Schlesinger for stating that Coftmunists are disloyal. 


d 


C 







In the September 11, 1946, issue of the Daily Worker, Samuel 
Sillen denounced Schlesinger for distorting Marxism. 

Cki l&y'21, 1947, a dinner was given in Bostcsa, Massachusetts, 
in honor of Dr. Oeorge Coleman, founder of Ford Hall, Boston. Schlesinger 
spoke at that meeting and denounced the House Conmittee on Un*«4merioan 
Activities. In addition to his attack against that committee, he made 
reference to the FBI’s "unwarranted interference in our Democratic way of 
life." 


Qi Mhy 26, 1948, an item appeared in the student publication of 
Harvard University, "The Harvard Crimson," that Schlesinger, Jr., had aligned 
himself with a groups of 46 members of the. Harvard University faculty in 
urging the defeat of the Mundt-llixon Anti^Coimiiunist Bill. These faculty 
members asserted that, while the bill appeared aimed at restricting the 
activities of Communists, "its vague and loose phraseology would threaten 
the expression of liberal and progressive thought." J 

The Washington Post of July 30, 1948, reported he had been 
"cleared" for Economic Cooperation Admtnistratian ei^loyment and was named 
Special Assistant to roving Ambassador ikrrlman, to specialize in research 
for a few months before returning to I^vard. 

The New York Times for Decenber 6, 1948, announced that Arthur 
Schlesinger, Ifotthew WoU, Norman Thomas and other meobers of the Workers 
Defense League were serving on a special commissian to hold hearings 
regarding enforced labor of peoples in the United States and other 
eountides including those doing slave labor in the USSR. 

_ Schles inger. while serving in the OSS, roomed with a man named 

I who has been affiliated with a number of subversive 

organizations. 

On October 23, 1949, Joseph Starobin, a writer employed by the 
Daily Worker, visited Schlesinger. Starobin made an appeal for financial 
help for the Communist Party which had encountered financial difficulties 
following the conviction of their eleven leaders in New York. It was 
reported that Schlesinger was in agreement with the statement made by the 
ADA attacking the denial of bail for the eleven Communist leaders, but 
Schlesinger denied aid to Starobin, reminding him that the Consaunists 
were indifferent to the TrotskyLtes ccmivicted under the Smith Act of 
1940. 




be 

hlC 



In the Washington Times-Herald for November 22, 1949, Westbrook 
Pegler quoted Schlesinger, Jr», as saying the U* S. Qoveznment was a wel«> 
fare state from inception and Alexander Hamilton was the first to develop 
this general principle in our Qovexnment, The same newspaper for October 30, 
1949, lists Schlesinger, Jr,, as a member of the National Board of ADA* 

"The ^tal Center," his last book, dealt with the future of the 
"non-Caramunist left" and the necessity for divorcing itself from Ccmmnmist 
influence* This book was severely criticized in the Daily Worker for 
December 6, 1949, which described Schlesinger, Jr*, as a self-styled 
"theoretician of the non-Communist loft," Current Biography for 1946 quotes 
Bernard DeVoto as~ocwim^ting on Schlesinger *s book "The Age of Jackson" 
with the prediction it would create a new school. 

In the New York Post for February 7, 1950, William Duffy in an 
azdiicle exposing the Jefferson School of Social Sciences, said that an 
instructor, labor editor of the Daily Worker, criticized Schlesinger, Jr., 
and others deemed as dangerous Social Democrats. ^ 

The April 5, 1950, editicsi of the New York Post and Home News 
carried a column by Schlesinger which questioned the efficiency of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. Schlesinger stated "We now know that a 
great deal of Communist espionage went on in Washington in the 30*s 
under the nose of the FBI;'" Schlesinger asked "Are FBI methods Democratic?" 
and said public misgivings have been groiring and were"stated with "great 
force" in a speech made by Joseph L. Rauh, Jr., Chairman of the Americans 
for Democratic Action, Executive Committee. Schlesinger wrote that 
political and intellectual freedoms are intimidated by the FBI. 

_ It was ascertained in the Spring of 1950 that Schlesinger*s 

I the late Dr. Walter B. Cannon. 

f ormerly Dean of the Harvard University Medical School, was a member of 
many Communist Party front organizations* 

The June 26, 1950, issue of the Daily Worker contained a story 
concerning the forty-first annual conference of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People* This story took exception with 
the NAACP's resolution initiating a "RedMiunt against Communists and' 
progressives." The story stated that a speaker at the NAACP conference 
"Was the cold war ideologist. Professor Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr." 
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Schlesinger is the f 


was with the Divisio n of[ 

in 1950 . I I a Harvard Dhiversity Professor, 

of[ 


was a close ass ociate 
] ha s publicly stated that I ~l was 

J denied it under oath before 


[ 


reported to him to be a Communist, 
the McCarren Committee in March, 1952. On August 15, 1952, according to 
a Washing ton City News Service wire, the State Department announced that 
I "[ had been issued a passport to go to Japan an d that a year before 

the Army nad denied hm a travel permit after T I ies tified publicly 


that he knew 


as a Communist. 


The October 4, 1950, edition of the Washington Times-Herald 
carried an editorial entitled "Alibis for Om: Reds.'» This editorial 
stated that the August 1, 1950, issue of Look printed a long article by 
Schlesinger, Jr., "who Specializes in explaining away the Roosevelt 
failures. Schlesinger sought to answer the question: 'What made them 
turn Red?' meaning such men as Alger Hiss." The editorial went on by 
stating that Schlesinger insisted that he himself "'never accepted the 
norths about the Soviet Union,' but he has great sympathy for the Hiss 
crowd. They were high-minded and idealistic, and when the depression 
came they lost their faith in capitalism, he says." 


The Times-Herald wrote that "Schlesinger's article failed to 
point out tliat Hiss and several other Communists on the New Deal payroll 
were attorneys, well trained in the history and philosophy of the law. 
They certainly knew that "Uie first ethical rule of the legal profession 
is loyalty to a client." 


i^thur Schlesinger, Jr., reviewed Alan Barth's book, "The Loyalty 
of Free Men," in the January 21, 1951, issue of the Washington Post. This 
review was generally favorable. Schlesinger stated, "On the specific 
question of the loyalty check, he (Barth) seems to feel that the present 
system is worse than useless and would favor instead the use in government 
of the 'tested methods of personnel selection in common use throughout 
private industry.'... Certainly, even if the abandonment of the loyalty 
program were administratively wise at this point it would not be politically 
feasible." 


In the fall of 19 50. Schle singer personally contacted one | 

[ and asked | 1 if he wo uld be wi lling to make a de¬ 
position for the William Remington defens e. (1 I subsequently testified 


in the Remington case.) Schlesinger t old[ 

anyone bu t was closel y acquain ted with I _ 

for a time. I ] mentioned to Sch lesinger that Remington had 


1 that he did not represent 
who had been Remington's 


testified in 1948 that he did not know whether 


]was a Communist but 
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thoug ht he w as. [ 
their 


- I vras discharged bv TI. S. News and World Report as 

I correspondent subsequent toF lin the Remington 


linto her espionage net- 
l(in May 1950) 


case. 

has testified that in 19A2 she recrui ted f 

work at the suggestion of Remington, _ 

before a subco mmittee of the House Committee on Un-American Act ivities was 

a 


published with[] 


]as 


de fense witne ss in the Remington case indicates he was the person intended 
in I I testimony. 


The Daily Compass of October 11, 195l» printed a column by 
I. F. Stone which stated that in the Spring of 1951, Csunbridge, Massachusetts, 
City Councilman John D. lynch introduced a resolution asking for “a purge . 
of the alleged Reds on the faculty of the two (Harvard and MIT) famovis 
local institutions of learning.** Among the fifty suspected Reds whom 
lynch listed on the Harvard faculty alone was Professor Arthur M, Schlesinger, 
Jr., according to Stone. 


In the Fall of 1951, Louis Budenz spoke at a Commtmion breakfast 
in Boston, Massachusetts. This appearance elicited a protest from 
Schlesinger, which protest was centered about the introduction of Budenz 
by a prominent civic official. 

The Daily Compass on March 25, 1952, carried an article captioned / 
*'The Liberal McCarthy - Schlesinger, Jr, *s Smear" by Ted 0. Thackrey. This | 
article attacked Schlesinger for his "smearing" criticism of the Smith Act 
and those who oppose America's seeking military alliance with the governments 
of Spain, West Germany and Formosa. The main basis of this article was ' 

Schlesinger*s opposition to the sentiment for Justice William 0. Douglad as | 
the Democratic candidate for President. 
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March 15, 1950 


Hr. Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. 

Post Home Hews 
75 West Street 
New York, New York 

Dear Mr. Sdilesinger: 

You will recall a few years ago we had the pleasure of a rather 
lengthy visit with you after you had encountered some difficulties as a 
result of a statement spearing in the files of one govenunent agen^ (not 
the At that time, we were very happy to do everything we could to 

strai^ten the matter out and I am sure it was strai^tened out. 1 mention 
this as merely background in this personal communication which is not intended 
for publication. 

You have made certain observations in the New York Post Home News 
of March 5, 1950, pertcdning to the PBI and its Director. I do think in all 
fairness that you gave a rather erroneous Inqpression to yorar readers and I 
wanted to mention a few facts which I hope you will give some consideration 
to if the question arises in the future. 

You stated that the question of the PBl's efficiency was open to 
question because "we know now that a great deal of Communist espionage went 
on in Washington in the thirties under the nose of the PBI." You do not say, 
however, that it was not until September of 1939 that we were given a directive 
by the President to operate in this field and even then the Bureau's work in 
connection with Investigations involving members of the Cerm^-American Bund, 
Fascists and others met with a great deal of opposition. In fact there was a 
widespread movement on in the spring of 1940 which if it had succeeded would 
have very effectively clipped the Bureau and prevented it from carrying on its 
functions solely because Mr. Hoover was forthright enough to tell the 
Appropriations Committee that we were checking on persons potentially dangerous 
to the country, which it was then stated was a menace to civil rights. Ten 
years have now elspsed. Our record speaks lac Itself with regard to the absence 
of enemy espionage during the war. 

Your observation that an efficient federal police would not be 
dependent on ex-Communists after the fact does not stand up under examination. 
We, of course, in many instances have known the facts but mere knowledge is 
not sufficient and to enable facts to be presented before the courts legal 
evidence was necessary. Even in bank robbery cases it is necessary to delve 
into the underworld for information and it is Just as necessary to delve into 
the Communist ranks. 




You then go into '*Are ISI methods democratic?" She mere fact that 
you base your statements upon a recent speech by Joseph L. Rauh, Jr. does not 
make the Bauh statements correct or your observations correct. Ihe FBI has 
made no effort to "cover vg) wlre-t^plng by other Illegal acts." We have 
always been very forthright and have not concealed the fact that wlre-tepplng 
Is used by this Bureau, ^ter all, we have-a fairly good legal basis for this In 
that two individuals on the Supreme Court, one on the Court of j^peals, a former 
Court of ilppeals Judge and the present Attorney General, who was a former 
Solicitor General, contend that the manner In which the FBI uses this device 
does not conflict with the Federal Communications Act* 

Likewise, I do not know what facts you base your statement upon that 
"the current SB! mood of neurotic sensitivity to criticism Is not conducive to 
the democratic functioning of a police system." We have always welcomed con> 
structlve criticism. We have never, to my knowledge, stated that the FBI should 
not be criticised. We have, like fair minded persons, resented unfair criticisms 
or criticisms from Inspired sources having an soce to grind. 1 know of no one In 
the Bureau who has ever entertained the thou^t that all the FBI's critics are 
Soviet Agents as you so dogmatically stated. If you know of any one who has 
complaints against the FBI, 1 am sure the Director would be glad to be advised 
so he In turn could straighten them out. 

I thought particularly your Inference that the political and 
Intellectual freedoms are Intimidated by the FBI was most uncalled for and 
certainly not supported by facts because the IBI is not concerned with political 
opinion nor what a man thls^s but what a man does. I think that in the field 
of applicant Investigations alone that your experience with us should be 
convincing. Should you have any questions concerning the FBI or any doubt, 

I would welcome the opportunity of sitting down with you a:^d d^cusslng them. 

Sincerely yours. 


/s/ L. B. Nichols 
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History of 
The Week , 

==By Arthur S^l esinqer Jr . 

(Noted historian and author of “The Ag:e 
of Jackson" and “The Vital Center.") 

You will find in the correspondence columns today a letter 
from James Imbrie, a leader of the Progressive Party of New 
Jersey. Since several other correspondents made much the same 
points, if in varying tones of indigation, it may be well to spend 
a moment in contemplation of the Imbrie argument. 

Two weeks ago I noted the' circulation of a letter purporting 
to rally liberals in defense of civil liberties. The signers of the 
letter, I pointed out, were well known for their belief that liberals 
could work with Communists; and I questioned whether people 
who showed no horror or repugnance at Communism could have 
a very serious devotion to civil freedom. No decent liberal, I 
suggested, would have anything to do with their projects. 



r 




Mr. Imbrie, as I make out his letter, offers three main points: 
(1) that the Progressive Party is independent and has been proven 
light by events; (2) that hatred of Communism is a threat to 
democracy; and (3) that military force has little to do with 
winning the world conflict 

Let us examine these points. As for the first, Mr. Imbrie 
maintains that he himself, both publicly and privately, has always 
been a **bittei’' critic of Soviet Communism. If that is so, then 
Mr 'Smbrie has no more place in the Progressive Party than an 



AssociUed Press Photo 

Uvvbvle »ud Henry WaHacc at Progressive Party picnic 
July IS, 194S. Imbrie was \\\i \j. 


inveterate drunkard has in the Prohibition Party. I have never 
heard Mr. Imbrie, publicly or privately; but I defy him to pro¬ 
duce an instance of where his Progressive Party has ever been 
•■‘ritical of Soviet Communism. 







It has not been, and it cannot be; for it was set up by ti® 
C ommunist Party as a front organization to run interference in 
t le U. S. for Soviet foreign policy. I suppose that Mr. Imbrik 
V ill dismiss this statement as another vicious innuendo. But lot 
rAe quote a newspaperman whom he certainly does not regard 
as a fascist beast—that is, L F. Stone. '‘The Communists have 
been the dominant influence in The Progressive Party,” Stone 
wrote on February 28, 1950. He added: “If it had not been for 
the Communists, there would have been no Progressive Party, 
and if they are ever purged, the Progressive Party will disappear.” 

t ^ 

The only political meaning of the Progressive Party is the 
belief that a united front with Communism is possible. How 
anyone can maintain that belief in face of the events of the past 
five years is beyond any comprehension. The graves of Eastern 
Europe are filled with Imbries who supported local versions of 
Progressive Parties until the Communists could take the countries 
over and then rub out the dupes who had done so much of their 
dirty work for them. Cooperation with Stalinists is possible only 
on Stalinist terms. If American liberals do not know that by now, 
they know nothing. 

As for the notion that the Progressive Party has been proven 
right by events, it has clearly been proven staggeringly wrong in 
its analysis of the overriding event of our time—the nature of 
Soviet Communism. As soon as they had discovered how wrong 
they were, the decent leaders of the Progressive Party—Henry 
Wallace, John Rogge, Rex Tugwell—got out of it. 

Mr. Imbrie’s notion that hatred of Communism is a threat 
to democracy is pan and parcel of his general beliet in the 
united front. Of course, I hate Communism, as I hate fascism— 
as I hate any form of society dedicated- to the extermination of 
individual freedom. If you believe in human dignity, how can 
you not hate a political fanaticism which has restored slavery on 
a scale unknown in modern history? 

Does military power have a role to play? Writing from 
Lawrenceville, N. J., Mr. Imbrie can be very complacent in 
sneering at military strength. If he lived in Belgrade, Yugo¬ 
slavia, he might feel a little different. It is hard to know what 
to say to people who, dwelling in the relative security of this 
continent, would piously condemn the men and women of free 
Europe to the kind mercies of Stalin. Or does Mr. Imbrie really 
think that Stalin would not invade Yugoslavia tomorrow if he 
would only count on the United States to follow the pro-Soviet 
policies of the Progressive Party? 

George Orwell put it concisely: freedom’s traitors, he said, 
were those who tried to be anti-fascist without being anti-totalit- 
frian. The Progressive Party is a last shabby monument to thife 
particular form of dangerous idiocy in our own land. The quicker 
pberals reject unconditionally this whole lingering nostalgia fo* 
la, united front, the sooner we will have a secure and sane demo«i 
^icy, not alone in this country, but in the world. 



Stai<’ Dtj)i ha* on,H» rolls ST? ca^3-t'arO'mg (Sw^i^^i^^ratong ^ 
v\uh uiiioid numbt^rs of lellow Irav^krs, Thus iar.-only one name j 
has been revealed as an example of what Sen. McCanhy regards \ 
as a Communist syinpalhizer. This is David Lloyd of the White i 
H<ms<\ who has been an active anii-Communlst for years and was j 
indeed at one time legislative representative for the anti-Corn* \ 
niunlst liberal organization, Americans for Democratic Action. If j 
McCarthi's information is no better than this, his only success ; 
will be m making the country forget the name of Sen. Hicken- j 
looper. I 

Thus, on the one hand, a real problem; on the other, an over- ^ 
wrought and feverish response, which only aids the extremes,of i 
Communism and reaction. How does a free people undertake the j 
measures to protect its security? 'IVo answers are clear. It does i 
not solve the problem by wildly denying its existence, the way ' 
Henry Wallace and John Rogge would have it. Nor does it solve j 
the problem by running berserk, in the manner of Sen McCarthy j 
and the hoard of legcnts at the Univ. of California. j 

♦ j 

The crucial agency in the proper solution of the problem, 
of tvurso, IS ihe FBI. There aie two things that the American ! 
people mu:si exi)ect of the FBI: that it be efficient; and rliat it \ 
do as Utile to violate the ways of freedom as is consistent with 
national security. How well have the American people been 
served? The question of the FBI’s eificlency, especially on pohn*; 
cal questions, is an open one. Certainly we know now th^t a great 
deal of Communist espionage went on in Washington in the 
, ihutieb under the nose of the FBI. 

'j'hcre were political obstacles to FBI activity in this field, 
yet one would »hink that an efficieni federal police would not be i 
1.0 eniii'oly dependent upon amformaiion piovUied ex- I 

C<< urn‘an IS IS a ft or the fact. | 

n ♦ ♦ ^ 

' Arc FBI methods democratic? Here public niisgiving.s have | 
gro'Mng: and some of these misgivings were staled with | 
giX'.M. force in a rc^’Cnt speech by JoS(‘ph L. Rauh Jr., chair.man > 
of the ADA Executive Committee. Kauh, who has alw'a>s been a | 
ndliianr anii Communist, hei'e bluntly summarized doubts which 
h<i\e iisen in many minds concerning FBI methods: the increasing 
use ul v\ lie upjiing, the effoit to cover up wiretapping by other 
illical acfs, as icvealed in the Coplon case, and, nio.st serious pf. 
aJi, I ho ,rn'’Mp‘. lo impugn t)ie motives of any one w'ho dares to 
cniiiazo tiir* FBI ^ 

No go\'(M nnvpt agency is above criticism; and. if ajn govern 
nient agency .^huuld legard the play of public crluoism ns esscntml 
to !hc doinoeiaiif discharge ol »ts duties, it is the FBI. A ccrdral 
poiico ngen.e: o/inpatible w'lth democracy only when its opcMations 
fiuppuit iKilnica! 'Mid intellectiial Ireedorn. not when they intimidate 
or leguf'v., II : ,}rn sure rhat J, Edgar Hoovei’s old boss and spo/i' 
sor ilarle.n V would tell him that the cunent FBI mood of 

n» urotji: M uMnruy to cntu-ism is not conducive to the democratic 
funeiioning c: .i p<dice s>stcm. Tne Coinmuni5t.s are against the 
FBI hut this duos not make every one who raises questions abour 
the FBI a Couvnunir^i; and, when the FBI gets to believing that al! 
Its cntlcs aie Soriet agents, then its usefulness as in serving a 
democracy is ever. 
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History of 




By Arthur Schiesinger Jr. 


Noted historian, author of "The Age of 
Jackson" and “The Vital Center." 

Not the least complex problem of an already sufficiently 
complex age is that created by the existence of secret agents 
Last week saw more manifestations of that problem and of its 
backwash upon people and upon politics. In London, Dr. Klaus 
Fuchs, the brilliant young scientist who had spent the crucial 
‘ years of his life a slave to the Soviet Illusion, pleaded guilty to 
icharges of atomic espionage and received a sentence of 14 years. 
iThe Fuchs case put in sharp outline what all responsible people 
(have long known' that Britain and the U. S. are the top Soviet 
lintelhgence oojectlves. 

c This was the problem; but there was also its backwash. The 
i problem created fear and anxiety, which hysterical people would 
ijaggravate and cynical people would exploit. ^There was evidence < 
[ of i»uch hysteria and cynicism last week. In Washington, Dean 
Acheson had to make another statement on Alger Hiss,/spelling 
[‘it out this time in words of one syllableJor the benefit,of .the 
[ neanderih^l Republicans. \ . y . *•. 

L' In New Yolk the lawyers for William‘Remli^ton announced 
r^iiar he h.icUreceived an out-of-couit,settlement for his libel suit 
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J. E. HOOVER 
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against Elizabeth Bentley, the voluble ex-communist who' had 
called Remington a Communist agent. And in ,,California the 
faculty of the Univ. of California was up in arms over a non- 
Cbmmunist oath which the board of. regents, ove*" th/» o"* 
oi Gov. Earl Warren and of the university's president, Hohert d 
S^uoul, is <itrekjng to imi.>ose upon all faculty memue. ^ » 

, « 

The comblnallon of cynicism and hysteria has ra^iy been 
^tnore compaetiy exhibited than In the'recent performance 
Sen. McCarthy of Wisconsin. McCarthy, the meager and petulant 


N, Y. Post and Home News 
Dated March 5, 1950 
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.^OTEf -A currently, an assoc 
professor of History at Harvard University and is presently. 
in a close advisory capacity-to Presidential candidate Adldvi ^ 
Stevenson^ Schij^^pe^rj3_ father/^' tHe Profe^ssor of. H.i^torif a^^ 
Harvard University ^dnd belongs to numerous front organis^tio^,}^ 
Schle^svngelrjf JrT^ is'd Member >0$ the .Americans for PemocraiMc ^ ->■ 
Action^ has^ written: voluminously in- apposition -to the Loyalty 
Program^ and has been most ay-p spoken.^ and .demonstrative with refers., 
to his contempt for the FBJi- flOO-SkdddS'and 184’^S30), • ' ' 

rCorresponde^t is not identifiable in Sufile t. , '■■ 
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;■ ARTHUR M. SCHLESIHGEP, 

• a<i?ini_gctpber. 13 , .1917.. ^ 7 ' 

I Columbus. Ohio . ^ , 

(i(it ru / 'i ' <- ■ ■ • ‘^ 

^ -I'i* \f ■ 

In response to your name check requ'S^* there are 
attached nine investigative reports concerning Arthur J^^eieP 
0 Schlesijige r, Jr« ' - - ‘ 

The JToregoing information i's furnished-to you as 
the result of.your request for an FBI file check and is not 
to .be construed as a clearance or a nonclearance of the 
individual involved. This information is furnished for 
your use and should not be disseminated outside of your 
agency. ■ , ' 

Attachment ... 


NOTE: ArthurSchlesinger, Jr., is a prominent educator 
and arthj^'t He is Associate-Professor of history, at / 
Harvard Lmiversity. ' The original of the ab’dve memo 
and the attached reports were routed to Mr. Nichols for 


anproval' before dissemination. 
August 23, 1954. 

■Orig to OSD '• . • 

RR;'«/23/54 A 
^S. jfciarkrwed^ ' 
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SCHbEStNGER REra$ES 




TO RESIGN ADA POST 

parvard Prof. Arthur Schlesinger,>Jr:;'said* last'nigiit;!h^'will 
-not iesign as xiS^uiialr<PtrtrdliTnairof'th*e*l^€ricahs.for,'D^ocratic 
Actiln.merely because^he arid the^prganizatiomdon’t'see "eye >td eye’ 
ori‘ tie^ issue' of Cbiriinuriist teachers in 'cclleges^*^- ; 

.i^Sdilesinger revealed .iris 
Uon in “a talk before about.lOO* ‘ 


is filled with'^tkedj'iiiches'wWcll 
need re:exairiinationV*?;;"' ?' 

said the 'Dem0vatsys}x6ut&, 
never, be eiribarrassed- regarding 
Korea/' because' if^residentt'I^^^ 


delegates 7to'the seventh annual 
convention' of>'the Students' For 
Democratic Action, being held;at 
Boston University, 

The AIOA . is ""flatly against^ j^an had not ni’et/Co^^ 
Communists as teachers,'Schles- e^xQSsion* the \ free m world''would 
in»r - staid. He maintains there 
ard' "Tew ,it > any" Communists 
teakriing in colleges ""and that 
anJ left constitute little threat to 
th^r students, except ..boring 
them to death." 

' Earlier' ill the day,"'Chester 
Bowles, former ambassadpr toln- 
dia, said, ""The Am erican' liberal 
Imovement^liyyds ’'IP^new* look^ It 


gression,’ the^\ free-i world/^^ould 
liave ;'Ipst):Ja|jan, I which, was |^he, 
Red'goai. "/.w ; ' V ’’ '''f ft. ? 

Atty, LaRue Brown, state JADA 
chairman, welcomed^the gamer¬ 
ing' at last night's.' dinner I and, 
said,' ''"It is your7generatioft;^/,orij 
whom,', in the; last analysisil rests 
the ^futu retof wha t we call 'dvili- 

zation;"."-', / 

V V .s'. 1 -I y V\ V ^ 
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Mr. NifihMa 
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«Y-r'j6HN'' ,KELSO;v^, Ij','! 

Post Washiiig^ton \ Correspondent 

WASHINGTON, M a yv-24; 
Americans for Democratic Actior^ ' 
in the final sessions toddy; of a * 
convention highlighted by-;-bris- 
tling attacks on Sehator^^tToseph , 
R. McCarto/'elected; ProfQsaor 

llarvard as one t)f their, top’ co- i 
chairmen. ’ ^ J 

The fes-year-old Harvard his- ^ 
tory sapant and Presidential cam- ^ 
paign ionfidante,of Governor Ad-'^ 
lai E.l Stevenson promptly, an- ^ 
nounced at a press ^ cohfererfcd 1 
that "'the new national board^of ^ 
the ADA must stage a two-fpld < 
fight against the Soviet, menace ' 
abroad and the conspiracy of ^ 
smear and slander that is threat¬ 
ening this country.'^ 1 

The convention, which' named < 
Mrs. Franklin" D. Roosevelt as ] 
honorary chairman, and Jaipe^]^. ' 
Doyle of Wisconsin, foriper clerk < 
to Gowrnor James F., Byrnes of ; 
North! Carolina when' the latter * 
was aj Supreme Court jurist and ; 
subseouently Secretary of State, i 
as the other cochairman, adopted • 




a. resolution ichaf^i^,' V-" • 

ICarthy >;andVhls;\"^^ ^ 

pave/muchiiri;cbmm^^ ^ 

munists ^tbey Iprofess -1^ rroi!* ^ 

' ‘‘Likert communfe^^ V .-' ^ 

resolution read,‘/their b^ . 

is toward cpnforimty; an 

sole .test of ;ibyaIty/as'Vi^ _""" 

with their,,concisions;_ 

why they/;wbuld ban’^book^^^''' 
^es troy;“acad"eniia f reedom'.'i! Tliey/ 
like 'communists;'/‘seWe^^tK^^^ 
pose ' Of ?'the Soviet ' by,. 

America aiid/by ''making *^Xmeii- 
cans appear ^;divided ' ahd-V’fnght-. 
ened in the!^' eye¥ ’* ofv tlie' If 
world."' Vj.'/ 

James ‘ ,B. i., Cafey/'fpsecretary-’ 
treasurer of the CIO',; and’Jpresi-' 
dent of the, International Union of 
Electrical,'- Radio-C^ ahU^^Machiii^ 
Worker; CIO,'ih,a^raajor/a^^^ 
claimed • that.the’ -OpF 4 %p^ratl 
ing a, /‘stack^/rde^I”|;^Hex||£id^^ 
the cards Sare$£i?eingK^^^^^ 
against' ‘‘the little "^maril/tlwiyage^ 
earner, the mass of the^Amwican 
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1951 


_Mr. Tolson 5744 
:MrrLa(id"'5736 
_Mr. Clegg 5256. 

_Mr. Glavin ^51-7 to1i 
_M r, Harbo 7625. LadlT 
_Mr. Nichols |5640;eTO 
_Mr. Eosen 5706. Glavin 
_Mr. Tracy 41300 
Mr. Belmont 



_Mr. Mohr 5744 

Misgx^andy 5633 
Nease 5633 



ecprds Sec. 7235 
P.e^gJt'Becords 6635 
ading Boom 5531 


Mr. Traqy 


^Mr. McGuire 1 :ft 
_Mr. HollomanJg636' 

_Mr. Jones 423^6’®-®°°"’ 


Mail Boom 5533 
f^^'e 5644 
Clerk 2706 
hanical B-114 
iSupply Boom B-118 

-Miss Brown 



_^Mr. Leonard |p222'fB® —|—M iss Corrigan 

ll_Mr” ■ McCoy 55;3'7’‘®® T:.ir^ 

j_^Mr. Waikart |j7 2P_4 : 

_Mr. English 5627 


_See me 
.Send file ■.;* 
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.jriwpai'B 1 opiy 
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'For appro 
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Office uNiTE||^S?g*|y£: 


VERNMENT 

S' rr:}>} 


TO 


nioM 


SUBJECT: 


Mr. Tolsdn 


Li. B,. Nichols 




Boardmanr 
Nichols . 
Belmont . 
Harbo . 
Mohr . 


■ o 

ARTHUR SCHLESINGER, JR. 



advised me bn the evening of Octpber^(J7>^C 


1954, that Arthur. Schlesinger has an article on . the J. Rober.t Oppenheirr^eoL. 
case in the current. Atlantic Ivlonthly; that in^the la st paragra ph; of the^^^ 


has checked 


article, Schlesinger quotes from the .Grey report, 
it ’’against the Grey report” and has found that Schlesinger misquoted the 
Grey report and the quotation he quoted gives an entirely different meaning 
than, the exact quotation in the Grey report. Accordingly, he is going to do 
a column on this for next week. . 

I closed the conversat ion' by rais ing the' question as to 
just how fallible the great historian is. 
jubilant. .. 


seemed to be very 


cc: Mr. Boardman 

.Mr. Belmont 
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Oot^her S8 q l©5d 


DiTQQtQT^ FBI 


Aumm MBiEB ^osiEsimEn^ 
GfiMBBimEs mSEACBUBETfS 







Due to the eritioal attitude mhiah hm been, diopl&yed - 
toward the Bureau by Atrthur Meiar BchlesingoTg Jr,g you ore 
ifcQtruoted that ho to not to bo eonteoted in the future unleso 
prior Bureau authority haa been obtained* 

For your in/oraationg Qh&^s UhOg lB34^§3g roflaoto 
that SchlOBingor io aosoGiatc profesoor of history at Harvard 
dniveroity and has off toes at PS ffidoncr Libraryg CaBbridgos 
iiadeackuBetts, Mo hope addreoo is 109 Irving Btreet^ Ganbridgog 
Maeoaohusetta* 


MOTES By memo dated 10’‘21^^54, oaptioned '^Unknown Subjeot$ 
Cornelia Cannon, aka* Mr a* Walter B* Cann on - Complainant} 


] advised Mr* Belmont 


Information Concerning, _ 

that Mrs* Cannon is the mo ther^-in-law of Arthur Schleainger, 
m-ri.+.e>.r. mho is p rominent in Americans for Democratic Action* 


Jr 


* $ 




___ noted that Sohlesinger, Jr*, "has written 

voluminously in opposition to the Loyalty Program and has been 
most outspoken and demons trativa with reference to his contempt^^ 
for the Bureau*" In connection with 
Sohlesinger, Jr*, should be added to the 


this, instructed tha-f 
"Not To Contact" list* 


RECORDED ■ 10 
EX. -109\ / 
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Tinterrowd _ 
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lovember 24» 1954 


AETHUa l-aSIia^^CHLESIOGBil, ja. ' i-c. ■'*- 

Bora; October 15i 1917 
Coluabus, Ohio ' 


In sj^sponse. to your aaae check request, there 
are attached^nlne investigative reports concerning. 
Arthur KeieP^t^lesingar, Jr. / 




f 


The foregoing, information is furnished to you as 
a result of your request for en FBI file check and is not 
to be construed as a clearance or a nonclearance of the in¬ 
dividual involved. This information is furnished to you 
and should not be disseminated outside of your.agency. 


Attachment 


Note;'Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr., is prominent educator , 
and author and Associate Professor lof history at Harvard 
■ University. The dissemination of the attached reports is 
, \ not being routed to Mr. Nichols office as he previously 

\i 4 approved the dissemination of the reports to OSD in 

A i September, 1954. 

Orig to G-2 
^ ^ HR 11-12-54 

. j ^ • A. D. Sk^t: eah 

.J?|- Kk) ffw 
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May 22, 1958 
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r* 



1!EC-5? 




Mr. Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. 
Wldener T 
Harvard University 
Cambridge y Massachusetts 


Dear Mr. Schlesingeir: 


Your letter dated May 19, 1958, has 

been received. 

I regret that I am unable to comply 
with your request for a transcript of my Interview 
with Congressman Keating, inasmuch as the interview 
was eidemporaneous, and I have no copy of it. 


Sincerely yours, 

Jo Edgar Hooves 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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NOTE: Correspondent is the well-known |igure who is active in the 
Americans for Democratic Action and other very liberal groups. 
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MAY ? 3 1958 

MLLimrh 




m-- w 


MAIL ROOM □ 




w* 


ALL INFOFJ’IATION COHTAIMED 
HEREDI IS OTCLASSIFIED 

DATE 10-02-2007 BY 60324 AUC BA¥/RS/YCF. 


Mr. Tolson 


WiDENER T 
Harvard University 
Cambridge. Massachusetts 


/ 


ARTHUR SCHLESINGER. JR. 


•A- 


May 19, 1958 


V-v. 




Mr. Boardman_ 

Mr. Belmont- 
Mr. MoJ 
Mr. N« ^. 

Mr. Varans A 
Mr. Rosen.. 



Mr. Trotter_ 

Mr. Clayton_ I 

Tele. Room.. 

Mr. Holloman_ 

m 





Dear Mr'.- Hoover'?./ 

I woulH be grGleeful if your office could 
send me a tiaijscript of your interview 
with Representative Keating on May 18th. 

Sincerely yours, 

Arthur Schlesinger ^ 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation/,. -}ilr/.l d-r-" 
Washington, D.G. ^_ /(^O - 3^^% T 0^ 

fSSS£S!SSl QSCSSSSSS9 tSSSSSBSS^^ 
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Office ' MM^^t dum 


■(3NITEE|||lp?K#;S 


TO 


FEOM 


SUBJECT: 


MR. L. V. BOARDMAN 


i'v 


VERNMENT 




DATB: September 12, 1957 


MR. A. H. 


BELMONT^,. ^ 


A/ 


MRS. FRANKLIN D. RCX)SEVELT 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
CENTRAL RESEARCH MATTER 



Gandy . 


Mrs. Franklin D, Roosevelt spoke over the Moscow radio 9/10/57, 

( according to an article in today’s newspaper, and criticized the policy of the 
United States Department of S^te which prevented her from visiting communist 
China. Mrs. Roosevelt reportedly declared that she believed Americans should 
be allowed to visit commimist China because ’1 think the more we know about 
other parts of the world and the more they know about us, the better it will be. ” 
( The New York Times, 9/12/57, P-“2111/1/1/ _ - 

Mrs. Roosevelt’s appearance and statements on the Moscow radio should 
provide communist propagandists with fresh material for their campmgn demand¬ 
ing recognition of communist China. 

The present activities of Mrs. Roosevelt are particularly interesting in 
view of her posiHian as honorary...chairman of the Americans for Democi^tic Action 
(ADA). Last Spring, Arthur M.^Schleslnger, Jr. , National Vice-Chairman of tte 
ADA, stated that it was the wisdom of people such as Mrs. Roosevelt that had 

I helped the ADA in its formative period to avoid many pitfalls at a Ume when ’’some 
liberals still had the naive notion that they could work with Commimists in terms 
of mutual confidence and trust. ” If Schlesinger and other ADA spokesmen are as 
' sincere as they purpprt to be in their effort to combat commmiism, they should 

» point out that many praple today, including the honorary chairman of the ADA 
itself ap^^ently, still subscribe to the ’’naive notion” that they can "work with 
Communist in terms of mutual trust and confidence. ” (ADA Worl^ May, 1957, 
p..,4M); 

’ ,^ .This coxm^ 'h^.suffi^^ dnough frq^, the ihdivi(^^ and groups who, 

’ df Communist infiltration and 
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actiyities which open the doors "" 
Instead crfiMrsi Roos^e^^^^ moreiTWO fe^ow 

. the better it will i 
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be, ■’ where coiau'Uiubn. is -Mncerned. it is time we emphasized thinking sach as 
tnal of Thomas Jefferson, a'.'o said; 

I ’’THE TIME TO GUARD against corruption and tyranny is before they 
shall have gotten hold of us. It is better to keep the wolf out of the fold 
than to trust to drawing his teeth and talons after he shall have entered. " 

An American Treasury , Peoples Book 
Club, Chicago, 1^49, p. 124. 


RECOMMENDATION: 

For the information of the Director. 
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of books written about him has^alreadv tv^or* aescribe the signUjcance of many 

■passed, all counting-. First the reporters and °-“leas. His elaborate metliod 

• journalists had ,thlir say. “Ln Seven's ^ to 

political associates were' heard from carpfniiv -xr m ^ I® Ihe ideas of Dewey, 

putting their best feetlorl^r’Th® his Non-^ 

political enemies filed their dissenting opinions S Cooiidge and Hoover. Mr. 

And now the his^ ^ * I partidulaply interested In tho 


.1 1957 


And now the his^ 
torians and profes¬ 
sors are submitting 
^their interpretations 
of this century^s 
most celebrated and 
most controversial 
American President. 
They are working at 
precisely the right 
moment —after the' 
vast, collection' of* 
papers, at Hyde 
' Park has been 
opened to their in¬ 
spection but while 
many of Roosevelt’s 
intimates are still 
alive. Prank ‘prei- 
del’s many-volume, 
still uncompleted 



cblesinger Jr. 


l-ixT ideas that prepared the way for tlie 

I New Heal, ^although he does not distinguish 
j sharply between the various lands of id^a? 
that have been called, “liberal—ideas of sociaf 
and political reform, ideas .of government' 
ownership of mines, railroads, water power . 
etc., and ideas of so-called "'democratic co?- I 
lectivism.'' r y ' i 

The 1929 crash and subsequent depression, i 
Mr. Schlesinger believes,' were the direct con- I 
sequence of mismanagement in high places 
during the Nineteen Twenties by politicians y 
bankers and industrialists. Mr, Schlesinger 
severely critical of Hoover, acknowledging his^ 
high-minded idealism but mocking his "in- 
fatuation’' with the balanced budget, his 
intellectual rigidities’" and his inept and 
shortsighted refusal to take more positive 
action to fight ,the depression. Hoover, he 
writes, “decided that wherever he finally due j 
m constituted .thA 


BLiii uncompietea Pi- —— ———c—-> wiitriever ne iinauy dug 

ography is a gdod example of Roosevelt J? constituted the limits of the permissible, 
scholarship. So i&^tTohn MacGregor Burns" . -^^ctnnaire by temperament, he tended to 
“Roosevelt: The^^^n 4^d The Fox."" Even ®very .difference^ in degree a difference 

more ambitio^'^'^^is %The Age of Roosevelt”* in^ind and to transform questions of tactics 


_ „ ooaevelt”* ^^' '^iKd and to transform questions of tactics 

by Arthur^. Schllsinger Jr., a grandiose questions of principles. * * * His was the 
four-volqnfe project of which the first vol- • of a man of high ideals whose intel- I 

ume, “The Crisis of , the Old Order,"’ is pub- “S’cnce froze into inflexibility'and whose dedi- i 
lished today. ' ’ cation was smitten by self-nghteousness."" % 

At the age of 39 Arthur M. Schlesinger Jr. , 2 i ^ 

is firmly estabiishld^as ^ne^T^^r^adm^ of Complex Personality 

_ _. _. _ i. . . \ ... .... 


IS iirmiy estaoiisnea as one oi our leaamg --- 

younger historians and as one of the shining “The Crisis of the Old Order” is a frankly 
lights of the Hazard faculty. His “The Age Democratic interpretation of recent history 
of Jackson” won him a Pulitzer prize twelve it will’ certainly antagonize many Repub- 
1 years ago. His vigorous anti-Communist beans. Rut Its account of the intellectual 
iournalism and hi.e: rnlA a.<j an artivA harlrAv Af and Politinal nlima+A _^ - . 


journalism and his role as an active backer of 
Adlai Stevenson and an occasional speech- 
writer for * him * have given him firsthand 
knowledge of modem .politics. Mr. Schlesinger 
is as industrious in research as -a history pro- 


and political climate of the first third of this 
century is sometimes brilliant,' often entertain¬ 
ing and always informative and educational 
(even m.Its dull stretches). And Mr. Schlesin¬ 
ger s analysis of Roosevelt is thorouerhlv in- 
terestino* Wa _ m 


ill aa inoiuiy piu- O'-- “ UA rvuoseveic IS thorouffhlv in 

fessor ought to be. He writes much more Cresting. He admires his hero but wi'h 
skillfully'than all but a very few professors of realistic recognition of his ^ortcomin'es and of 
history. . the nuzzlinpr rnnft.* 


history. . 

An Era Shaping a Man’s Destiny 


--diiu UI 

'=o"*^radictions of his -character. 
»T o excerpt shows not only what 

Mr. Schlesinger thinks of Roosevelt, but also 

nmir iirall __ . . 


The first half of “The Crisis of the Old how weU hrea„TprLfh?s 
Order” i? devoted to the poiltical, economic, ’ “The public face ^ali 

social and intellectual state of affairs in this been carefully cultivai^t GSn^nd’m'^- 

country m the twentieth century before vard; lUness had madedf ^ ^ 

Roosevelt took office in 1933, with particular, behind the cordiaUtv and 

attention to Hoover’s Administration. The sec- " remained an imnaecihi.”*^ exuberance there 

ond half is a biography of Roosevelt until his reconnoitered but none coSd’^pJZf"'^!* 

inauguration, with particular attention to the relentless hiinvnT.m.°„f P^etrate. The 

ideas, personalities'and circumstances that tSoufthanCmLiT f 

influenced his thought and character. Both to pant sSaLZ enJLehT f" the world. 

parts are massively detailed, filled with quota- fenL against^pitv without «ndd“* ^ 

tions from hundreds of persons, ably organized within. » * ■> Underneath 

and briskly written. But the second part, other man-t2ier ?^l tT 

because it has the narrjitive unity supplied by harder mnrA nmh-f public man, 

its hero’s life, makes much the better reading S pet^ more ™ calculat.rig. 

The first part is a condensed sui-vey of such maPeiofs mo^for^fof'f ’ J 

quantities of disparate material that it is al- interesting * *^* complex, more i 

ways heavy-going and often' tedious. 

'TW’’. -J. • -Phe ensi,, ct 




^he Crisis of 
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Hy JOHN O’PON NELL * 

k Washinjrloii. «K t. 17.—As a nvM tou.-h of pfm-ti \vlt, 
|«r subnut the obstu valion our new Kr««ch 
(Howe Alphand nuule to the members of the National Press 
riiiVi toflav. att.r he had been tosswl to 
pxes aho wante<t ansv.ers to the Suez lUid North African 

■problem.--. H„lemnn of Tmk Npws h«.t sketihed the 

l..l,v of the dirlonuu. The sn.has.ador added th.s eentr.bu. 

' Whvw Alpha ltd stavK'd nts 
a vriy Junior mombL-r 
fin ll't* French Vurritrii he 

;insnltt>«1 h di-tintrnishvtj 5ronior 
ntlvit'O and r<*teivod Vht* in- 
I ion. 

“Yount: man. to bt> 

^^iiipui i« Moi stifficitf'ni 
^♦onr <»!< ■ rss asi»n diplomat 
?)nnst ai'-o bo ^ 

f , rt ,* 

^ b:ot, Ibli tlii'' ivport.er 

^rt ..'rtobiM s ruioilo f Rronoh wtsiW' 

Unatk wben b.o tNi-.s l.t-ginnin^V a 
bionr t.f rciuiru-rial duty aUi'MuN 
klnt*' (it p’uniario jLu'opUoU'^ ami 
Imil ptrij('S. VN o a 

' Kindly and ?»•«.■ nt*ral»’*t> dipiiottai 
itotv' ht'^ v\ 2 i>> ftblo U) si anti up 
'‘iin(ii'*r iho i>‘i»it*.al pi V.i>b* 
vhirl. 

Hi‘ }opiit‘4‘ 

•*\u Viiui'.}.: Ti'n iiiL 'duy \}\y 
^VNo spnplo 1 ulo'- :-U iho'^o Ua^h* 

^iyt:u*n futuiiotis and xon n ,-iil !».e 
tiida* iw boar up iiinlor ilnuu until 
Tioi iaiN’t* my yoar^. 

;.S'^‘♦‘i nn"^ an oppoi i •mily to sit , 
tv. No\iM miss an fppoitunitv’ I 
tin* nn*nV loom/' 

f J. Kdtrar Moovor, wlto Knows moio ftViout Comnni-j 

^ds?^offo;i< tv ovtoihiuv.- This irovurmnont than atiy !iviaj> Am^nfan.j 
IS now tumiloidiv a -..nnwhat ion^in‘-in>cl!oek rnmnninicaiiou fromL 



Wrtffn Seen Ifeiintlitf^ 

Col. r\<v.i.«ijvc!». notiiv^ thill it|haii been mhder.n procij^JI^ 

P FBI and the Survive (o j;:<*neral prot<^rtion in 

dpntial cauipai^n yt ar to the Vt'hlte House (candidates of bo’ 

hidieve tlrat this procedure KhouId be broadened $<>xl 
tect not only ri\<? Indies of tlie (‘tindidates but t liTti iiiuj.iY^^ 
The rtxrnd wdiioff^Col Aivl^bald Roosevelt thinAs'e^FB 
, Hoover sh(»uld pivuort at this from C<>minunist pres^U^ 
of Mvmoiaaiic candidate Adlai Stevenson. And candidaie'’rSjB 
Uoo,so\:clr beitevos. ^laiuU in iinn|icdinte peril from his 
— in pariiculHrr novelist-playritrht '»lohn Hersey. Harvard 
Srhlesint:t'r .ji. and fr.nner Ne\vl:{d)eal Depoly OPA Adm|| 
Ji^hn Keniunh (i*iibr:iith. f' ?.S^ 

‘I he ietier iv HtH>ver observedV , 

“Sinct> Mr. Herbert Hoover ifeft the White House 
: has bet’ortVo UKo t^ and more the culDon for Presidents and ^ 
i tial eainiidaiys to use what uie no\^> known as *>rh6st >yrit§iCT 
; ously, if a Prestdeui has not the 0[ish, nor the ability, 

. thon^bts into )iis own veonls, the *j^hoSt; writer- becomes 
enormous power in the forinationiof the policiesi as WAI®?: 

I'words, of his 'fviX'il*. 

IU>osove!t said ihai after noiir]^ the naines of the AdliS 
sop ehoc^fs ho - ^ 

CHf*' th9 Retard on 'Sfovonton't Scriki^^ 

‘“Went bark to my tile.s on I'oniiniinism and CoivimttnMl 
^ Hon^ -a feu ly evieiisivt* one. tboiu;h, of coiir?;e. not to be fed1| 
: itiih what is available to the KHI and made the rather ^ 
;(tlffCovciy that the irhost w titers of .Mr. Stevens(>n Ivavft 
; aJT'niatmns that soiuKs chills down the spine of any 7\m:erii 
a linowledjfe of the left winjr conspiracy to take over ouY . 

*’To i 2 ?ive you a quick summary of \fr, .SteveiLson’s 
me point ovii vaithouLdi, of course, you ktio\v better tha! 
"records of his ‘ghosts*) the following:: ( 

**.lohn- Hei jvy: Was one of the trustees of the. Tnsdatnte ie 
'Kelaiiona. which was characten7.ed by the Senate dudicii 
I m a.s n \ t*Ido!e for K rcni 1 i n pol ic ies a nd as a nVea 
"■ vfhich espmiuijfe was i, xpedited. • 

^ ’Hersey was vn contact with and consuM.ed with Soyii||j 
:pne of whom is now a hvirh official of Red China. Yi .1 

s '*H>Msev suppoiicd the convicted Reds in Holly\voQd^| 
.iailed for retVsinjc to testify before a jrovernmcnt bh'dy|y‘ 

I eridJy those vvak> wore bu3y infiliratinjif the movil^v 

for the Communist P.lrty. ‘ ' ^ 

’'Hersov pa*ticipfcifod in a closed nieeKins: of an 
Soviet t iovcrnm* nt ii ^ Moscow^, which #is (levoiW 
the job <•( dis<:ussin>:i Mersey\a contribution to MsiteraMi 

Involvtmcinf lit Sfoleii S*crtfs CtorfM 

♦ Hetseys naiue biriired prominently in f»>MlWoti5^JxS 
stolen dtHHiinent.s w hich were taken but Of iSQvernniqii 

I ^photoed by the St»viet ajrenta in the Amerai=iia feica«ln;it<^ 
4.mrt. name was on the copies refen-in^r to \\* 

; before the atomic bombing; of Japan) and other yltal 
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.\mba&tador Atpha^d 
He fat 9^part ^4^9a 


‘•This 


I speeches •unphasirJni: claa>'. <n visi<>ns, rti^ommeh^^^ 
Uhe A»iTeri(‘aiv expefihients i)f, the atfoy 
pof-nis. sound as ihouph they had been ll^ted 
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Olrector, FBI 
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'flfwlLu m vyVJr m — 

I-IwhoeugBeeUthalrttpebetakeiitomake 

received from perUinliig to the taekgroimd 

available to Mr. AiB ai ^ veoa^ -Itndicatea are John Horsey, 

erf his j^^od “ghost writers who |-1 _ 


XrSL’SUSrjr,. »«liohn'K-»-hOjbr;i«b. 


acknovdedged [ 


]letter, pirfntlng ait that 


I have acanowieagoai- 1 —” > ' - 

this was not a BBttter within the purview of oer W^^Uty^^ 

adTtar* »>«*" ^ ^ attentton. 



cc - Mr. WllUam P. Rogers (with copy <rf w^^l^e) 
Deputy Attorney Qeneral ' 


LBN-.hpf ^ f-,/ 

(7) ■■ ^ 

cc - Mr. Eielmont 
. Mr. Jones 
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NEW YORK 21, N. Y. 



October 19 


Dear Mr, Hoover: 



Mr. PftTBons-| 

r. Rosen— 

Ir. Tamm,-. 

Mr. Trotter. 

Mr. Nease..-- 
Mr. Wmterrowd- | 
Tele. Room.- 
Mr.* Holloman- 




I understand that for some time It has be^ 
the custom to assign Secret Service men to protecT 
the person of both the principal Presidential car 
fdidates in presidential election years. 


I believe tnat this’ procedure should be broad- 
1 ened so as to protect not only the'bodies of the can- 
ididates, but their minds as well. 

Since Mr, Herbert Hoover left the White House 
ill 1932 , it has become more and more the custom for 
Presidents and ■ presidentl.al candidates to use what 
are now known as "Ghost Writers". Obviously, if a 
president has not the wish, nor the ability, to put 
his thoughts,into his own words, the "ghost writer" 
becomes someone of enormious power in the formation 
of the policies, as well-as the words, of his "front" 
It is of the utmost importance to the nation that thej^ 
"ghosts" be "above reproacli" like Caesar’s wife when 
it comes to service to and love of our Republic. 

1 had all this Ln mind when, on September 2^t 

I I read an article., in the New York Times which gave a 
purportlist of "ghost writers" for the two rnaiJor 
oresidential candidates. These are listed as fqrllows 

For Mr. Ste^’^enson; John Hersey, Arthu^ 
inger., Jr., John Kenneth Galbraith. 





bles-^' 

A 


For Mr. E.lsenhower; 



Some of the names made an irnpres.sion on me, so 
I went back to my .files on communism and communist 
affiliations — a fairly extensive' one, though, of 
course, not to be comj^ared to what is available to 
thie F.B.I, — and made the rather horrifying discovery 
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that the ghost writers of Mr. Stevenson have a- lis 
of affili8}tions that sends chills down the’spine o 
any American with a knowledge of the left wing con¬ 
spiracy to take over our Republic, 


So far as my files are concerned, the ghost 
writers of President Eisenhower liad no record of 
affiliations with any subversive groups. This, I 
hasten to say, has nothing to do with the fact as 
to whether I approve, or disapprove of Mr. Eisen¬ 
hower's policies as enunciated by those whom the 
New York Times designates as his ’’ghosts". 


To g'ive you a quick summary of Mr. Steven- ■ 
son's ghosts, let me point out (although, of course, 
you know better than I the records of his "ghosts") 
the following: 


Joiui Hersey; Was one of the trustees of 
the Institute of Pacific Relations which 
was characterized by the Senate Judiciary 
Committee as a vehicle for Kremlin nc-licies ■ 
and as a means through which espiotiage was 
expedited, 

Hersey was in contact with and consulted 
with Soviet agents, one of whom is now a. 
high official of Red China, 

Hersey supported the convicted reds In 
Hollywood who were jailed for refusing to 
testify before a government body and gener¬ 
ally aided those who were busy infiltrating 
the movie industry for the Communist Party. 

Hersey participated in a closed meeting of- ' 
an agency of the Soviet government in Mijscou 
which was devoted exclusively to the job of 
discussing Hersey's contribution to "litera- 
t,u:re". This Soviet agency is one which is 


* P-+) 




V 



charged with distribution of literature ’ • • • 

throughout the world for the Kremlin 
■and has been charged with being one of the . - 
chief espionage machines for ^he- Soviets. . 

As of course you know, such employment’ re¬ 
quires that such a person .must be cleared 
by the Soviet N.K.V.D. / ' 

"Hersey’s name figured prominently in "testi¬ 
mony about the stolen documents which were 
taken out of government files to be pp,o,toed' 
by the, Soviet agents in the AMERASIA maga- ,• 
zine offices in 19^5* His name was on the 
copies referring to "A" bombs (this,was ■ 
before the atomic bombing of Japan) and 
other vital data on our war effort.- * (See 
attached docivnentation for the above facts.) 

John Kenneth Galbraith was forced to re¬ 
sign as Deputy OPA Administrator'in 19^3 
asfter being accused before a Co.ngresslon-. 

■al Committee of being ."a radical' theorist"-. ’ ’ 

Arthur Schles'inger. Jr', (following in his ‘ , 

father's footstepsj is well-V;nown for his ' . 
socialistic views and has an extensive left-' 

, wing background. 

I 4 - 

Although r have neither the tihie.nor the facili ¬ 
ties. to make a' thorough examination of all these men, • 

1 have, ho'wever, made a fairly ex'tensive check-up .of ' > 

•Mr. Hersey's public record. I enclose herewith, a'. ' ■ 

documented report that will, I believe,-'make any Amer¬ 
ican who reads it leave Mr, Hersey strictly out of^" 
policy-making involving the welfare'of .our -Republic'; '.A'"", 
This is perhaps why, to 'persons like me,.Mr.'. Steven-.’'^"' , . 
son’s speeches emphasizing class divisions'-', rec’on/mending 
the banning of .the American experiments on the. .Atom 
Bomb,-, and other' such statements, sound as’-lho'ugh they 
had beeh lifted bodily out of the Da.ily Worker., 




NEW YORK 21, N. Y. 
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Mr. Stevenson, by his own actions, as 
illustrated by his being a character witness (by 

( deposition) in court for Alger Hiss, is, at best, 
very naive about the communist menace in the 
United States. As a potential President of our 
Republic, it is vital for all of us — Democrat 
or Republican — that he be advised on this matter 
to the same extent as is the President, 

For this reason, Mr. Hoover. I beg that 
you obtain from Mr, Stevenson a list of his "ghosts” 

I and make available to him the same facilities for 
such studies as are available to the present in¬ 
cumbent of the White House, 

If this requires an executive order, I 
would be glad — and would feel it my duty -- to 
request, the President to give his principal oppon¬ 
ent the necessary information. 


Very truly yours. 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D, C, 
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ART.HnRJSCH LESINGER. 
ISSUE OF ’’THE PROGRE 


• August 5, 
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I Mr. Mohr_ 
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The aboye-captioned review is most critical. Schlesinger s^:^ ^^ ^ 
\l the book ”is a paste-up job, superficial in its history, superficial in its analysis. 

^ I of the appeal of Communism, superficial 6r^ worse in its own basic philosophy. 

^ I This trivM book would hardly have won.suGh;glowing notices if it had not 
signed by the director of the Federal Bureau bf Inves'tigation.J* 

m,. :. . ' Schiesinger says that Mr. Hoover expresses his ’’abhorrence qy . 

Communism in,a banal rhetoric which, with.the obvious changes, might hai**^ 
come straight from i’Pravd^-t* • • ♦ '* He points out‘that the first part of V 
I ’’Masters of Deceit” is a ’fsh^ow and lacklustre accoimt of the origins of'— 
i Communism. ” The middlte section on communist methods and activities he ^ . 

characterizes as "workmanlike,” but disagrees with the last section which h^^_ / 

calls Mr..w^Hoover’s ’’own prescription on how America can stay free. ” He 
asserts that the Director’s picture of the ^communist movement is ’’rigid and 
mechanical'; he sees a. static; ^changeless .intrigue, iffip^erMbus to the storms of , ^ 
history, diabolically committed to afsingle permanent purpose.” 

■ • ?'i' 

; , 'Schiesinger continues'by asserting that Mr. Hoover’s belief is that ' 

the essehti0:\^sue between, commimism and ourselves is belief in God.-fSchlesinger \ 
says this is^a”fairly trite statement in this ^e of piety, ” which is acti^y 
, erroneou's’j^The real issue, Schiesinger says, is/not whether we.believe'in .God 
or riot, butjvhether we believe in freedom under law or not. ^‘’And, where freedom 
guar^tees"the right to believe or disbelieve in God, belief in God by no’jmeans" 

! guar^teesjciyiror intellectual freedoni.” He says Mr. Hoover misunderstands 

1 . the'^^eric^ tradition when the Director asserts that oiir faith in democracy | 

I is rooted, ima belief in a.Supreme Being, as agnostics and atheists have played . 
an impof*itant)role in.American history. ' : 

■ ' -■ ■ .t? ‘H C ^ ^ 

. In conclusion,, Schiesinger attacks the'book as^being anti-intellectual 

’’But the imderlyirig thrust‘Ofiits argument is that Communism is a^ disease 
^ oL^^eists and intellectu^s^,< produclci^by lack of ’4aith’, ^rather than-,by social and 
,^^ranbmic frustration.” Schiesinger adds this'sentence:' ’’Thus Wh*.' Hooyer will 
write (my italic,s),;5!:We need to show bur yourig peopie, particularly thp^^ ep^ff^ ^ 

\ with high inteUe'cts, that-wfe inibur democracy need what they 

■ I He then asks«pfi what basis does/t^^h'e■ad.bf the FBI suppose that^briglit chil^eiT ( 


g i Tn/nw 


^ to stupid ones^^? 
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Jones to Nease memorandum . ' . ^ 

The last sentence of the review reads: 'The Hopver book, by 
reducing everyjjung to :cpps-^dr-robbers terms, has the paradb:acai effect of 
diminishing the very danger it tries sp h^d to evoke.” 


^chlesinger, of course, is well loiowrt to the Bureau as a professor 
of History at I^v^d University. .He is the:author.,of I'Xhe Age of Jackspn, ” 
a 1945 Pulitzer Prize.;Winner. He; has bepn an active natiPnai leader of 
Americans for Democratic, Action. He has.been critical of the FBI in the past 
including FBI use:of informants. (106-r348485) 

A CPpy pf.Schlesmgers review is attached. 
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-,*iows limited knowledge about the 
United: States^ outside the radical 
orbit; th^ the authors, enact TVA in 
1935, call Major George Berry of the 
Pressmen ‘ Jack Berry of^i Ae AFL 
Printers," and write grote^uely ex- 
agg^ted sentence like: “For sev-' 
eral years 'guerrilla warfare tore iip - 
some of the American campuses.” 
They describe the student movement 
of the thirties as “a training ground 
for liberals, intellectuals, and trader; 
union leaders-^in short, for part of„a 
new American elite, the articulate 
spokesmen and representative figures 
of postwar society”—a ..ridiculous 
statement when so few people who! 
engaged in that student movement 
have, ever been heard of since. ^They 
exhibit an ocdisional sentimental 
preference of a ne<>Trotskyite, sort for 
romantic revolutionaLries.wiAbut:eyer| 
making a serious argumentvtl^tt^^ 
people had conuctwith reality;" at th^e; 


l|— 

Two on Communists 

' The'American Communist* Party: 

A rCRmcAL Hi^ry (191^1957), by 
Irvinge'Howe-and'Lewis Coser. Bea¬ 
con 6:«s. *593 pajges. $6.75.';, 

' . ' Masters of Deceit: Tm Story of 
, Communism in Ameiu;^ iwo How to 
, .'FicotUt,' by'J.’tEdgar'.Hooyer. ;'Holt. 

374.ppl; $5. 

.. by , ,-, ' 

CArthyr.:Schl.esingerJ Jr.,;, 

T here, seems to be something about 
, most 

t alwut'it.d^ its own^dreary 
- l^efif^.For/onerthing,: CkMmnunist lit- 
’ : ^ti^ mdently:; exerts * a; hypnotic 
‘^effectVeyen’ on; its critics, f casing ^ 
i • stylistic i contagion '.i lio :^matter how- 
i:,anti^mmumstVthe.‘ s the _ _ 

^.imter^o The prose rhyt^^ /same time, they cover then^lves by.; 

* .;,Hpwe2aiid iCpser,.'reproduce' all too sporadic retreats into heavy ;Mar^t ! 
?impki»bly.'^e:\^trad-'<h . 1 ****'*^5^^* *spij.^(on '^the; r 

•iaisoh''of‘‘the''S^linists'wh6za they-so ■ IWW-: 5 r.niDst.,o£'its talk .alMut;sabp-';j 

•* - ‘ ' tage w^Just ;%-;^talk”).r//*^"rVV 

And the book is,"not 'Helped * Hy I 
a po^ntous theoretic; yocabul^i; J 
Thus onlbebs:'lie/'sens^^^^^^ 
uses of ^ lonely anger and embodied^ 1 
in hinwlf the ne^ men have Tbr^a 
to bear the .a^m^ .of 
which .the authors ap^; 
pearrto mean; that Debs' oratcwy,,re-; 
lieved the pent-up\feelings of some.inf 
his audience. ^Indeed,, it is often lutidi 
to detect in these pretentious"pagd. 
the Irving Howe of that'admirable^' 
book Po/itic 5 and the Novel, A con-/ 
eluding essay, “Toward a ThTOry bf 
Stalinism,” is stimulating but terribly^ 
unfinished.; It sug^tivel Rights. * 
about Stalinism, blit;the theo^ l^tde-;- 
rived far too muc^/finom the Amerioin", 
exp^race and explaim’s^^^cUtti^ 
about ^ Stalinism/ in, France?or/imly, f 1 
not ^ tb ^ mentioh/abbut .-Stalinism 
Asia. - V 


!{*/ profoimdly/detotj'and J. Ed^ Hoov-1 
' / er"^t»pres5es;‘his/^ .Com-/. 

I m^ism/in; a /b& /which, i 

‘WthV/the obyiom^ have | 

comefs^^t^from (thus/the 


; two;worl«.are.on me saxne.level. 

; Howe^Coser /booki'/is^.incbmp^bly 
'.;!supenpr/^ Tpr/^^l/its 'defects, it is 
j':: cleanly ;therb^t/bne^olume7h^ of 

i\ Ae/Amerij^ to)mmu 
i / is weli^res^rched; shrewd,': acute; :ahd 
[knowing.'^/The ^apters ^bn “The In; 
![:: .tell(Mtu^,Tiun:Left”/ah^ 
fi/i;uiairiTibnt”::^OT There are 

I// goodPthings w they^y. 

[^^U/Qn ^Ae/oAer: hand;. ,t^^ alw 

[! /inainr^^^^^^ of gratuitous atti- 

ij/^udes/on thet’p^ of its authors, ilt is 
/Xpatrpmzing, / know-it-all,',,and filled, 
I with mfinite wisdom after the event; 

{one i'almost:; sees / Howe ^ wd. Co^. as 
i schdol^ters^.^^^ students 

|/ in thb^m of revolution—Ruthenbeig, 

[ j ;B/plm;;Foster, ATof.spirit and'C for 
! , execution;Browder/ C^ minus,, and 
///so'on,^/'" 


j/l/^Forl^all its dbfl^ of* tone; it 

l, » ^ / 4 ' • ‘ Vf ’ » 4 








Mr. J. Edgar Hoover's book Has [ 
one advantage overt the Howe-Coser 
work: it, treats the phenomena /.of ‘; 

Communist; espionageand //.uiulieri 
ground activity; >‘\Ve have dio^ nbt/ 
to deal with these mattm,”:Hbwe and/ 

Com \ *b^l^ tl^ -Ills uroaa piciui 

“nimportant;^:^^ j ilthe 'c»nmct , .with-ConmiJ^ 

treatmenr by otherc^tta^ut i^particular 

cause we.have had to subimt ourselves^ ' j ‘ ^ ^ a. .. i 

August,:'1958 ENclosOT 


;he usual liiniuitions of space, time,- 
_,ifter«t; and competen'ce.’’5\viule they 
are correct in arguing that'. Commu'^.' 
nism is not jmt.A conspiracy,' the fact 
, remains', that conspiracy is the .f>sycho- 
logical essen'ce of Communism, and 
that the sadism, and masochism' im- 
plicit in conspiracy are often basic 
-sources of'-,the -Conununist' appeal. 
Conspiracy; - in -short," is-',ah, organic 
part of the Communist'story; and, in 
confining themselves' to” its^' inilder 
' manifestations, Howe and .Coser make 
their work not only, factually blit psy¬ 
chologically incomplete. - •, - 

Xl^ is the only advantage Hoover’s 
Masters’ of Deceit enjoys over The 
American, Communist ./farty. -.For the 
rest,' it ''is a paste-up, job: .’rsup^Al 
in its history, superfdal inltsranal^s 
j .of'the appeal of Communismrsupft- 
l^ficial or worse in its own b^ic,phil(»- 
'’pphy.iiThis trivid book 'Would" hardly, 
have won such'glowing , notion fif it’ 
had not-been signed by'Ae director of ■ 
'the'Federal Bureau of .Investigation. 
‘,'The first part of Ae book is a shal-’ 
[Vlqw apd ^cklustte,a<xount,;pf. the 
yOTgim/ pf Caaimuni^l-1%(^ follows - 
' a:.workmanlike-vmiddle^sedion ..on, 

. .Gpmmuhist-; meAbds' 'and*, activities. 
-HpovCT cbncludn;,jvith, his ’6wn.')pre- 
senption < on .‘how 'America ■ can-^stay 
free. If Howe and Coser err by ignor-; 
ing-the/cpnspjiratoi^ aspects of Com:;' 

. munism,, Mr; Hoovct can-^siee'-riothiiig" 
.'-qJ.S€. ’ His--'.picture; of the^C ommimi. .^ 
movement, is: n^d/tmdtmdluinical; 
he 'sees’.; a .1 static,', cluingeless.rihtri^e, 

. impervious V to the storm lof jhistory,' 1 
diabolically committed'tb a'M^fe.per-,'^ 
manent; purpose. :.'Sometimes?his'.pwn ?' 
data contradirt hisitheo^'ipTiusshe ^ 
.' can write: •T’he Cbnmunist’ ^Hal vin 
* our counhyf- realizes^ that’'tus<suppon-'' 
en often form^a • mptley^ccolk^on; ' 

va^i^ gready! in vloyaIty:'a'soine5 
f^ticalJy. Ipyal; ’Ptherarwjifi'^-t 

; f”, - . 

trahblers,’,''neetUng^ebnstanK 

igement, whneas. some' areSjmt'^vic- 
‘ ims unwittingly, caugjit “intthe'^I^arty, 

< let.” ;This sound'imgbtthug^t.have j 
..provided the basis for ai'yaluable.'anal- 
■’ ysis; but Mr. Hoover does not permit' ■ 
'.it;for, a monirat to disturb.his funda- 
n^t^ vision pf the CommuniM mbve-:,I 
;'mmt. as: a phalahic'of ’di.iyi plifi^ and^^' 
reliable ;traitm. -' 

•’ '. Given Mr:‘Hoover’s au^btityTmd J'* 
respombility, %is broad picture^jOf i 





the essential issue between > . om- 
raunists and ourselves is be v^od. 

This is a fairly trite statement in this 
age of piety, biit it surely ’ deserves a 
little more examination than it has 
had. For one thing, it is evidently 
factually erroneous. Many anti-Com- 
munists do not believe in God at all; 
many more do not believe in Mr, 
Hoover's Presbyterian God. And 
many supporters of Communism, il¬ 
logical as it may seem, do believe in 
a supernatural order, not onlyjn such 
Catholic countries as Italy and France 
but throughout Asia. • . , 


1 Surely the issue between ourselves 
and the Communists is not whether 
we believe in God or not, but whether 
we believe in freedom under law or 
hot. And, where freedom guarantees 
the right to believe or disbelieve in 
God, belief in God by no liieans guar¬ 
antees civil or intellectual freedom. 
Many God-fearing nations have been 
authoritarian in their government. 
Since this is so, it is surely freedom 
itself and not “compulsory godliness** 
(in Justice Jackson's excellent phrase) 
for which we are fighting. Hoover 
misunderstands the American tradi¬ 
tion when he writes, “The very essence 
of our faith in democracy and our 
fellow man is rooted in a belief in a 
Supreme Being.*’ The Constitution 
of the United States is a notably sec¬ 
ular document and has resisted the 
sporadic efforts of pious citizens to 
amend it by inserting the word 
“God**; Theodore Roosevelt, probably 
as good an American as Mr. Hoover, 
even wanted to remove the phrase 
“In God We Trust” from our coins. 
What Mr. Hoover appears to forget is 
what Justice Jackson wisely reminded 
us—“The day that this country ceases 
to be free for irreligion it will cease 
to be free for religion.*’ Those who 
try to make agnostics and atheists into 
some sort of third-class citizens are 
not only falsifying the American tra¬ 
dition of liberty; they are performing 
a great disservice to genuine religion. 

Masters' of Deceit has some useful 
language about protecting the rights 
of individuals and fighting Commu- 
, nism by improving our democratic 
institutions. But the underlying 
thrust of its argument is that Commu¬ 
nism is a disease of atheists and in- 
tellectii^s, produced by lack of 


“faith” rather uian b^socia ^ eco¬ 
nomic frustration. Thus Mi. HJoover 
will .write (my italics), “We need to 
show our young people, parluulni ly 
those endoioed with high inlelle(ls, 
that we in our democracy need what 
they have to offer.” On what basis 
does’ the head of the FBI suppose that 
bright children are more vulnerable 
to Communism than stupid ones? Cer¬ 
tainly the study of American prison- 
ers-ol-war who succumbed to Commu¬ 
nist brainwashing in. Korea does not 
substantiate this generalization. 

The Howe-Coser book, by present¬ 
ing Communism as an enormously 
supple, powerful, and fluid phenom¬ 
enon, a movement as well as a con¬ 
spiracy, gives us some sense of the 
dimensions of the Communist threat. 
The Hoover book, by reciucing every¬ 
thing to cops-and-robbers terms, has ' 
the paradoxical effect oP diminishing 
the very danger it tries so hard to ' 
evoke. . f 




August 28, ldS8 



Dear|_ 

X have received the copy of your letter dated 
August 22 \dilch you directed to Professor Arthur M. 
$chlesinger, Jr. Thank you very much for making it 


available to me. 
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Tolson - — — 

Joardmon _ 

Jelmont ...._ 

Aohr ___ 

4ease __ 

^arsons _ 

losen __ 

Tamm __ 

Trotter _ 

vlayton^ ^ ^ 

?andy _ l 

G. Sullivan 


Sincerely yours, 

mgas Hooves- 
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NOTE: Files reflect limited correspondence with i h ©n d^l9/58 

he was thanked for his congratulations on ” Masters of Dec^t. 

O 

CO 

Schlesinger’s review of ” Masters of Deceit” was most 
critical and he asserted that the Director believed that the essential issue 
between communism and ourselves is belief in God. Schlesinger stated, 

"This is a-fairly trite statement in this age of piety." I V etter lI 

to Schlesinger is generally favorable to the book, h owever, it is not felt; 
any cpmm^t regarding his statements is in order. I I sets- out his, 
analysis of- the''core of the American philosophy as esqpressed in the;peclaratio 
of In^pendence and criticized Schlesinger for missing the significance of 
this, philosophy. . . 
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August 22, 


■ • 

Professor Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr. 
Harvard University 
Cambridge 1, Massachusetts 

Dear Professor Schlesinger: 


1958 

■ 


Mr. __ 

Mr, 

Mr. MfSn^ 

Mr. Neai 
Mr. Parsoi 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Tamm 

Mr. Trotter_ 

Mr. W.C.Sulliva 
Tele. Roora__ 

Mr. Holloman^ 

.Cl_ ti w, 




Of the two books reviewed by you in the August issue of "The Progressive", 
the Howe-Coser book is undoubtedly the more valuable to the student of 
Communism in the U.S.A. On the other hand, Mr. Hoover's book should 


be welcomed, not maligned, by anti-Communists like, yourself if only, for its . 

impact on the American public. 'Precisely because it was authored by the 
Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation it escaped the critical infanti¬ 
cide so often reserved for books of this nature and now is being widely read. 

That, I believe, was Mr. Hoover's objective. 


I was interested, too, in your comments about Mr. Hoover's "static" attitude 
toward Communism. Mr. Hoover is dealing with the objectives of the Com¬ 
munist Party itself - not with members who for their own reasons have joined 
its ideological fringes, nor with its non-Communist supporters. Mr. Hoover's 
attitude appears "static" because these Communist Party objectives remain 
static - abolition df, private property. One thing which can be said in 
Mr. Hoover's favor - he has been proved right while so many of our leading 
pundits have l^een proved abysmally mistaken. 

Which brings up a point in which you yourself are grievously in error - namely, 
the primary'-pl'ace Q.&faith in God in the current conflict. It, is perfectly true 
that many "God-fearing nations have been authoritarian in their\government. " 

The reason for this -Kas been the interposition of the state alone or in combination 
with the church between the individual and his Master. The core'of the American 
philosophy as expressed.in the Declaration,of.Independence is: 

(A) Man owes his primairy allegiance to his Creator.. It is a direct and individual 
relationship. God's moral laws apply directly to the individual and,are not passed 





b7C 



(C) The function of government, which is a man-made thing, is to preserve 
and protect these rights, - to keep some men from usurping the rights of 
others. . ' 

These are the core of traditional American political philosophy. The Con¬ 
stitution of the United States simply erects a legal structure to give these 
ideas tangible'form and force. With so many matters vying for their time, 
it is hot surprising for the average citizen to miss the significance of the 
^ Declaration. It is most surprising for you, a historian, to do so. 

- , - . 5 - - Sincerely yours, ' * 




J. Edgar Hoover 
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WiDENER T 

Harvard University 
Cambridge. Massachusetts 
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ARTHUR SCHLE5INGER. JRs UNlVCROlTY 4-9710 


September 6, 19^ 


Deer 


Thank you for your interesting letter, I re¬ 
gret that 1 must differ with you concerning 
your interpretation of the Constitution* If 
the Founding Fathers had intended it to in¬ 
corporate the ideas you attribute to it* 1 
am sure they would have taken the trouble 
to put them in. 


Sincerely yours, 








; (Rev 1-3-91) 
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D^ar Jim: f 

’ I am enclosing herewith summaries on 
Arthur 4eier Schlesinger, Jr., and J^es Barrett 
Reston, which I thought might be of interest to 

you. 

Sincerely, 




Enclosures (2) 

Honorable James C. Hagerty 
Press Secretary 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 
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BT GGNBIER SERVICE 


diriah . 
lont'_ 


Honorable C. Hagerty 

Frees Secretary 
The lifeite House 
Washington, D, C, 

My dear Mr*. Hagerty;> 

' V' ; . • r • ; 

Apropos of our con sat Ion on Maroii 6, 1959, 

. the enclosed memoranda of da available In Cur 
files concerning Arthur fteie: Bhleslnger, Jr., 
and James Barrett Heston are^ nhished t©_yod 
for your information. 


Enoiosures (2) 
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incerely yours, 


NOTE: Cover memo Scatterday to Belmont 3/10/59 re. 
. SCHLESINGER, JR. AND RESTON by JWB/JDMtrnn/ 
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Pursuant to Director's request July 5, 1960, Bureau 
files have been reviev/ed for infomation regarding Arthur 
Bleier Sc hlesinger. Ji; » Schlesinger, Jr., born October itT* 191^ 

5f Colaiab!1^7"01iro7 i^ceived AB degree at Harvard University 
and also attended Cambridge College in England. Investigated 
under European Recovery Program in 1948. No one interviev/ed 
indicated him to be communist or communist sympathizer. 

Described as anticommunist liberal and leader for freedom of 
expression. He is oppo sed to inves tiga tions and witch hunts . 

One person described him as being "liberal tnroognout Roosevelt 
era and like so many other liberals was pro-Soviet.," . His 
father, bciilesi^er. Sr. T^as BiemPer or affliliatedjIllL 
numerous Commun ist Party fronfsT °^orris^rnst said father was not 
c^mOTTsT^’^t activities in defending civil rights involved him 
in CP front groups. Schlesin ger, Jr. admitted to Mr. Nichols 
that M.s_jE 3ther had b£r onged~^b~^^^filia ted with__numerous°^ ., 
fronts^ Schlesinge r. Jr. questioned FBI's efficienc y a ncT inferr ed 
'^itical ^nolnt^iectural rfeed^^nLiitimidatedl by IWT Me was 
set~~straight by Director' s letterT~57S0. Ac_£r^ in °lmericans foi 
Democratic Action (ADAI. Wrote speeches for iSilai Stevenson. IW- 
SS i 95 h”poTlTica] Mbs v/ritings antirniTiiminTst 

-aHd^have been attacked by corimiunist press many times. Regards 
Mrs. Roosevelt as one who has ■wisdom who had helped thd ADA 
in its tormative period to avoid pitfalls at a time when "some 
erais still nad the naive notion that they could work with 
communists in terns of mutual confidence and trust." In .4ugust, 

19 5o,^-Schl esinger v/rote a critical revi ev/ of "Masters of ueceit^ 
i^icb P'app e^red Til an issue or "me Progre ssiv e." "Washingt^ShTFoSty"^ 


consulted frequently by Senator jonn Eenneay., 
both" h^e decJrtnea to head any tienneay speech advisory staff. 
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, For DirectoV's i^fcnfmation. 

'.^vY:el 1 - Mr. Parsons 

///Ji 1 - Mr. Belmont 

1_-Jir. DeLoach 
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Memorandum Scatterday to Belmont 
Re: ARTHUR MEIER SCHEESINGER, JR. 
OTORH'iATION CONCERNING 


DETAILS 

Pursuant to the Director's request of July 5, 1960, 
there follows a sununary.of information in Bureau files 
concerning Arthur MeieHSchlesinger ^ Jr ., a Harvard diversity 
professor. -- - ^ 

Schlesinger was born^Octqber 1^, 1917.,__at.^C_qluinbus. 

Ohio, and received his AB degree from Harvard College in 1938. 

“He arso attended Cambridge College in Cambridge, E ngl and, 

1938-1939. Schlesinger served with the Office of Wannfonna;tioh'„ 
during 1942-1943 and with the Office of Strategic Services. 

Schlesinger was investigated by the Bureau under the 
I European Recovery Program in 1948. No one interviewed alleged 
I that he is or was a communist or a communist sympathizer. He 
> v/as described by most as a violently anticommunist liberal. 

Morris Ernst gave him an unqualified recommendation. One 
individual said he was a "liberal throughout the Roosevelt era 
and like so many other liberals was pro-Soviet." This statement, 
an isolated one, is the only information that we have indicating 
any pro-Soviet feeling on the part of Schlesinger, Jr. Since 
World War II he has become increasingly aware of communist tactics 
and strategy^ including front organizations and has actively 
written against all sides of them. All persons interviewed 
believed him to be entirely loyal to the United States. He v/as 
described as a New Deal liberal; extremely learned; a leader 
for freedom of expression;’ anticonimunist and opposed to "invest¬ 
igations and witch hunts." 

Professor Arthur M. Schlesinger, Sr.^,/^lso a Harvard 
professor, has belonged to many organizations declared subversive 
by the Attorney General. Some information in our files can be 
definitely imputed to Schlesinger, Sr.; much of it because ^ 
identifying data is lacking cannot: be imputed to either Junior 
or Senior Schlesinger. It is noted also that some information 






Memorandum Scatterday to Belmont 
Re: ARTHUR l^ffilER SCHLESINGER, JR. 
IPflFORMATIGN CONCERNING 


received from other Government agencies and infomation 
contained in Senate Committee reports is incorrectly attributed 
to Sclilesinger, Jr, for we have infomation in our files which 
shows that the activities are definitely attributed tO/ 

Schlesinger, Sr. Morris Ernst said Schlesinger. Sr.^is not a 
communist but that his activities in defending "civil rights" 
involved him in several communist front groups. In July^ 1948, 

W. Averell Harriman, fomerly with the Economic Cooperation 
Administration wanted Schlesinger, Jr., to assist him in Paris. 
Infomation was brought to the Bureau’s attention that Schlesinger, 
Jr., could not be cleared to go over seas and it was indicated 
that possibly this v/as brought about by a mix-up in the identity 
between Junior and Senior Schlesinger. At this time Schlesinger, 

Jr., came to the Bureau and talked v/ith Mr. Nichols in detail, 
pointing out his anticommunist feelings as indicated by his writings. 
He denied any affiliation with communist groups but admitted that 
his father had belonged to and supported various communist fronts. 

He admitted that he had in a speech given in Boston during May, 

1947, taken off on the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
for their "unwarranted interference in our democratic way of life." 


Schlesinger, Jr., has on more than one occasion 
criticized FBI use of inforaants, questioned the FBI's efficiency, 
stating that a great deal of comniunist espionage went on in 
Washington in the 1930's under the nose of the FBI without being 
uncovered. He inferred that political and intellectual freedoms 
are intimidated by the FBI. Schlesinger, in a letter dated 
March IS, 1950, from the Director, was told that his attack was 
manifestly unfair and pointed out why. 


Schlesinger has on various occasions denounced the 
House Un-American Activities Committee. He has for many years 
been active in the Americans for Democratic Action; was a speech 
writer for Adlai Stevenson during his campaign for the presidency; 
has been an ardent speaker for civil liberties; has defended the 
rights of communists to follow their political philosophies as 
long as they keep within the rules of the law. On the other hand, 
our files contain many references indicating Schlesinger's 
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anticommunist feelings and show that he has been attacked 
innumerable times by the communist press for his attacks on 
coiiffiiunists in his various v/ritings. For example, Schlesinger 
attended an Inter-American Conference for Democracy and 
Liberty in Havana, Cuba, during May, 1950, as one of several 
United States delegates. The conference adopted a declaration 
repudiating communism and criticized specifically certain 
communists and attacked Latin American dictatorships. The 
"Daily Worker" seventy criticized Schlesinger for his book 
"The Vital Center," This book dealt with the future of 
the I.nondommunist Left and the necessity for divorcing itself 
from communist influence. 

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, in speaking over the 
F'loscow radio September 10, 1957, criticized the policy of the 
United States Department of State which prevented her from 
visiting communist China. At that time Mrs. Roosevelt was 
honorary chairman of the Americans for Democratic Action (ADA). 
Schlesinger, Jr., National Vice-Chairman of the ADA during 
the same period, stated that it was the v/isdom of people such 
as Mrs. Roosevelt that had helped the ADA in its formative, 
period to avoid many pitfalls at a time when "some liberals 
still had the naive notion that they could work with communists 
in terms of mutual confidence and trust." 

The August, 1958, issue of "The Progressive" contained 
a critical review of "Masters of Deceit" by Schlesinger, Jr. 

Ke said the book "is apaiste-up job, superficial in its history, 
superficial in its analysis of the appeal of communism, 
superficial or worse in its own basic philosophy. This trivial 
book would hardly have won such notice if it had not been 
signed by the Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation." 
(100-348485-2427) 

In December 26, 1959, issue of the'"Vashington Post' 
and 'Times Herald" there was contained an article entitled 
"Kennedy Building Own 'Braintrust' of University, Industrial 
Leaders." This article mentioned that Professor John Kenneth 
Galbraith and Arthur Pieier Schlesinger, Jr., both of Harvard 
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University, are tv/o among others whom Kennedy (Senator 
J. F. Kennedy) consulted^^frequently. According to this 
article both have declined so far to head up any Kennedy 
speech advisory staff. This article continued that both 
Galbraith and Schlesinger, Jr. were Stevenson writers in 
1952 and 1956. 
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Tolson 

DeL! 

McGiTife^^ 

Mohr _ 

Parsons_ 


These Days • . 

The Unobjective Historian 


THE assumption must be 
that an historian is objective. 
His task is to discover the 

facts of a- man’s existence 

upon this 
earth to col¬ 
late and cor 


testimony of the living 'and 
only deals with documenta¬ 
tion. 



Sokolsky 


relate them, to 
record them, 
and some¬ 
times, as 
Toynbee has 
tried, to make 
them into a 
system. When 
a n . historian 

thur iSchlesinger Jr. did that 
u he is '"Engagea m"li private 
I crusade to exterminate this 
particular myth that Herbert 
I Hoover offered cooperation 
I to Roosevelt in the weeks be- 
I tween the election and in- 
I auguration in 1932-33 ” he, 
I Schlesinger, ceases' to be an' 
I historian and becomes a prop- 
l^agandist. 

Four men were engaged in 
the conversations concerning 
the, cooperation under dis¬ 
cussion. They were President 
Herbert Hoover, President¬ 
elect Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
Ogden Mills and Raymond 
Moley. Of these four men, 
Herbert Hoover and Ray¬ 
mond Moley are alive. Con¬ 
cerning these events Hoover 
and Moley have written. 

Schlesinger, at the time of 
I these events, was 15 years 
old; he was not an intimate 
I of these men and therefore 
|can only know what tran- 
|spired from 'a selected docu- 
<mentation of the case. 

A journalist would inter¬ 
view Herbert Hoover and 
Raymond Moley, the two sur¬ 
vivors of the conference; per¬ 
haps an historian rejects the 


i ON FEBRUARY 17, 1933, 
Herbert Hoover wrote a long- 
hand letter to Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, which read: 

''A most critical situation 
has arisen in the country of 
. which I feel it is my duty to 
advise you confidentially. I 
am therefore taking this 
course of writing you my¬ 
self and sending it to you 
through the Secret Service 
for your hand direct as ob- 
viously its misplacement 
would only feed the fire and 
increase the dangers.’* 
Further, he wrote: 

. I do not refer to ac¬ 
tion on all the causes of 
alarm, but it would steady 
the country greatly if there 
could be prompt assurance 
that there will be n^ tarn- 
pering or inflation of the cur¬ 
rency; that the budget will 
be unquestionably balanced 
even if further taxation is 
necessary; that the Govern¬ 
ment credit will be main¬ 
tained by refusal to exhaust 
it in the issue of securi¬ 
ties ... 

“I am taking the liberty of 
addressing you because both 
in my anxiety over the situa¬ 
tion and my confidence from 
four years of experience that 
such tides as are now run¬ 
ning can be moderated and 
the processes of regenera¬ 
tion which are also always 
running can be released . . ’* 

' Senator Carter Glass of 
Virginia, agreeing with 
Hoover, refused to become 
Roosevelt’s Secretary of the 
[Treasury, because of similar 
fears, Raymond Moley was 


By George E. Sokolsky 

/I 

at that time closest to Roose¬ 
velt. He had been the leading 
person of the so-called Brain 
Trust. In his book, “After 
Seven Years,’’ Moley deals 
fully with this situation. He 

accompanied Roosevelt to 
the White House for the con- 
with Hoover and 

Mills, 

I REFER to this one in¬ 
stance because it is so fully 
documented and two wit¬ 
nesses are alive to give testi¬ 
mony. There was another 
conference on Jan. 20, 1933 , 
at which Hoover, Roosevelt’ 
Secretary of State Henry 
Stimson, Secretary of the 
Treasury Ogden Mills, Am¬ 
bassador Norman Davis and 
Raymond Moley were pres¬ 
ent, In fact, a joint state¬ 
ment was issued at the time. 

in the curious document 
from which I quote, the his¬ 
torian Arthur Schlesinger 
Jr. says: 

‘‘What kind of cooperation 
was this? Cooperation from a 
defeated President ought to 
consist of an effort to help 
the President-elect put his 
program into effect. Hoover’s 
I tenders of cooperation con¬ 
sisted instead of demands 
that Roosevelt repudiate the 
program on which he had ' 
been elected and accep 
^Hoover’s . . . 

I wonder if, in his busy 
jlife, the historian has had 
I time to look at the Roose- 
[ velt program of 1932. It had 
jto do with beer and economy 
Mn Government expenditures. 

It was nothing like the Roose- 
Velt program of 1936 and 
1940. It is the second New 
Deal Schlesinger is thinking 
about. 
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The New York Times _ 
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The Wall Street Journal _ 

Date_ 
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UNITED STATES GOVERP 




TO 


FROM 


subject: 


Mr* DeLodch 


date: 


11-14-& 


ARTHUR MEIER SCHLESINGER, JR. 



The purpose of this memo is to set forth pertinent available data from 
Bufiles concerning captioned individual,‘.a Professor of History at Harvard, who.' 
probably serve as an advisor to Presiderit-elect Kennedy. 

ipt ‘I ' 

biographical DATA: 




Coluafe!0,jate received his A.B. degree 
"(summa cumTaude) at Harvard in 1938. He attended Cambridge University in England, 
1939-42. He was employed by the Office of War Information, 1942-43, and was asso¬ 
ciated with the Office of Strategic Service^ 1943-45. He served in the U. S. Army in 
1945. He w^ Associate Professor of History at Harvard, 1946-54, and has been 
Professor/mstory at that institution since 1954. He is a prolific writer on matters of 
a political and historical nature and his book, ’’The Age of Jackson,” won Pulitzer 
Prize for History in 1945. He served as Political advisor and speech writer to Adlai 
Stevenson during the Presidential campaighs of 1952 and 1956. He is married and has 
four ctuldren. It is noted there are over 400 references concerning Schlesinger antf ), 
the following represents ‘a concise summary of the high lights concerning him. / /\ 


10 





INFORMATDN IN BUFILES: 




II 


Since 1954, ScWesii^er has been on the Bureau’s ’’Not To Contact* list 
because he has”written voluminously in opposition to the Loyalty Program and has been 
most outspoken and demonstrative with reference to his contempt for the Bureau.” In 
an article entitled’’The U.S. Communist P^ty” appearing in the 7-29-46 issue of’’Life” 
magazine, Schlesinger noted: ’’While the espionage threat cannot be shrugged off, it can¬ 
not be solved by witch hunts or un-American committees.” The ’’Daily Worker” attated 
Schlesinger for this article. In May, 1947, Schlesinger spoke at a dinner in Boston and 
denounced the House Committee on Un-American Activities and referred to the FBI’s 
’’unwarranted interference in our Democratic way of life.” On this occasion, he is 
alleged to have stated privately that the Director ’’represents more destructive force in 
public life today than any Fascist who might be named, including Rankin.” Concerning 
this alleged statement, Schlesinger was interviewed by former Assistant to the Director 
L.B. Nichols in July, 1948, and denied making such a statement and added that he had 
confidence in the FBI. 



- Mr. Mohr 
Tr. Parsons 
[r. Belmont 

-0 

Mr} Jones, (RoomU236) 


100-3 




K 


(continued next page 
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« Jones to PeLoach.Memorandum 
Re: Arthur Meier Schlesinger^ Jr, 

. in May, 1948, Schlesinger was one of 46 members of the Harvard 

faculty urging defeat of the Mundt-Nixon Anti-Communist Bill on the grounds that while 
the bill appeared .aimed ^ restricting ,the activities of communists, ”its vague and loose 
phraseology would threaten the expression of liberal and prc^ressive thought.” In July, 
1948, we investigated.Schlesinger in connection with the.European Recovery Program. 

I this investigation disclosed no allegations that Schlesinger was a communist or a 
I .S 3 rmpathizer at that. time. He was described as a violently anticommunist liberal and 
a .”New Deal” liberal who stood for freedom of expression and who was opposed to 


.’’investigations and witch hunts.” 

. Bufile s reflect that 

I a Professor of History at Harvan 
1 organizations during; the 194d*s. 

Schlesinger*s fathpr,. Schlesinger, Sr., who was also 
i. wa.<? affiliated with a. number of communist front 


the late Dr, Walter 


Cannon, former Dean of Harvard Medical School, was a member of numerous commu- 

I nist front organizations. Schlesinger has „been active in the Americans for Democratic 
Action (ADA) for a.number of years and in,1958,was on the Executive Committee of ADA 
He was ^so a national, officer of the American Civil liberties Union in 1950, The 

« 3-5-50 issue of the-”New York Post” carried an a;rticle by Schlesinger which was criti¬ 
cal of the FBI. He questioned the efficiency of the Bureau stating, ’’Certainly we know 
now that a great deal of communist espionage went on in Washington in the 19 30* s under 

I the nose of the FBI,” He also commented: ’’When the FBI gets to believing that all its 
critics are Soviet agents, then its usefulness in serving a democracy is over, ” He 
inferred that political and intellectual freedonas are intimidated by the FBI, He was 
I set straight by former Assistant to the Director Nichols in a letter dated 3-15-50. 


The 8-1-50: issue of ”Lool^* magazine, carried an article by Schlesinger 
entitled **What Made Them Turn Red?” which was anticommunist in nature. The article 
included public statements by the Director concerning Communist Party membership 
strength. On this occasion the Director noted Concerning Schlesingerr ’’This fellow is a 
stinker and it is outrageous I^k magazine inciuded.our chart in Schlesinger*s article,” 


H The August,. 1958, issue of ”The Progressive” carried aacritical review 

, by Schlesii^er pt’’Masters of Deceil?’ in which he called it”a paste-up job, superficial 
in its history, superficial in its analysis of the appeal of communism, superficial or 
worse in its own basic philosophy. This trivial book would hardly have won such glowing 
II notices if it had not been signed by the Director of the FBI. ” Schlesinger termed the 

( Director’s theory that.belief in.God is the essential issue between communism and free¬ 
dom, as a.”fairly trite statement in this age of piety.’J He said the Director misunder¬ 
stood the American tradition in asserting that our faith in democracy is rooted in a belief 
in a:_Supreme Being, since agnostics and atheists have played an important role in 
American history. (100-348485) 

RECOMMENDATION: 

For the Director* s information. 







Your leUer of March 19th has been received and 
I want to express my a^reciation for your warm comments - 
regarding the aChieyemente of the FBI. ' i JC 0 " 

; ; With reference! to the statements in Mr. Schlesiiiger’s 
book which you mentioned, the following facts should serve to refute 
his'innuendoes. . V-'!’ • ■ 






rto. .■ 

Tolsori ::_ 

Belmont _ 

Molu •_!_ 

Casper ;_ l 

Callahan 

Conrad _ 

DeLoach _ 

Evans _ 

^ale - 


Ak you observed, the book, ’’The FoUtics of 
Upheaval, " deals for the most part with'copditions in the United S^tes 
during the 1930* s. It is to be noted that it ^s not until September ci 
1939 that,' by Presidentiat directive, the FBI was charge^lth the 
internal security of the United States. The FBI can point 'with justifiable 
pride to its accomplishments hi this field since that time^ Not one act 
ctf enemy directed sabotage was experienced by this Nation during the 
entire course of World War n, and the list of Soviet spie^ detejcted 
and brought to justice by the FBI since the advent of the^'COld ^r is 
jfo| lengthy to enumei^to here although the Rosepberg petwork^^or one, 
;eo|nes inr i mediately to mind, cy more recent vintage l|f the case . 
’involving ! I arrested by this Bureau in the^ct of 

pa^ssing classified inilitaiy data tb the Russians, and the successful 
prevention of acts of saboiagbvplajmo^^ by the pro-Castro Cuban group 
which occurred in toe j^st^int^ in New York. 

. l am epc.lf^ing abtob s^teriai bearing Oh the operations 
of the FBI which I hbpe you find of interest in tois connectiom. I / j 


■: t m 


j ;> Enclosures'(Sl v^ 


Sincerely yours,^ 

//Ejagat Hoover. 


, See encs.- and.NOTE next pa;ge^3.yv( 




iIL ROOM □ TELETYPE UNIT □ 










. •/ ,.4 . 0 ' /*.b6 

-^ 70 ' 


7. Enclosures •4-'’ ^ /V‘7- \ ' '■ 

' ■ V / Year-end.Report to Attoreny General/ 12-27-62 
Know youTvFRI ■•;■ 

- /> ' .. 1.963 FBI Appropriation . . 1. \ / . ■ _ 

FBI Annual Report, 1962' ' ' , 

. . . . Expose .pf Soviet Espionage j ^ 




: NOTE: . Bufiles contain no repord identifiable with j I 

I | oB~.*TKe Politics of Upheaval. ** Arthur M/^chlesinger; 

' is we llrknOwn. to ' the. Bur eau as having espoused left wing caul's. 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, 

District of Columbia. 


Mr. D _ _ 
iGvans 
Mr. Gale 
Mr. Roseri-. 
Mr. SuUiv 
Mr. Tav 
Mr. Trotter 
Tolo. Room... 

H'.toes 
Miss Gandy.. 


Gentlemen: <- 

In studying the history of the past thirty years, 

I*ve been reading Irthur M. Schlesinger’s THE POLITICS OF 
UPHEAVAL (and other books describing the political, economic, 
and social history, particularly during the 1930 ’s), in which 
he details certain political events during the New Deal years 
of 1935 'ind I93O. In a chapter titled ’’The Growth of a Con¬ 
spiracy,” Mr. Schlesinger highlights the activities of the 
Coimnunist conspiracy in the United States, abetted by the 
numerous ’’fronts” which popped into being during the Thirties. 

He figuratively shrugs off the influence of these organiza¬ 
tions, saying that most of these fellow-travelers were ’’idealists” 
led off on the wrong path. 


It is the concluding paragraphs of this chapter which 
leave me wondering. As there are usually ’’two sides to a coin” 
would you care to comment on these paragraphs, which I quote 
verbatim?: 

’’Communist spies seem to have had, little trouble eluding 
the counter-intelligence agencies. While the secret 
meetings were taking place, while documents were changing 
hands, while Russian intelligence agents gave orders ini;, 
drugstores and cafeterias to their American operatives, 
neither the FBI nor G- 2 , the intelligence branch ofv the 
Array, nor the Office of Naval Intelligence developed 
enough evidence to cause the prosecution of a single 
case of espionage in the civilian side of government 
in Washington. 

< * * 

’’Something was known -- mainly through Soviet bungling -- 
of industrial and military espionage. One Soviet agent 
was caught in New York trying to pass phony 1^100 Federal 
Reserve notes, and sentenced to fifteen years in prison. 
Another was picked up in Los Angeles because he left 
compromising documents in a suit sent out for dry clean¬ 
ing. Others were arrested on passport cha rges. Wher e_ 

evidence existed, • prosecution followed^ ir 

’’But there were no prosecutions in Washingtonp'whdre'^®'^ 
^j,Comra,unist spies evidently emptied their po ckets ^efo re ^ 

'‘'sending suits to the cleaners. Nor v;as it that tKe" 
”'highert;ups, ” so prominent in the folklore of espionage^ 
prevalent in the early fifties, ’’protected” the spies. 
















Federal Bureau of Investigation 


March 19, 19^3 


It was rather the astonishing fact that the FBI 
and G -2 and ONI just never had the evidence to 
warrant indictment. They kept zealous watch on 
avowed Communists or fellow-travelers, or plain 
liberals, while the spies, secure in protective 
coloration, filled briefcases unmolested. The 
enforcement of the laws against espionage was the 
job of the counter-intelligence agencies, and they 
did it poorly. The American government knew no more 
spectacular failure than this in the decade'of the 
thirties. 

"In the meantime, the Communist conspiracy hung on, an 
underground creature, pallid but vicious, negligible and even 
comic in many of its aspects, yet still a great potential 
challenge to American democracy." 

With many thanks for any comments you may see fit to 
make, and with continuing admiration for the magnificent record 
the FBI has made, and continues to make, in protecting the se¬ 
curity of the United States, I am. 
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?, J, Brennan, ^ 


Tolson — 




Mohr' ‘ 






Conrad __ 


DeLoach ' 




Gale ■ 

- -U 

SullivorTt::: 

Tav?f^^ 

r- 

=.b6 

Trotter _ 

-V n r 

Tele. Room 

■D /L 

Holmes 


Gandy 



(s) .subject: 

r 


bl A 'A'* 


Reference is made to the memorandum from 





■''Referenced memorandum requested Liaison to 



LiaisoTi Reation no _ I and pur suant to the action requ _ 

in referenced memorandum, briefed \ | aa to the reasons the Bureai/i 

data should not be used» | | said he understood this well and _ 

would take every precaution in nanaiing this delicate matter, \ 
expressed his appreciation for our handling this request, q 

Prior to seeing I I saw Mr, Francis E, ^ 

Meloy, Direc tor. Office of -Western European Affairs. State, I J :j 


Enclosures 

1 - Mr, Belmont 
1 - Mr, Sullivan 
1 - i/r.- Wannall 
1 - Mr, Thomas 
1 - Liaison 

1 - I I 

0HB:mlh M ' 

■ 


o J A 


H t \3 ^ 


i - Sor'sicwBBin 

' ’ 102 JW' 84 ■"’63 




t55 J)\t^2b 1963 



Wm 












f, 


(S) 


Memoxcindum 
Re: 


to Mr^ SiLllipan 


bl 


f 


Mrn Melou advised that on ^ _ 

J had lunch with\_ 


~\ At that time 


] 


_ \ nent i oned-tlvai on the previous day he had lunch with 

A rthut-^chi e singer y of the VJhite House staffs It vxls indicated 


during tne^^ tJiat Schlesinaer luad called] 


bl 

b6 

b7C 



Jd/scwsszon with\_ 


1 the latter 

■r . _ . _ I 


TTLP.rt.f.rnn.P.ri th.f> suh ior.t • fi _ 1 u.nr.h ini th. Schlesingcr plus the fact that he ^was 


(S)_ 

Letters hxive been prepared to inform At ^o-rrteu naner al (AG-) 

and Yfhite House of above-reported meeting between _ and 

(S) Arthur Schlesinaer. Jr.. of Yfhite House staff and to inform them 


(S) 


position 


AOTIGH: 


Letter toV 


l/zas been oreoa red to confirm Bureau's 


If you approve, the attached letters will be sent to 
the AG, Po Kenneth O'Donnell, Special Assistant to the President,' 
and Mr» Johnson, 


[I 


X 
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Trotter _ 

Tele. Room , 

Holmes _ 

Gandy _ 


1/ Cl’ ii*0 

*i : il S \\ y>:?.| 

subject: HAROLD H. MARTIN 


"THE SATURDAY EVENING POST" 


BACKGROUND: 




You will recall that Martin recently was in contact with the'^Bureatfcon- 
cerning an article he was preparing for "The Saturday Evening Posf’^n the Communist 
Party, USA. We talked to Martin and he later submitted to us the rough draft of his 
proposed piece. Upon review, we found his article extremely disappointing in that it 
characterized the Communist Party (CP) as not being dangerous to the country. The 
first 2 pages in particular were very soft on communism, with the opening sentence 
reading, "The Communist Party in America is in a sorry state." The article then went 
on to point out that as a political power, the Party had little more influence than the Ku^ 
Klux Klan or the Black Muslims. 


Martin indicated that he had a very short deadline and you will recall that| 
you telephonic ally contacted him in Atlanta. At that time, you very categorically and 
strongly told him that you felt his entire approach was unworthy of the existing situation 
concerning the CP. You pointed out that, in'the FBI’s opinion, the CP did represent a 
serious menace which should he cnnfrnntpd /hy the American peo ple in a sane and rationa 
manner. At that time._[advised you that the! 


[advised you that the! 


Subsequently, you ^furnished Martin an 




/alternative opening for the article .which he said he would consider. In addition, a numbsir 


'lof factual errors were pointed out to Martin. 


PUBLICATION OF ARTICLE: 


' Today, we secured a copy of the May 19, 1962, "Saturday Evening Post, 
which contains Martin’s article under the title, "Communism: A Failure in America. 1! 
The subtitle reads, "With membership at the Lowest Level in Twenty Years, the U. S, \ 
Party is 'an old, blind Tiger.’ But it Can Still Be Dangerous." A review of the publisM^ 
) I article indicates that it i s e ssentially jdentical with the draft we preyipusly_:^yiewed. lx" 
I |l|owever,7^Jhas_cj^a^ge^ the^firsjt,,3,sent¥ncesF^Kich"giyes3,F^ impres^sioiT 

I I now that_^the Part^js m^^ a danger^than he wou ld have b el i ev ed if i^%S^'^;,M^tin^ 


original version. The previous version reads: 


^,»«^’The Communist party in America is in a sori^ 
\ 1 po^^^t'has little more influence than the Ku Klux KIsivJ 

city in the United States today could it elect a candk 
or keep one from being elected, ”” 

Enclosure . \ / '^ 



SSI 


^^olitical 
k Muslims. 


VcS:tmf^t^ (5^ 


hited States today could it elect a can didate ' i:o"PubTi c'^ fi ce — 
teir« elected. 
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The revised version reads: 

1 1 "The Communist Party in America is having its troubles—and they 

I are not all with the law. In every field where it once was strong it is struggling 
I now to regain its old influence, against the quickened animosity of the American 
11 people. Its membership is down to a hard-core cadre of old unshakables who 
11 still work with fervent devotion for the party, and they are as dangerous to us 
l§ as rattlesnakes;" 

; Martin made a number of factual changes suggested by us but has not else- 

I where changed either the structure or tone of the article. The FBI is mentioned several 
I times in a minor way. It is reflected that FBI "informers" build up Party strength and 
I that there is a pst at the moment that the Party is hopelessly split between its Albanian 
' and FBI factions. Also, it says that Mr. Hoover, who,next to Gus HaU, knows more 
about the Party’s stren^h than anyone else, agrees that Hall’s figure'of 10,^000 Party 
members checks well with the FBI's own figures. Mention is also made that the FBI 
keeps watch on Party members and are very concerned about defectors who leave/the 
' Party and might lie fallow. Also, Martin points out that exaggerated claims of commu¬ 
nists everywhere, "the FBI points out, " causes excitable people to flood the Bureau with 
reckless charges which increases our investigative burden. 

OBSERVATIONS: ^ < 

The article, as published definitely paints the CP in the U. S. as a failure, 

I ks an organization which does not have much influence. The entire tone of the piece is 
|one of ridicule toward the communists. Martin feel^ that Party influ ence is virtually non- 
|existent and that there is not mu ch to wo'i^y~about‘'in term of se curife However, at the 
I eiid orthe“'ppce,'^he‘'do meTition communist streii^h in some unions and also threats in 

I the form of espionage, sabotage and subversion in countries south of the border. How¬ 
ever, with the change in the opening sentence, the article is now stronger on the commu¬ 
nist danger than it was originally. / 

" THE FAILURE OF WORLD COMMUNISM": 

The same issue of "The Saturday Evening Post" also contains an article by 
\ \ Arthur M.j Schlesinger, Jr. , entitled "The Failure of World Communism." In fact, the 
11“editors seCm to regard Schlesinger’s and Martin’s articles as companion pieces; namely, 

3 1 that communism has failed both in the world and America. Schlesinger,. of course, is 
11 well known to the Bureau, having been a professor of history at Harvard and currently is 
11 anadvisor to President Kennedy. This article is an extract from a forthcoming book by 
H Schlesinger entitled "The Politics of Hope," 

f. Schlesinger’s article indicates that communism as an ideology has failed and 

11 that today all American liberals recognize that liberalism has nothing in common with 
11 communism either as to means or to'ends. By 1962, Soviet policy has extinguished any 
H remaining elements of idealism in the communist appeal. The Soviet Union is today 
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emphasizing the theme that communism is going to win eventually and, therefore, 
noncommunists had better make their terms with a communist world. Schlesinger 
' 1 feels that the predictions of Marx as to the future have been wrong and that a 
I "mixed society, " involving capitalism and liberalism, is the best hope for the 
I future. 

A copy of the May, 19, 1962, issue of "The Saturday Evening Post" 
is attached. Both Schlesinger*s and Martin’s articles have been marked. 
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March 29^ 1962 
BY COURIER SERVICE 
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To Ison 


Honorable P. Kenneth O’Donnell- 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C, 

My dear Mr.O’Donnell: 

^n investigation was conducted concerning 
Arthur M.PSchlesinger. Jr.. Special Assistant to the 
President, and’'arsurami^y’me^morandum containing the , 
results of the investigation was furnished to you on 
March 7, 1961, 

. _ Information has now b een received from 

~lwith offices at 


06 


< I 


rrj 


OD _ 
hH o 


o 

o 

ir 




J0> 

w 

3=» 


on 


NortluYest, Washington, D. C., 


b6 - 
b7C 
b7D 


in^ilcatinjf that Mr. Schlesinger at one time presided 
ove^^ a ConMu nlst Party cell meeting at Harvard 


University. 


stated he received his infer- 


mation fro m a local attoi*ney who requested anonymity# 
also stated that ho has confidentially 
furnisneg^tthe above infoirmation to I | 


J 


.a 

ro 

to 


'7? 

13^0 investigation is being conducted\4n 
connection with this allegation in the absenc^^'jof ac 
specific request.; 



^SCglA£D • 
1 


0 X 





•ro 




Sincerely yours, 

0. Edgar Hoover 

recorded 
3 





C. Sullivan 
-i J.Ir. DeLoabh' 'y;' 3 

•^^A-sMland ^ ^ __ 

See cover memo Cleveland to Evans dated 3/28/62 
captioned "Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr., SM-C, 
Special Inquiry - White Hcqs,©*.'!. _.WyC ;mkr_ 

~ Mt.iC'ri » A r^i^CQRD£Sid. 

MAIL HOOM TELETYPE UNIT I_I " ' 

. J. 1 liv-fj ii - A* .V . i. \ .v’l. 
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1 - Mr, Cleveland • 

1 - Mr, Morris - 
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ARTHUR MEIER SCHLESINGER, JR. 
SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Special inquiry opened at request of Kennedy Administration 
2/1/61 concerning Schlesinger, Harvard professor and Tvriter,/appointed 
Special Assistant to the President. Investigation complete except / 

results of check of State Department Security Office not yet received. / 

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION (Information Included in Summary) ; / 

Schlesinger's father, also a professor at Harvard, reported/ 
was unwittingl y associated with communist front groups in 1930*s and / 
early 1940 *s. I 1 / 

I \ her father (deceased) connected with communist fro^t' 

prior to 1943. Associates described Schlesinger as strongly anticommunSM 
capable, of good character. He has advocated discontinuance of Dies ^ 
Committee and defeat, of restrictive legislation against communists; and r|>: 
one source believes he fails to recognize necessity for.Government i- 

inyestigations of communists. A source advised that in 1947 he criticized 
FBI for '*unwarranted interference" with American way of life.. Schlesinger^ 
denied making this statement during interview with us in 1946. 


INFORMATION NOT INCLUDED IN SUMMARY OR COVER LETTER: 


.? 


He has^ 
X 


Schlesinger on list of persons whom we do not contact. 
written twelve; books and hundreds of articles containing his opinions 
on various political-type subjects. He questioned competency of FBI 
in 1950 article,, and wrote unfavorable review of Director's book, 

’^Masters of Deceit." On 3 / 11/59 we furnished James Hagerty at White 
House fifteen-page memorandum (attached) concerning Schlesinger which 
consists largely (pages S-15) of excerpts from, and our analysis of; 
some Of his writings between 1947 and 1953. . These show he criticized 
communists, and has advocated socialism; has been inconsistent in 
indicating at one time an awareness of communist menace and necessity foxg 
security measures against them, and at other times, a lack of such aware>^ 
ness; and has implied both criticism and praise to FBI at different times^ 

Enclosures 


i. 

IM 


- 100-348465 (Arthur Schlesinger) 
T)- 124-530 ( " ” ) 


GHL:jlz 
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Memorandum to Mr. Evahs 
Re: Arthur Meier Scbleslnger,;Jr, 

OBSERVATIONS ; 

Analysis of Schlesinger*s writings not being included in 
summary for transmittal to White House since it would entail review 
of all of his writings to insure completeness and to avoid any possibility 
of charge of lack of objectivity by Bureau, and because such an analysis 
would involve us in rendering opinions rather than fact>finding. 

Letter transmitting summary to White House includes statement to the 
effect our Investigations did not include a review or analysis of his 
writings. , 

RECOMMENDATION : 

That the attached cover letter and summary memorandum be 
delivered to Shr. O'Donnell at White House. 
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By CHARLES L. WHIPPLE 
Globe Staff Reporter 



WASHINGTON, Jan. 24*- 
Harvard Prof. Arthur M. 


Schlesinger Jr , will be named 
Special Assistant to the Presi¬ 
dent, it was learned here to» 
night. 

Official announcement of 


the appointment is expected 
tomorrow or Thursday. 

Throughout the campaign 
last Fall, Schlesinger was ex¬ 
tremely useful to Mr. Ke * 
nedy, both in the preparatij 


of speech drafts and in the 
planning of long-range policy. 
Me performed the same func- 
fton in 1952 and 1956 for the 
unsuccessful Democratic nom¬ 
inee, now United Nations 
Ambassador Adlai E. Steven¬ 
son. 

Schlesinger and the Presi¬ 
dent have much in common 
besides politics. They are the 
sarnc age—43. Both are adept 
m me use of words. / 

I SCHLESINGER / 

Page Eight | 


SCHLESINGER 

Cvntinued /rom the First Phge 


I And the first commercially i 
published book each wiote | 
originally his / under- j 
graduate honors thesis* at Har- 
vard. In Mr. Kennedy’s case, 
it was his best-seller, ‘‘Why 
England Slept.” j 

Young Schlesinger’s, a year j 
earlier m 1939, was on a Bos-1 
tonian of the early 19th cen- i 
tury, “Orestes A. Brownson, j T 
a Pilgrim’s Progress,” and it j 
was a selection of the Catho-; 





■ he Book' Club. | 

j And again, in 1947, both 
i Schlesinger and the President, i 
5 th|n a congressman, wopi | 
I chpsen as two of “the nation’s j 
; 10[outstanding young menfcf I 
i thjp year” by 4he U.S. Jumor 
! Chamber of Commeixe. j 
. Schlesinger was chosen for: 
1 “showing through history how ' 
I the world of ideas and the 
\ realm of action can profitably 
! cooperate.” 

The Harvard professor, it 
seems, has been mixing ideas 
with action in politics ever 
since. Only last Fall, he pub¬ 
lished a 51-page book that 
joined the third volume of his 
“Age of Roosevelt” series on 
the best-seller list. It was en¬ 
titled, “Kennedy or Nixon — 
Does It Make Any Difference? 
A Democrat’s Response.” 



X Boston Glo ^'oston^ .nss* 
Boston norold^ U''. ston^ Bassc* 


Bo st on T rc. lor ^ i: js t on^ da s 3 • 
'Christian Science : onitor^ 
Boston, Vasso 

DailjA Rec orBos ^ 07 , : a j. 


A leading liberal Democrat, 
mpmber of the national Dem- 
oA'atic Advisory Committee, 
Pnof. Schlesinger has al^ 
been a national co-chairman 
of ^Americans for Democratic 
Action. . « 


Historian’s View 


Date: 1-23-61 

Edition: Morning 

Author; Charles L. V/hipple 

Bait or: Victor^ o Jones 

Titles ARThU R l4 ;„SCHLES.INGER, FROF, 


He has the historian’s long 
view and many of his policies 
, have found their way into 
major statements of the na¬ 
tion’s program. 

In 1959, he predicted a 
Theodore Roosevelt-type rev¬ 
olution in American politics 
and declared, “Cars get longer, 

\ kitchens shinier, schools shab- 
]bicr, teachers poorer, roads 
] more dangerous. P^vate 
I opulence and public sqi^lor 
: ar^ the signs of social irre¬ 
sponsibility.” ^ V 

SMilesinger was born In 
Colwnbus, O., the son of Ar- 
thyr M. and Elizabeth (Ban-. 



i V 

I 
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I Page: 1, 8 
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trated the book, ‘‘Twins in 
Our Home,’" and her husband 
has acknowledged her aid in 
the prefaces to his prize-win- 
nijig books. 

During World War II, ProLi 
Schlesinger served first with 
the Office of War Information, 
and then, from 1943 to 1945,1 
with the Ofhce of Strategic I 
Services. As a corporal, he 
went overseas in June, 1944. I 

He returned to this country 
m November, 1945, and the 
following year, at the age of 29, 
won a Guggenheim Fellowship 
and became an associate pro- 
fetr.sor of history at Harvard. 
He was made a full professor 
m 1954. 


When only 27, in 1945, he 
had published his “Age of 
Jackson/* and the volun^ 
catapulted him to national 
fame when it won the Pulitzer 
Prize. Reviewers agreed ili 
was phenomenal both in its 
research and in its lively and 
readable style. 

Last Fall the third volume of 
his Roosevelt senes, “The Pol¬ 
itics of Upheaval,” was pub¬ 
lished. The first, “The Crisis 
of the Old Order,” had won the 
$3000 Bancroft Prize in 1958. 

Prof. Schlesinger’s academic 
joutput, however, deterred him 
not at all from political actiw* 

‘ity. I 



croft) Schlesinger. By the time 
he was seven, his father had 
become a professor of history 
Bt Harvard, and the boy en- 
Itered the Cambridge public 
[schools. 

(Today the elder Schlesin¬ 
ger is professor-emeritus, but 
so great is his own fame as a 
Pulitzer Prize-winning his¬ 
torian, too, that graduates 
and scholars in speaking of 
either one learned long ago 
to specify “Junior** or 
“Senior/*) 


1 Young Schlesinger’s aca¬ 
demic record has never been 
less than brilliant. From Cam- 
bryige, he went to Phillips 
,E5^dter Academy, where he 
gr iduated in 1933. 

; le graduated from Harvard 
su^nma cum laude, in 1938. 

He was then awarded a fel¬ 


lowship for a year’s study a. 
Cambridge University, Eng¬ 
land, and in 1940 wrote sev¬ 
eral special articles for :he 
Boston Globe, one of wl ich 
urged college youths notj to 
oppose conscription. 


Wife a Writer, Painter 

From 1938 to 1942, he was a 
member of the Harvard So¬ 
ciety of Fellows, and on Aug. 
10, 1940, he was married to the 
former Marian Cannon, daugh¬ 
ter of the late, famed Dr. Wal¬ 
ter B. Cannon, dean of the 
Harvard Medical School. 

They have four children: 
twins Katharine Bancroft and 
Stephen Cannon, 18, and Chris¬ 
tina and Andrew Bancrof c 
Schlesinger. They reside at 109 
Irving st., Cambridge, 
i Mrs. Schlesinger is both a 
writer and a distinguished 
painter. She wrote and illus- 
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March 29, 1963 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director, 
Federal Bureau of Investj gati.on, 
U. S. Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


O 


Mr* Tolaon..., 
|>Mr, Belmont 
Mr. Mohr .Q. 
Mr, Casper.,,' 
Hr. CaDahar 

Mr. Q«‘|!^ch 
Mr. jR4ns,.,.. 

Mr. Gale_ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Sullivan, 

Mr. Tavel_ 

Mr. Trotter,.. 

Tele. Room_ 

Miss H Imes^ 
Miss Gandy.^ 



^ ey// £ 

^ ^ |-jpii*i>r^iLi~*rr.Tn‘Trrrffrm~ Mwnt' J 

For you to take th”e'~bi'ire^t'0'"'1J^ me your letter of 
March 22nd, vith accompanying booklets on the FBI, was a very 
gracious gesture, and very satisfying to me. \lhile Mr. Schlesinger 
is a prolific and talented historian, the many reported statements 
of his socialistic sympathies made me chary of accepting as whole 
cloth his statements regarding your organization. I felt sure that 
the fact'was other than that "The American government knew no more 
spectacular failure than this (the enforcement of the laws against 
espionage) in the decade of the Thirties." 

And let me say this at this point, as I write a check for 
$450.00 to cover the balance of my 1962 Federal’ Income T,®?:. If' 
every agency of the government used the taxpayers’ dollar's as ' 
efficiently as the FBI, there’d be small complaint with loosening 
hold of■ hard-earned monies to carry on the tremendous bus;iness 
which is the U. S. Government. 

The reason I’ve been doing a lot of research of/«life :• 
the late Thirties, and since then, is that I’m struggling..witif t’ra 
compilation of material for a novel. With a few outstanding el6ep^, 
ti ons during the past twenty-odd years, the "li tter-ature" which| 
has suppurated out of the imaginations of some modern "writers" 
has bugged me so much I decided to try to write a novel which, 
while it would dramatize the erosion of values which made our 
country, would also contrast what I’m pretty sure was the true 
norm - and I hope still i s - of the courage with which most of 
our people faced the depression, and then, within a few yea'®-s, 
sent out their youth to serve its coiuitry with the same de^?cati oji; 
which your organization has been doing for so long. As a S^|;ond .-'J 
U. ,8. Infantry Division veteran, I guess I can be allowed-f-a small' 
subjectivity in pi cturi ng| s.o^e constructive "realism" duj 
fateful twenty-five yeaf^sM^a'st. 

' KC-S4 

An important theme in my story is the great harm done'-to 
the United States by the preening "intellectuals," partj,^iilarljj'_' 
those in the educational field. Reliable writers such as'^'Eugene;, 
Lyons, E. Merrill Rts;,^,;| am|i^oth:ei^S, have repor^teu the shocking 
fellow-traveling wha ch'bo'many 'profe-ssors^, in 6uf'’-’ivied halls did 
in the 1930’s. We all know;.,^the lasli'ing impressions made on youth, 
and who would deny that 'th'b presentation of‘economi cs, political 
science, etc., in the Thirties -'a»nd .1. suppose, even af^er that — 
must have l^d the groundwork on whii cli subvei’'S’j OfiT^and treason, 

never having experie^e^cj^j^tgi ^^^nd of 








Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 


March 29, 1963 


myself, it js imperative, for the sake of authenticity, to 
develop what were the contents, and who were the authors, of 
textbooks pn economics and political science, particularly, 
which, it is stated, contained so much falsity, and to which 
the college students of the past twenty-five years - and I 
suppose those students at-lower educational levels, too - were 
exposed. 


I don't plan a "spy" story. But I do contemplate the 
deterioration of a couple of my characters who did not have the 
benefit of home and religious training, who fell under the spell 
of the malcontents, the malingerers, the amoral, and the disciples 
of a philosophy - Communism - which has plagued the world for the 
past forty years. 

With many thanks for your reading of this letter, and 
appreciation to you and your organization for your patriotic service 
to the greatest country in the world, I am. 


^ T n nr>Tir>1 ir 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 
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WNEW-TV 
ARTHUR 

CONOR CRUISE 0‘BRIEN 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 






5 


On 4 / 30 / 67 , ARTHUR J. SCHLESINGER, JR. and CONOR 
CRUISE O’BRIEN, a Professor at New York University, debated 
"The Morality of Anti-Communism" over WNEW-TV, New York. 


\ 


The 90 minute debate began with the question of 
whether anti-communism should be a feature in foreign policy. 
Mr. SCHLESINGER favored ^.policy of rational anti-communism 
while Professor O’BRIEN^^tated anti-communism is a very real 
presence in the country today. 




o I 

Of 




At one point, O'BRIEN referred to the book "Masters g 
of Deceit" and the author, J. EDGAR HOOVER. O’BRIEN quoted § 
from the cover of the book a "New York Times" statement, a’ 

"Most authoritative book written in America", and made the 
statement that this must be taicen seriously, O’BRIEN referred 
to page 95 of the book and read what a communist is and then 
asked Mr. SCHLESINGER if this was obviously anti-communist 
in nature. 



■J 


O’BRIEN then asked Mr. SCHIJISINGgl^.three, que^ions: 


1. Did he agree that 


cbmmunist was nonsense? 
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t 2, Was dissemination of such nonsense by the 

I authority of the FBI reprehensible? 

I 3 . Is he in favor of retj^ing J. EDGAR HOOVER? 

In Mr. SCHLESINGER’s remarks that followed, he 
^stated he wished to answer the three questions, "Yes, yes, yes"; 
ithat he had no hesitation about the questions. SCHLESINGER 
Idid state that he had a hesitation about taking J, EDGAR HOOVER 
[very seriously as a deep thinker in national or international 
jaffairs; that J, EDGAR HOOVER’S story-type communism was not 
Ja root for foreign policy. 

On another occasion Mr. SCHLESINGER referred to the 
Immaturity of J, EDGAR HOOVER on foreign policy. He said that 
hi, SCHLESINGER, was opposed to waging war in Vietnam; that 
the current American administration does not share J. EDGAR 
HOOVER’S views on communism; that the current administration 
was building bridges in Europe with coiranunist countries and 
Ifelt that communism today was not all bad. 


The debate at this point departfrnm Mr. HOnVRB 


and cnTmnunI Rtn and got i ntn the subject Of| 

the London magazine • .isncounrer", witn 


which Mr. SCHLESINGER was at one time associated. 


During questioning from the audience, a person asked 
i Mr. O’BRIEN who the author was who wrote the statement for 
the "New York Times" that Mr. HOOVER* s book "Masters of Deceit" 

: was the most authoritative book written in America. Mr. O’BRIEN 
i answered he did not know; that he was reading from the cover 
of the book. 

The above are some of the pertinent segments taken 
from the tape of the show. The tape is being enclosed for the 
Bureau and need not be returned to the NYO. 
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Date: 2/l/67 

Edition: Evening 

Author: 

Editor: Thomas Wiaship 

Title: MISC.- 

ARTHUR M. SCHLESINGER, 
Ee Viet Policy Jr. 

Character: 

or 

Classification: 62 •• 

Submitting Office: BOSton 
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MAMB CHECm 

June 1, 19^ 


ARTHUR MEIER SCHLESIKGER, JR. 
Born* October 15, 1917 
Coliuabus, Ohio 


Applicant-type investisatlons have been conducted 
by the FBI concernlns the captioned individual, the results 
of ifhich have been furnished to the tliite House. 

For detailed restxlts of the investlgatlotm, you .. 
are referred to the Office of the Honorable W yvln Watson. 
Special i^ sistant to the President, attention I I 

I ( 161 - 262 ) ■ 




Original and 1 - USIA : ’ ' ' ' ■ ' ■ ' 

Request Received - May 23, 1966 , ■ ; 

ffiLrblk 

^(4) ■ ' ' ' ; ■ 

' NOTE';' Captioned individual was Special Assistant to President 
John F. Kennedy who resigned in February, 1964, after the 
assassination of the President. Our investigation revealed his 
father was involved in several communist-front groups in 
the 1930'3 and 1940's. Details of our investigation were 
furnished the White House as set forth above. However,, on 
December 17 , 1963, an additional memo furnished to White House 
which contained summary of investigation and indicated three 
public source items occurring subsequent to the investigation. 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL It is the property of the FBl^ and is 
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NOTE : Schlesinger was the subject of applicant-type Investigations 
in 1948 and 19 d 1. Investigations revealed his father was involved 
in several communist front groups in the 1930's and 1940’s. • 
Details of our investigation were furnished the White House. 
However, on December 17, 1963, an additional memo furbished to 
White House which contained summary of investigations and 
indicated three public source items occuring subsequent to 
the investigation. 
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FROM . M. .^^^nes7 


V V -'/y Tavel . 


SUBJECT: PROFESSOR CONOR CRUISE O'BRIEN 




1^ 



BACKGROUND: 


in his syndicated column which appeared in the May 4, 
1967, issue of "The Washington Daily News," conservative pundit 
William Buckley, Jr., related that Professor Conor ^ruise O’Brien 
had "pulverized" former presidential advisor Arthur Schlesinger, Jr 


in a TV debate over "The Morality of Anti-Communism." According 
to Buckley, although Schlesinger ostensibly appeared on this show to 
defend the anticommunist nature of American foreign policy he, never- 
ftheless, supported almost all of O’Brien's opposing views, including 
I the proposition by O'Brien that "... J. Edgar Hoover was a dreadful ./ 
influence on America, and that he should be fired." , 

Subsequently, our New York Office furnished taped 1 
segments from this debate, along with a concise summary-of the crit¬ 
ical comments made concerning the Director, which agree in essence 
with the Buckley article. A review of this tape by the Crime Records 
Division revealed that O'Brien, in his opening remarks to the debate, 
questions the prevailing notion in this country that there is a moral 
basis for anticommunism, citing the Director's book "Masters of Deceit" 
as an apparently official but obsessively mistaken United States view of 
communism. This entreaty by O’Brien leads to a brief discussion of 
Mr. Hoover in which Schlesinger agrees with O'Brien’s critical assess¬ 
ments of the Director's role in shaping the anticommunist attitude of the 
American public. . , 
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OBSERVATION: 


Although O’Brien and Schlesinger obviously disagree with 
I the Director’s views on communism, their opinions on this subject are 
I not at all surprising. It is noteworthy, however, that the forceful and 
I definitive views of the Director as expressed in "Masters of Deceit" 

I continue to have an impact in the high echelons of the academic 
community - nettlesome though it may be to some of its left-leaning 
communist apologists. 

RECOMMENDATION: ^ 

\/* 

For information. 
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. UTllUll SCHLESINGER' JR. wns^ piilvcnzed i 

£v'‘: ^ olhcr night, uiiich is okay by n lot* or“[Xfop‘lo . 

jfV. ' :’-v> - / except lliat oslcnsibly lie was put up there on the', 
''i television program to defend the point of view ’ 

/ that u.S. foroigni policy, to the extent that it is 

^ / 'I n l I! fi t of T o n Kioto Tm* Krtiftrr c (% 


^'4 anti-Comniunist, has a moral basis for being so. 

~ ‘ His adversary was Cojior Cruise O’Brien, like Mr. 

B '. SchlesiEiger a professor. Mr. O’Brien is an 

1 r Irisliman whose antiprahy to the United States • 
\ and to v/esLcrn ways has lately caused him to 

.emerge as ohjeelively pro-Communist. 

An example: Mr. O'Brien said, on the television show sponsored-' 
by Afelromcdia, that developing nations tend to face three'; 
aKernalive forms of government. One, “bogus democracy." Two, j 
‘ “right wing despotism." 'I'lircc, “Communism." As far as Mr. 

• O’Brien is concerned, the man who chooses auimbcr three is just as - 
moral as the man who chooses cither of (he other two. ;■ 

, . Air. Schlesmger, aide to President John F. Kennedy, author,/ 

I Wi'itor, poiomicLst, wit, solon, dreadnought, bumbled pictistical 
rcsponrses. The end result was Ic^ give the impression that his* 
differences wuh Mr, O’Brica were not such as to warrant 
‘‘significant attcniion. 

:• * ♦ H- t 

V cnormoucvly interesting performance, especially if one 

.'reminds oneself lliat Air. Schlesinger is a coai.stant companion and- 
mentor of Senator Robert Kennedy, who desires ^to become 
President of the United Stales. 

One .MiOLild be veiy explicit. Mr. Schlesinger managed in the _ 
-course of the evahng’s rout to say 1> that in effect he agreed with 
everything O’Brien had to say about the Vietnam war. Lc., that it 
is cruel, heodiess, indefensible. 2) That he agreed with O’Brien that 
|J. Edgar Hoover was a dreadful influence on America, ,and that lie 
. should be fired. And 3) that he agreed with O’Brien that there arc 
. no differences worth drawing between the Communist slates and 
such “ailegcxily Free World states" as Portugal, Spain and South 
Africa. 

^’•'•re we all listening for? Tlic subject was “The morality of 
__.\nti-Communism.“ Mr. Schlesinger began by making a“fcw'pomts 
gently.and genteelly, such as that hc’bohcvcd that''cbmniunism is i 
dogmatic, vain, cruel, and stupid. O’Brien said what thc'hclb's'f is ' 
f, Christianity dogmatic, so is Lyndon Johnson vain, so were the ‘ 
■' industrialists and slaveowners of the IDth Century cruel, so is i 
j; American forciga policy stupid. ^ "1 

Schlesinger was so overcome by the arguments of his putative 
adversary, that the best he could do was to say that the ! 
h non-Communist countries were not organically cruel, and that their 2 ! 
I; systems carried within them the seeds of reform. To which O’Brien ■; 
‘•blithely answered that “free entcq>rise cruelty’* (the. Industrial'i 
i‘ Revolution) was not really any worse' than the organized and | 
jl capricious cmclty of Stalin; and'that anyway • the very fact* 

!, that Uungs were getting bettor all the time in the Soviet Union; 

showed tiiat the Communist states "also generate the seeds of? 
k reform. . ^ ..... ' • t • .. • j 

j"..; *'3' i: v ..... ^ 
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. specific poinf, Mr. O’Brien absolulcly proved , {o t!;c‘ 

*; aiuijcncc that Mr. Schlcsmgcr v*ms }us 1 plain lyisig whc.n, as' 

• recently as a few months ago, lie wrote a public letter giving the. 

impression that the British magazine Encounter had not been! 
subsidized by the CIA. A founding editor of Encounlcr (Stephen.’ 
Spender) turned out to be a member of the audience, and he more 
; or less arlmiticd that he too had come to know that li was a CIA.; 
; affair. Dwight Macdonald, who worked for Encounter, admitted 
' that he had been beguiled. And Schlcsinger was left mumbling . 
;■ vague irrclcvaticics about how there was a difference between : 

! Encounter and the Congress for Cultural Freedom (there is no ! 

• relevant difference: the latter subsidized the former); that he-'; 

admitted he knew all about it when he joined the government (that 
j w^as way back in 1961 for five years'before he wrote his disingem i 
uous letter); and anyway, aren’t we in favor of free trade unions 
I and the intellectuals? • 


It was O’Brien’s night, all right. And one wonders what on carth^ : 
got into Metromedia to sponsor an evening’s ’"debate” between 
prO'Communist (that is what, in context of the discussion, Mr.;- 
O’Brien most indisputably was), and a gentleman whose only-, 
^^nthusiams of the evening were a denunciation of J. Edgar Hoover ' 








